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Abstract

Mencius is one of the most important master philosophers in the Chinese
paradigm and the Confucian tradition, and the article analyzes his
philosophizing about politics based on Skinner's hermeneutic method. He is
both an interpreter of Confucius and an independent theorist and
philosopher in the fields of society. Based on this, in response to the
question of what is the political philosophizing of Mencius, the hypothesis
of the article considers four hermeneutic processes and considering the
influence of mental contexts on the one hand and objective contexts on the
other hand, the conventional norms of Mencius' time, including those in
favor and against takes into account The favorable norms are in the
Confucian school, and the traditional opposing norms are crystallized in
Taoist, Mohist and legalist political philosophy. Then, the article imagines
and analyzes Mencius' occupations in those norms and observes and
expresses Mencius's political philosophizing through it. Based on this
process, his affirmative and negative possessions in the conventional norms
can be seen in the promise of the legitimacy of the two bases of heaven and
earth, the right of revolution, the fusion of ethics and politics, the utopia
based on the rule of Hakim-Shahriar, and an educated, virtuous and
prosperous nation. Worldly and spiritual progress, meritocracy, political
and social justice and peace are received.
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1. Introduction

In general, Chinese thought is closer to the field of political philosophy or practical wisdom. Political
philosophy can be considered a free rational reflection on the foundations and political issues and
planning of society, or according to Strauss, it is an effort to establish knowledge about the nature of
things and political affairs instead of suspicion about the nature of things and political affairs (Strauss,
1371). Mencius is also one of the most important political philosophers, a master in the Chinese
paradigm and the Confucian tradition, who, influenced by the mental and objective contexts, captured
and recreated the conventional norms and advanced the ideas of his political philosophy, and gradually
became the highest in the history of Chinese thought. He has won positions and positions. In such a
way that even in the later centuries, his works entered the official government education and
educational and service system in China, and getting to know and learn his opinions was the path to
professional and political advancement and was considered as the equivalent of the Bible in the West.
This is what caused Mencius' intellectual and political authority in the Chinese empire and his
inspiration in the intellectual and social field of the Chinese people. In such a way that different
schools of thought, such as conservatives and reformists, sought to cite him to validate their
approaches and interpret his views. Many ordinary people also sought to change their individual lives
in the light of his teachings.

Based on this, in response to the question of what Mencius' political philosophizing is, the
hypothesis of the article considers four hermeneutic processes derived from Thomas Skinner's method
and considering the influence of mental contexts on the one hand and objective contexts on the other
hand, the conventional norms of Mencius' time It pays attention to both favorable and unfavorable
norms and reveals the manner of his possessions in the concepts of common norms and anomalies.

2. Problem design

Mental contexts can include the teachings of professors and teachers, the dominant discourse, marginal
discourses for and against, and assumptions and foundations. From this point of view, Mencius'
relationship with these reveals his mental background. On this basis, the school of Confucius is
considered the dominant discourse of the time of Mencius because he is the commentator and interpreter
and non-present student of Confucius. After Confucius, two people excelled in explaining his teachings.
Mencius and Hsun Tzu. In the history of the Confucian school, Mencius is considered the idealist wing
and Hsun Tzu is considered the realist wing of this school. Most experts have considered Mencius to be
closer to Confucius and more compatible with his views. Of course, some have also considered him to be
a distorter of Confucius' opinions in some cases, and Hsun Tzu is a closer interpretation to him (Keril,
2009: 222). Therefore, Confucius and the thought and principles of his school are the background and
source of Mencius' thought. The five classic books and the book of Confucius are the most important
sources of Mencius' thought, which appeared in his book named after him (Mencius, 1970). This book is
a summary of Confucian and Chinese thoughts and ideas and is considered their result. In the book of
Mencius, the principles and details of the Confucian school are given The richness of the school of
Mencius and the development of his political philosophy have been effective.The age and era of
Mencius, as the objective contexts, was a period full of commotion and war and struggle between powers
and states. The era of Mencius is important in several ways and has its own characteristics. The struggle
for survival and maintaining power had caused serious and destructive conflicts among the states. The
big states fought to maintain and expand the royal power, and the small states wanted to defend
themselves for their survival. This era was the era of the emergence of smart opportunists who sought to
gain benefits and expand their power. At this time, Mencius, as a prominent commentator and exponent
of the Confucian school, stubbornly defended this religion. Mencius devoted himself to diligent polemics
in consolidating and confirming the school of Confucius.

3. Research method
Among various hermeneutic methods, Skinner's method is our moderate method between text-centered
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and context-centered. Thus, one of the most appropriate methods is Quentin Skinner's intentional
hermeneutic method; Skinner has fundamental criticisms towards both extreme approaches in
textualism and contextualism. According to Skinner, we should not only pay attention to the text itself
or the social and political contexts of the development of the texts, but we should also examine and
recognize the political thought of the thinkers (including the intellectual contexts) in the mutual
relationship between the text and general linguistic contexts. Cultural and social political situations are
our efforts (Skinner, 2012: 86; Tully, 2013). Based on this, the research uses Skinner's hermeneutic
method, which is a moderate approach to the text-centered and context-centered method, with
interventions to analyze the problem. This method includes four general stages: 1. The influence of
mental contexts, 2. The influence of objective contexts, 3. Conventional norms, and 4. How the
thinker takes possession of the norms.

4. A brief summary of the research results

The main question is how to explain the political philosophy of Mencius based on Skinner's
intentional hermeneutics, which is suitable for philosophical trends. In this direction, the subjective
and objective contexts, the conventional norms of Mencius' time and the manner of his positive and
negative possessions in those norms are the four stages that the article has followed in order to analyze
the political philosophy of Mencius. Mencius is the interpreter and explainer of the idealism of
Confucianism, which of course is closer to Confucian thought. The principles of the Confucian school
are the mental and theoretical background and source of the political philosophy of Mencius, which
appeared in his book called "Mencius". The era of Mencius was a period full of uproar and war and
struggle between powers and states, on the one hand, as objective fields, and on the other hand, the era
of battles Thoughts were in the form of political philosophy and ideology as mental contexts. In this
era, Mencius as a prominent commentator and exponent of the Confucian school, affected by political
turmoil and concrete social and historical contexts, and in response to the question of how to create a
structured and consistent political order, expand and take possession in a stubborn defense of the
customary norms of this religion He paid attention to and pursued many innovations in political
philosophy and political education, such as the benevolent government, the inherent goodness of
human nature, and the right to revolution against the oppressive and inefficient government. On the
other hand, by observing other views, especially critical philosophies, and some of his own views,
which were a synthesis of the Confucian school and other schools, such as the right to revolution
against the government and oppressive ruler, to capture the conventional norms of competing and
alternative political philosophies. He worked hard. His positive and negative views on the
conventional norms can be seen in the promise of the legitimacy of heaven-earth, the right of
revolution, the fusion of ethics and politics, the utopia based on the rule of Hakim-Shahriar and a
virtuous educated nation that has happiness and worldly and spiritual progress. is received Although
his political philosophy is in the paradigm of conservatism and traditional thinking, but despite the
harsh criticism of other ideas, he takes a step towards them and finds a reformative and sometimes
even a revolutionary approach.
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