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The structure of Augustine's theological system seeks to solve the problem
of human salvation. From the ontological and epistemological point of
view, Augustine considers elements involved in the realization of human
salvation, among which the most important elements are the Holy Spirit. It
seems that according to Augustine's theological system, the Holy Spirit
plays a role in human salvation in three areas: a- introducing Christ to
others; B- Birth of faith in the hearts of believers; C- Partial realization of
the grounds for the formation of moral virtues in believers. The Holy Spirit
plays a key role for human salvation in these three areas, especially in the
realization of moral virtues. Although Augustine has talked and reflected a
lot about the Holy Spirit and his functions in the system of existence, he
did not pay attention to this position in the design of his system and did not
reflect it in the formulation of human salvation, which itself causes defects.
He becomes human in the realization of salvation. Therefore, the current
study tries to analyze and examine the place of the Holy Spirit in the
salvation system by referring directly to Augustine's works and with an
analytical-descriptive approach.
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Extended Abstract

First, we point to the role of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament and say: The Holy Spirit has
revealed his functional position in the Old Testament in the two areas of creation and also in
supporting the prophets, which can be seen as a symbol of power for him in both areas considered;
That is, as a divine power, he performs the act of formation in creation and also acts as a supporter
of prophets in performing miraculous and prophetic deeds. In addition, the spirit is like a factor
that puts a seal of approval on the prophethood of a person claiming to be a prophet, of course, on
the condition that his words come true as he claims. In the second stage, the Holy Spirit appears
in the New Testament as one of the persons of the Trinity, who is the owner of divinity and is the
same in essence and action as the other persons of the Trinity, and at the same time, through the
names and functions that are mentioned in the Bible. Attributed to him, he is distinguished. In
addition, it should be said that according to the teaching of the Bible and creeds, the Holy Spirit
performs the sanctifying action of faith; However, the Holy Spirit does not act apart from the
Father and the Son, so it can be said that the Holy Spirit is the "soul” of Christianity.

Now it seems that the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation can be planned in three areas: A- The
gift of Christ to the Virgin Mary B- Introducing Christ to others C- Baptism.

The first field refers to the story of Christ's gift to the Virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit, which
Matthew (1:18) and Luke (1:35) have mentioned. This story attributes two actions to the Holy
Spirit: a) prophetic action; It means an inspiration to the Virgin Mary b) a formative act; It means
that the Virgin Mary has a child through the action of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit created the
body of a son, the agent of salvation, in the womb of the Virgin Mary. The second field refers to
the story of Christ's baptism by John the Baptist. In this story, which is reflected in the Gospels of
Mark (1:9), Luke (3:22), Matthew (3:16) and John (1:33), we see that in the baptism of Christ by
John, with the departure of Christ From the water, the spirit descended on him like a dove, and the
same thing, that is, the descent of the spirit on Christ, was a sign of the appearance of the person
of Christ. This indicates the place of knowledge of the Holy Spirit in relation to Christ and faith in
Him because: "The Spirit is the source of confession of faith" (1 Corinthians 12:3) and in other
words, it can be said that the Spirit is the agent of salvation for mankind. But in the third area, the
Holy Spirit is introduced as the instrument through which Christ baptizes others. Baptism is an act
by which people are cleansed from the first sin and the ground is prepared for their salvation. Of
course, the author of the Acts of the Apostles reflected this feature with an adverb (i.e. water)
because he considered the gift of the Holy Spirit to be naturally associated with baptism water
(Acts 2:38). But according to Augustine's belief, this feature of being a tool of the Holy Spirit
evokes a kind of love, that is, the Holy Spirit becomes an agent so that love (faith) to God (Christ)
takes place in our hearts.

Another point is that: Augustine believes that the Holy Spirit creates moral virtues in believers,
that is, according to this approach, salvation is considered a normative matter, and the way to
achieve it, is to do moral virtues. However, you should not neglect the fact that Augustine is not
in the business of describing moral concepts, rather he proposes moral affairs as factors of the
hereafter and his ethics is a kind of eschatological ethics based on the will directed to God, which
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means that in this world we should not find salvation, but this world is fraught with disasters and
evil, which the Christian believer also faces in order to purify his soul and find the readiness to
enter the kingdom of God.

But the important thing about the realization of these qualities in Christian believers is the faith
that a Christian person has, that is, faith in Christ. In other words, it is this faith that provides a
platform for the realization of these virtues, and the cause of this faith is the Holy Spirit, because
according to Paul and his commentator, Augustine, the life of a Christian believer flows in the
Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is the basis of a new life. in which is the spirit of Shariat. The Holy
Spirit comes to the aid of Christian believers and assists them in attaining those attributes, and
implements and realizes this operation in the form of establishing the foundation of their faith. In
other words, by giving birth to faith in the hearts of the believers, the Holy Spirit prepares them
for the emergence of moral virtues that bring salvation to them. Therefore, salvation consists of
the faith of the Holy Spirit along with the practical efforts of believers in the realization of moral
virtues.
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