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Abstract

Think tanks contribute to U.S. foreign policy through policy reports, academic articles,
books, and advising policymakers. The United States perceives the Islamic Republic of Iran as
an obstacle to its national interests in the West Asia region. To counter Iran’s influence,
American think tanks propose various strategies to U.S. foreign policy. The RAND
Corporation, known for its interaction with U.S. military, security, and intelligence structures,
its focus on framing Iran as an adversary, and its lobbying efforts within Congress and executive
agencies, is considered one of the most credible think tanks studying Iran’s policies.

This article focuses on RAND's reports from 2021 to 2023, which present various U.S.
strategies to counter the regional influence of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Using
MAXQDA?2018 software and Corbin and Strauss's qualitative analysis model, open and axial
coding were conducted to analyze these reports.

The main research question is: What strategies were proposed by RAND to counter Iran’s
regional influence between 2021 and 2023, and how can these strategies be analyzed within the
rational decision-making framework?

The findings indicate that economic sanctions are cited most frequently in the reports as
one of the most effective strategies. The theoretical framework analysis evaluates RAND's
strategies toward Iran through the principles of rational choice theory. The central goal of these
strategies is to contain and deter Iran's influence in the West Asia region, with a primary focus
on cost-benefit analysis of policies, particularly economic sanctions and military deterrence.

Keywords: RAND Corporation, Foreign Policy, United States, Regional Policy, Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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