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In compatibilists believe that we cannot act freely and be morally
responsible for an action in a deterministic world, while compatibilists
don’t deny the possibility of free action and moral responsibility for the
agent, and they believe that we can find some kind of compatibility
between moral responsibility and causal determination. This article will
analyze Alfred Mele's zygote argument of manipulation, which is an
argument in critique of compatibilism between moral responsibility and
the deterministic world. Manipulation argument is an argument based on
an agent's intuition of a situation in which the agent is under the control
of another person or force. It wants to show that an agent in a manipulated
situation, despite satisfying the compatibilists conditions, is not morally
responsible for her action, and she is like the agent in a deterministic
world.
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Extended Abstract

In compatibilists believe that in a deterministic world we cannot act freely and be morally
responsible for doing that, while compatibilists do not deny the possibility of free action and moral
responsibility for the agent in a deterministic world, and they believe that we can find some kind
of compatibility between moral responsibility and causal determination.

This article will analyze Alfred Mele's zygote argument of manipulation, which is an argument
in critique of compatibilism between moral responsibility and the deterministic world.
Manipulation argument is an argument based on an agent's intuition of a situation in which the
agent is under the control of another person or force. It wants to show that the agent in a
manipulated situation, despite satisfying the compatibilists conditions, is not morally responsible
for herlaction, and she is like the agent in a deterministic world.

In this article, we will discuss Alfred Mele's zygote manipulation argument, and then we will
describe some of the most important criticisms that have been made to this argument and its
premises. We also tried to provide an analysis of this argument.

There are two main challenges facing compatibilists when they confront manipulation arguments,
which made them use these two methods in their answers to this argument. A group of them have
considered the first assumption, i.e., the intuitive assumption, and their answers are called hardline
responses. They challenged the intuition of the agent's lack of moral responsibility in the
manipulated situation, and the opposite group, by questioning the second assumption, i.e., the
assumption of nonrelevant difference, questioned the truth and validity of the manipulation(’
arguments, and their answers were soft-line responses. In this category, their objection is not
directed at the intuition of lack of responsibility Tl the manipulated situation, but they seek to show
that the moral agent in a situation that is determined naturally is different from the moral agent in
the manipulation situation, and they believe that the validity of this argument will be damaged by
criticizing the assumptions.

Our intention in this article is to examine the position of Mele’s zygote argument in the set of
manipulation arguments, and also to analyze the premises of this argument and their effectiveness
in reaching the results that Mele had in mind. For this purpose, in the second part of the article, we
will first discuss the first formulation of the manipulation argument by Richard Taylor and then
describe the two important manipulation arguments, which are Pereboom (argument of the best
explanation) and Mele (argument of the zygote).

In this article, we have tried to show that Mele is not seeking to reject compatibilism by
proposing this argument, and ultimately takes an agnostic position. Therefore, the zygote
manipulation argument cannot be considered as an argument to prove incompatibilism, but it is at
the best an argument about criticizing compatibilism and challenges its conditions.
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