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Extended Abstract

The matter of death has been and is always one of the greatest and major questions of the man.
“What is death and how we can escape from or even having philosopher's stone” have been always
one of the important subjects in the literature. The matter of death had and has also certain position
in philosophy. Hence, this philosophical issue has been emerged in different forms in literary and
artistic works. If we consider extinction and non-existence as being absence in this word, we
should say that nowadays the modern human could conquer plenty of his issues and disaster by
science and technology and applying tolls, but the matter of death is a phenomenon for which he
couldn’t find a proper answer in any time neither with the science and its inventions nor by
philosophy and its thoughts. The unavoidable death which is happened to all creatures, was and is
an unknown thing and there is no answer for what is the death and why it is happened. Knowing
death could form the feeling of man about the death and even his life and its organizing. Hence, it
is so important and effective to find a proper answer for the question of “What is death?”.

Whether non-existence means ending of the existence? Or if the death is always in the next
door and why it is happened in this or that moment? Whether the lack of death makes the life
something prosaic and nonsense or its intangible presence even motivates man to go on? They are
of questions which have been always discussed by philosophers.

Philosophy as an integral knowledge of all life’s aspects has a strong and important support for
art and literature. So, we could say the art and literature without philosophy and thinking is without
conceptional values and could not affect audience as it ought to be. Actually, where the wisdom is
unable to answer a human issue, the art with a history-full record speaks to help him to understand
by its tangible objectivity.

The word and term of anguish is a concept which is used by Heidegger to discuss and explain
the matter of death. Death is the only thing that we can see in the others but could not completely
understand it and death just entangles who is dying. Death is a horrible and stressful matter on its
own as it is illogical and sometimes unfair in sight of the man. Death neither could be accepted,
nor scaped from, nor be denied. As per Heidegger, death i.e., the necessity and unavoidability of
Dasein’s ending makes his life meaningful, as if there was not an ending, Dasein would never
think of completing its works. In Heidegger’s ontology, the trend is to absence which is exist in
Dasein existence generality and this trend is an internal and mental force and has no external factor.

The Irish author, Samuel Beckett has been also always faced the matter of its identification,
what is it and how is it, like the other people of this country and this matter was maybe the point
of his questions about the human and the world existence. So earlier than writing “Waiting for
Godot”, the absurdism has been crossed his mind which become more intense after World War I1.
The main issue of the Beckett was the relation between human with existence and why we are in
the world. But his sight about being in the world is rough and cruel and death is normal for him
just like breathing. In Beckett’s works we never see the exact death but feel its horrid presence
every moment. So, in his works the suffer of being alive is more concrete than the death, like he
assumes birth more terrified than death. Maybe this is the reason than his characters are clearly
waiting for death. Samuel Beckett is implicitly engaged to the phenomenon of death in most of his
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plays and also makes his audiences engaged too. But in the play of “Endgame” which has been
written after “Waiting for Godot”, Beckett speaks of death and end of the world (the characters’
word) expressly and directly and we can see so many evidences for this matter in this play. Means
that we can say somehow “Endgame” is the continue of “Waiting for Godot” and in both plays the
human beings are waiting for something or someone or a phenomenon to makes their conditions
better: Godot and death. In both plays, what is supposed to come and ends the suffers, shall not
come and the characters are decaying while they are waiting with this difference that Vladimir’s
and Estragon’s waiting is temporal but the waiting of Hamm, Clov, Nagg and Nell for death is not
related to the time. The only common thing in these two different plays with totally different
characters is that the scene’s people realize their being in the world and exist more than ever.

In this research, the content of anguish and its relation with the matter of death in the play of
Endgame which is resulted to prolonged ennui and absurdity has been reviewed on the strength of
Heidegger’s opinions. Whereas, in this article the point is Endgame play with the theme of death,
we should say the Heidegger’s philosophy could make us clear the philosophical sights of Beckett
about death in this play. This matter could not just help the audiences of Beckett theater to better
understand his hidden philosophy in his theater works, but could be a clear practical example to
understand the phenomenological meaning of death from the Heidegger’s opinion. This article has
been written by citing to librarian resources and references.
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