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"A Comparative Study of the Rationalist Approaches of Abu Mansur
Maturidiand Ibn Taymiyyah tothe Conceptof Monotheismand Its
Theological Reflections”

MohammadHossein Moa'yyed!
Mojtaba Morady Makky?

& Abstract

Since ancient times, various epistemological approaches, such as rationalism and
traditionalism, have been debated within different theological schools.

In contrastto the Salafis, the Maturidischool adheres to a rationalistapproach to the
tenets of Tawhid (monotheism), giving rise to several theological repercussions.

Given that the divergence in perspectives stems from the contrasting viewpoints
of the two schools’ founders, this research, employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, delves into the extent of rationalism employed by Ibn Taymiyyah and
Abu Mansur al-Maturidi, as well as the theological ramifications of their respective
perspectives on Tawhid.

The findings reveal that Ibn Taymiyyah and his followers exhibit a lesser degree of
rationalism in their understanding of Tawhid compared to Abu Mansur al-Maturidi
and the Maturidi school. This divergence in rationalist thought leads to significant
consequences, including differing classifications of Tawhid, contrasting views on divine
attributes and actions, diverse approaches to presenting rational proofs, and dissimilar
perspectives on the concept of good and evil.

Keywords: Rationalism, Traditionalism, Salafism, Maturidism, Theological Reflections,
Monotheism, Qur'anicAttributes of God.

Received Date: 2023/29/09/ Accepted Date: 2024/03/09
1. Level 2 and 3 continuous student of Islamic Theology, Navab High School of Theology, Mashhad (Corresponding
Author) mohammadhoseinmoayyed@yahoo.com

2. Instructor of advanced levels at the seminary of Khorasan, PhD graduate in Wahhabism Studies from the

University of Religions and Denominations moradimaki393@gmail.com



