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The concept of the subject is very important for the contemporary French
philosopher, Alain Badiou, and it is discussed in works such as the Theory
of the subject, Ethics, Being and Event, and the Logic of worlds. Paying
attention to the changes and developments in Badiou's thought leads us to
the conclusion that his perspective on the subject has also undergone
changes. For the first time in his book Theory of the Subject, he examines
the concept of the subject. A time still under the influence of Althusser and
Mao, Therefore, the basis of the subject is social actions and purely political
functions and the ontological foundations of the subject are not examined by
him. While, later in the last course of his thought, He writes the book "Being
and Occurrence" with an ontological subject as his focus, and his attention
to subtractive ontology leads him to a mathematical subject. finally, in the
Logic of Worlds, it continues its evolutionary path, one we believe
transforms the subject from a purely human and political awe to a finite and
abundant part of an infinite truth in subtractive situations. In this article,
while examining the above path, we mentioned some criticisms in this regard
because we believe that Badiou's explanation of the subject contains flaws
that are in conflict with the logic of subtractive ontology.
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Extended Abstract

The concept of the subject is very important for the contemporary French philosopher, Alain Badiou, and
it is discussed in works such as the theory of the subject, ethics, existence and occurrence, and the logic of
the worlds. According to the course of Badiou's thought and the changes in his overall view, his explanation
about the subject has also undergone obvious differences. The theory of the subject is a work related to the
period of Badiou's direct influence from Althusser and Mao, so the description of the subject in this work
is also influenced by the Marxist strains of his thought and in relation to social actions and political function.
The subject has never had Kantian and Cartesian flavor for him and he has always tried to deny any purely
ontological and essential perception about the subject. The turning of modern philosophy towards the inside
required the emergence of a Cartesian subject and a thinker separated from the surrounding world, who
later reached an inevitable connection with the world with Husserl's criticisms; An experience-oriented
subject who is continuously experiencing the world like what Whitehead's metaphysics suggests in this
regard. Badiou also seems to have returned to the field of experience, although he states that the subject is
no longer the fundamental, central or reflexive concept evident from Descartes to Kant, Hegel, Marx and
Freud.

He believes that none of the purely epistemological, phenomenological, ethical or ideological strains on
the subject are acceptable and they do not have the possibility of solidifying an independent theory on the
subject. The idea of the subject as an ideological structure results in a bodyless form that is too formal, and
on the other hand, in moral positions, it is too physical. At the same time, Badiou does not follow the
Kantian idea of the subject as a condition for the possibility of experience, and does not consider the subject
to be obliged to organize experimental data in order to obtain empirical knowledge and to have a
transcendental function.

For Badiou, the subject is neither essence, nor the inner unity of a set of lived experiences, nor applicable
to the consciousness of every human being; It is not a subject, but it is made. Contrary to any kind of
materialistic reduction, the subject cannot be described solely by its animalistic emotions, or contrary to
any kind of sociological reduction, the subject cannot be described as a social component belonging to the
body of an organized group. For Badiun, the subject is the essence of the Cartesian thinker who can think
about it somewhere outside and independent of the world, and it cannot be considered a presupposed data
that can live independently of the possibilities and material conditions of a situation. The subject is an
operation that may or may not appear; An operation whose existence is not necessarily embodied in the
body of a human being. In the first years, this operation-subject-is explained in the form of socio-political
action.

The conflicts in each system are crystallized in certain elements of it, for example, in the working class
or immigrants, and Badiou's Maoist approach in this era, which has the characteristic of "priority of action",
causes the first step to find social and political gaps, the place where this occurs. gaps and finally examine
the battle between them. The Maoist Badiou subject is a purely social subject with political functions, and
it seems that the purpose of the subject theory is to guide us in placing this subject in the structures of
society and to show where the subject is placed in a materialist dialectical discussion.

The subject in the context of society disrupts the previous order in order to achieve a new system. Being
a subject is more of a performance than a part of thinking.

