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Abstract

One of the common criticisms of Kant's moral theory is the excessive
attention to reason and its absoluteness in the moral law. In such a way that
neglecting other elements involved in the moral judgment, including feelings,
leads to the impossibility and emergence of the sadistic strain of Kant's moral
foundations and provides a suitable ground for the emergence of evil.
According to this view, evil is considered to be associated with good,
because what is meant by moral good is an action that is in accordance with
the absolute, regardless of its content. Aligned with the impossibility of the
absolute, Sade moves Kant's moral foundations and considers the name of
every absolute will to be evil according to the principle of non-contradiction.
Therefore, any morally heinous act can be willed according to the moral law
according to the inclusion in the maxim, without disturbing the foundations
of the absolute. According to Lacan, loyalty to desire and its insatiability is a
moral criterion that If morality is considered devoid of pathological elements,
it will become its opposite, simple morality, and the morality of desire,
instead of moving from one object to another object, will be caught in the
bed of simple satisfaction, as a result, in the movement towards pleasure at
the ultimate threshold. The truth remains. Kant uses the special concept of
respect as a representative of the pathological element to avoid falling into
the sadistic side of his ethics and to fix this gap for his ethics.
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1. Introduction

According to Kant's moral theory, the moral law is determined by the will; A will based on duty. This
approach to ethics defines itself in two figures: the legal figure and the moral figure. The first figure is
based on the mere compliance of the action with the moral law, and the second figure is based on the
compliance of the action out of duty with the moral law. As soon as this compliance is accepted, the
law also manifests itself unconditionally and absolutely. This law should only be based on duty and no
prior, experiential or emotional element should be involved in it, because moral law means compliance
with duty. Therefore, moral action cannot be based on feelings and emotions in the scope of making
moral law. However, it seems that such a construction, without the involvement of other motives,
leads to a kind of absolute obligationism, which in practice can provide permission for many violent
acts and can be considered immoral according to our moral intuitions. This point was noticed by Sade.
According to Sade, if every moral law is to be based solely on moral duties and based on non-
contradiction, and the role of emotions in it is ignored, then it may be possible to claim that there are
some moral principles that are considered good by this definition, but In the field of practice and its
application, in some cases, they can turn into evil. If the act of moral evil can be made consistent with
the conditions of Kant's absolute law, then the result of the act in accordance with the moral law will
be not only good but also evil. Imagine that everyone agrees that killing and torturing women in some
cases and without the possibility of contradiction can be considered according to the conditions of the
moral law. In this case, the only element involved in the moral judgment is only compliance with duty,
which is a kind of absolute judgment and in accordance with practical reason. While the element of
moral feelings considers this act contrary to moral intuitions and refrains from doing it.

In order to explain this problem and examine the factors involved in moral judgment, we must
consider other elements that are in line with Kant's moral system. First, according to Lacan's idea, we
consider the element of desire and loyalty to it as an element that pushes the law of will to the end.
According to the adaptation of the moral law to the object of desire, the subject is no longer an
absolute subject who loses the feelings of the subject at the maximum stage and even the conditions of
the absolute law such as generalizability and non-contradiction, but as a split subject of traumatic
encounter and consequently pathological encounter. He acquires himself with the world. Because
according to Lacan, Kant is unaware of the most fundamental aspects of ethics, i.e. the other, and
psychoanalysis tries to stabilize this fundamental element in the symbolic field. In fact, it is the other
that makes the subject aware of his own gap and makes ethics possible. Therefore, if Kant also did not
consider the moral law as an object of will, but went beyond it to pure desire, he would pay more
attention to recognizing another in the subject, and by the way, this is the other that is the source of all
our traumatic encounters with the world. The other presents itself in two types: the command that is
the product of the subject’s split and the command that is caused by the superego and the absolutism of
the subject. The only correct form of the moral law is its first form, not superego-based morality,
superego-based morality is commands in accordance with the idea of absolute evil aligned with the
evil subject.

Although Kant thought of a solution for this part of ethics, which is the appearance of feelings and
emotions, apart from the idea of psychoanalysis. An idea that, unlike the psychoanalytic idea, is not
based on a split subject, but rather on the idea of a missing subject. A special feeling of reverence fits
such an idea; A feeling that represents the lack of a subject, which is different from causal
representations. Unlike other emotions that motivate the subject in a causal way, respect is an emotion
resulting from a lack that confronts the subject with the moral law and the resulting duty pressure. The
subject estimates his distance and proximity to the object of the moral law by means of this feeling,
and like the concept of anxiety in psychoanalysis, the subject feels his proximity to the object.
Whereas, according to Kant, a feeling that precedes the moral law and does not result from it is
reprehensible. Due to being close to the moral law, the subject understands its awe and feels his duty.
For the subject, the moral law is considered not as a cause but as an object. An object that points out
the absence of the subject but does not objectively impose itself on the subject. This is a new concept
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of the impossibility and unconditionality of morality in Kant. In other words, the subject is not
supposed to achieve the law because it is based on lack and must always maintain its distance from the
object. As soon as it reaches the object, it loses its subjectivity and autonomy.

Therefore, two areas of Kant's ethics are pathological, and paying attention to pathos is the point
that frees Kant's ethics from the simple critique. The first point is to pay attention to the special feeling
of respect, which causes the subject pathologically, but not as an impression of the moral law as a
cause, but as an object. The second is in the area of separation of the legal matter from the moral
matter. Based on this separation, in the legal matter, the action is performed only in accordance with
the duty, and the pathological matter has no involvement in it. But in the moral matter, the action is
done out of duty and in this case the action of the subject is completely pathological. In Lacan's
language, the legal matter is only in the symbolic field, which is not subject to the subject's pathos,
therefore the subject's action is only in accordance with it. The third point in the pathological nature of
Kant's ethics is the separation that Lacan makes between the subject of enunciation and the subject of
enunciated.

With this distinction, the subject of enunciation performs an action based on pathos and the subject
of enunciated, it is merely a symbolic proposition that after the subject's action is the only expression
and description of the action, rather than being involved in the formation of the action. In this case, the
subject of enunciated, like the legal matter, is only placed in the symbolic field, a field that is not
responsible for the subject's action, but rather is basically not responsible for the subject's action.
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