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Abstract

The degree of inclination towards internationalism in various US administrations has
directly influenced the country's interventionism in different regions of the world,
especially in West Asia, thereby consistently affecting Iran's national security and interests.
Unlike Democratic administrations, this tendency has experienced severe fluctuations in
Republican administrations, shifting twice from a traditional preference for isolationism to
an aggressive internationalism over the past century. This research employs the framework
of neoclassical realism theory and historical research methods to address the reasons for
such a shift in the foreign policy preferences of the Republican Party. It aims to identify
the factors influencing this transformation by analyzing the dynamics of Republican
foreign policy preferences in two historical periods: post-World War Il and post-
September 11 attack. The findings indicate that in both periods, despite an inherent
reluctance towards internationalism, Republicans showed a significant inclination towards
aggressive internationalism. This shift was due to the emergence of major threats: Soviet
communism after World War Il and terrorism after the September 11 incident. Thus, the
overall foreign policy preferences of Republicans suggest that in conditions of emerging
major threats to US security, their tendency towards internationalism has increased
significantly. This characteristic is not observed as intensely in the Democratic Party.
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