The process of disintegration of the previous order in line with the new order appears in the class
dialectic between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat in the society. The existing order in the society always
forces a class or classes to do opposite and reverse activities that have hope to improve the conditions, but
the result is uncertain. This ambiguity turns this dialectic into something negative and Kantian that it cannot
even be said that it is always a step forward and that sometimes the result of this dialectical process is a
return to the previous conditions. Badiou's materialistic description of the subject, as stated in the theory of
the subject, is a plurality of elements and not an ideal awe that stands in front of the world. The subject is a
unique production that takes different names; Sometimes the name of the worker is referred to it, sometimes
the proletariat class and sometimes the party.



Journal of Philosophical Investigations, University of Tabriz,Volume 18, Issue 49, 2025. pp. 245-268 247

Being a subject for Badiou is an operation that does not necessarily flow in a human body; An operation
that may or may not appear. Therefore, it seems that in the Maoist period of Badiou's thought, what leads
to the formation of the subject is the juxtaposition of a set of decisions and the preference of action in the
face of restraining forces such as opposing parties or opposing classes.

If in the theory of the subject "every subject is political”, in Badiou's existence and event, we are faced
with a clear positional change by Badiou, who no longer considers the subject to be merely political but has
two characteristics. First, the conditions of philosophy and the other: the event. The basis of Badiou's
intellectual approach in the third period of his thought is to deal with four areas that he calls the conditions
of philosophy: politics, art, science and love.

In the era of subtractive ontology, the subject is no longer a collective political operation and social act,
but an active and effective part of the theory of truth, and thus more and more than anything, it is placed in
a direct and undeniable relationship with the truth. Since Badiou considers philosophy to be the field of
discovery and not the creation of truths, the key role of the above four areas begins because, according to
Badiou, truth can only be produced in these four areas. So, in a sense, the subject in its existence and
occurrence is a material quantity that helps the process of the emergence of truth as something new. By
mentioning this important point that helping the subject actually means for Badiou that the subject itself is
a part of the truth process.

In this period of Badiou's thought, it is not only the field of politics and society that has the potential for
the emergence of the subject, but the subject has gained meaning in relation to the truth, and in this regard,
in the four domains of the construction of philosophy and truth, that is, politics, art, science and love. It is
possible to appear. In the context of subtractive ontology, he tries to introduce a framework of pure plurality
called situation, which is actually an ontological precondition for the existence of the subject and the truth.

Although the concept of the subject for Badiou has undergone changes over time, what seems to be the
same in all eras is that subjectivity is a part of the process and not a characteristic of a person and not even
an inherent part of the human race. It is not a subject, but it is constructed, and although the factors of this
construction are different for Badiou in different periods of his thought. At the beginning of these relations
of production and constructive forces, as well as the ruling relations between social classes, it is some who
have turned into the subjects of this article, and thus, subjectivity in this period manifests itself more than
anything else in the awe of the social actions of a socio-political activist.

With the beginning of the mathematical turn in Badiou's thought and attention to the four areas of the
conditions of philosophy, the subject is no longer just activism in the social sphere, which is a part of the
process of truth. The truth that philosophy itself does not create but discovers through the subject's ecstasy.
With the beginning of the subtractive ontology, the subject becomes a part of the truth, but it can only be
expected in any state of subtraction that has occurred. The event is the beginning of the subject without
adding anything more to our knowledge about the beginning of becoming a subject.

The exact point of this beginning is not known to us, and it seems that it is not possible to be precisely
known because we are dealing with a process corresponding to the event, that is, a process corresponding
to something fundamentally unpredictable, and this feature also leaves the exact boundary of our encounter
with the event unknown and ambiguous. The adaptation of the process of subjectivity to the event is, more
than anything else, an emphasis on Badiou's position that neither can nor should any effort to disrupt the
order of a situation be called a subject.

In this article, we have shown how the subject turns from a completely human and political awe at the
beginning of Badiou's view into a finite and material part of the truth in the context of subtractive situations,
which despite all the efforts of this philosopher is a place of criticism and ambiguities and because of its
direct relationship with the truth They must be answered and Badiou's explanation cannot be fully accepted.
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