Imam Hussein
University

13

Vol. 4
Spring 2024

Research Paper

I

Received:
03 November 2024

Revised:
20 November 2024
Accepted:
24 November 2024
Published:
25 November 2024
P.P: 11-46

T

ISSN: 2821-0247
E-ISSN: 2783-4743

Journal of American Strategic Studies ]

The Theory of Resistance-Based Covert Diplomacy in
International Relations: Focusing on Transition from the
U.S.-Dominated Order

Ruhollah Gaderi Kangavari*

DOR: 20.1001.1.28210247.1403.4.1.1.5

Abstract

One of the key functional domains of intelligence agencies, as primary providers of
policymakers’ informational needs in foreign policy, particularly within the Resistance Axis, is
"covert diplomacy." Given the opposition and obstructionism of the United States toward the
ideals of the Islamic Revolution—especially under conditions of economic sanctions and
maximum political pressure—"resistance-based covert diplomacy" has emerged as a unique and
strategic tool for the Islamic Republic to advance its foreign and security policies in
international interactions.

This form of diplomacy requires theoretical development for conceptualization and
strategic acumen for practical application across governance levels. Resistance-based covert
diplomacy, adopting an anti-hegemonic and balancing approach with a deterrence-oriented
resistance focus, neutralizes and renders ineffective the U.S. and its allies' policies of sanctions,
containment, isolation, and maximum pressure against the Islamic Republic. This is achieved
through confidential negotiations and covert diplomacy with both state and non-state actors
within the Resistance Axis and other nations, without compromising or betraying the ideals of
resistance.

Resistance, by its nature, is rooted in covert diplomatic actions, circumventing bureaucracy
and formal processes. The resistance-driven order of the Islamic Revolution, due to its refusal
to follow superpowers and its adoption of balancing and deterrence strategies against the U.S.-
centric hegemonic order, imposes significant constraints on formal and public diplomacy.
Consequently, covert diplomacy serves as a vital a venue for the Islamic Republic’s diplomatic
apparatus to secure security interests and deepen its external influence.

Methodologically, this study employs an interpretive and ijtihadi approach and is based on
qualitative research methods.

Keywords: Covert Diplomacy, Resistance-Based, Foreign Policy, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Transition from U.S.-Dominated Order..
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1. Construct

2. Deconstruct

3. Zero Sum Game (win-lose)
4. Resistance-based order

5. Dominance-centric order
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1. Tolerance of secrecy
2. Secrecy
3. Transparency
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1. Plausible denial
2. Capability
3. Intention
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1. Neoliberal institutionalism
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1. Value-fact
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1. Critical theory

2.Ttheory is always for someone and for and some purpose
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1. Qualitative research approach
2 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
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1. Bandwagoning
2. Balancing
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1. Internal/external balancing
2. Feasibility
3. Rationality

I \ I (pMudlagle) o plol gols oLkl (poke by juiss




e sgzodlolus @lis J1 ST 3 ST b Hlalleps boalg) )3 Asliaglio Ylidy wlolyss as ks Il
S el mdly 33 8 o I 5 Ol DS b5 (ol ) Cotamal
oM 5 i OBl I 35 4 (e OV (slaasl p 5 el S ol Sl con Conds
225 oa b odie b p LOBUI ol 55 51 oIS 8 Oz 55 polezr 5 o Sl )3 L
dlons 153 4 o 25 @ls b s 1 S0L,T Sl Slas 3,1 5y S LS
Jalw Sl 3 s K3 Sole o dals o Sl gdoms 5 Oy giie 4 a5 o  SDis
urfﬁ“u Sl 3 oy o 3505 Lol Ol g0 4 ol S —(5 2 O Do

Sl ol s 5 Sy
£33 e 5 b g5 e st ol S5 H 5 5ol a b lis 85 a1 Y pans
o3 53 b g i3 8 a0l )T 5 Solutal (g LBOKGI L (52 S eidie 3T Jlrs 0T (34
oDl T el 4L, T 51593 L$J*\chal) ols 53 b sl o Cdly S a5 4 2 Sob,T
5 aalh o a5 e Tl Ly (I SOLOT (e Sl 5 2,055 <SS L ST 101!

.C_,.wla.sj...}t&\&)tﬁb‘dg:jﬁ-a\)fbm;d‘yj‘fﬁu}é.L:.L..LgLAQLA)T
4 COAP e o5 gl s L ylS D 1 b Gl e
)aL_ﬁL;t,ﬂv)u@uﬁ>}>'@ylﬁ@yusao\ﬁi&e@‘u}méwﬁ
S sl o gl (sls 55 b3 Bls bl plo s oS U 3T Jles LT o 5l

.;;TC,JM,;\,U.\CLQ;,J.u_.q;,g,_ﬁmwg,j;jlgwtﬁuguéu

Lim 4l 55 5 65558 2 5 Sl o ol 6 bk 4 sl Sl Ol 5l 5
P.x,i;)\;g#es_);,,mgiiﬁm}g;.,ﬂuu\.:ug;u,‘juc;tﬁws,su@\
&S Lpgs Aoy 5 (si3uas 5 (5133 Ole) (glailate oyl 1 s by Il ey Lo e
ooledos ol 5 Sl ol 68 53 10 s dal g el (o3l 5 ol cwlalys) Sladys
Gk Olgar 5 adboie Sl g 55 Sladly L aS ol 83 Ol il o5 5 (63l sl S5
B ESTU ks s Ll 0 903 50

SodaT idw Goe 5 (S,155L hate 5,8 55 sl 4 5) 5 Jlb ()l Sl 0l

Sl RS e 5 psin 35 o & ol ulalys w2 53 Sk 50 S Hlate 5 Ol

1. Means-End
2. Realistic Idealism
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1. Zero-sum game: one party winning and the other party losing
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1. Security independence
2. Not 'Delegate Forever
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1. Urgent new European security policy
2. Crisis moment

I Yo I (pMusdlagle) cpuns olol zols oLEIS (Hoke ol yudns




0T sgodlalus @lis JIJISS 51 3usT L s hollops doslg) ) dslinagliio Yy wlalys 4 ks [l

G35 S8 5 S 5 g i 4 pa e 35 2055 5 wbes e slal LSS 5 AST J
g 5l Oy o 3T Jlzal 5 Ol 205 55 Lalal ol (65l SBlame den ioulid
W S (2l 020 G0

U Sl e 5 5 ol (13 5 e S m S5l o ((SCa b 0j g 3 S el Aol 3 al
sloul (ol (o s S U 5 A el ey e 3 4l S5 s S
o b baly ) n eds b e Sy sgb s (Bl sladd B
5 b ga Sl Olpl (45 5 e e 53 8 4 Olien a5 (Dlal (6 sger slas)sls
5 Sbe by L Olen 45 Gaps e o) Ol (o g (Sl pguy 5 IoT o i
wxm‘wm'w; w5 ol Gl b aia) cpl 53 () sale ) SVl 5 us gla i)
5 ol dnalr 3 0 3sa 1 e e 4 slatel 5 (65505 55 4l 5 4 ol ekd oSkl L]
Ol o35 ol 36 e ladolom) 3550 o (lagle o 5 Laiztls & o 5287 Ko
DB (Sam 8 55 5 Saly 31 oy o non s 5 b 5oy 5 515 8 Sl ) bl 0Ly
b Sy 1 1y ol 5 bl gn i 5 Canndd 1y e Sy g 6 oK Lol
Ll (Son b Sy ¢ Sy ¢4 2 gl ) 53 1405l gn Sl g (g5l 5

5 B3 Ol Caad 5 LU (il m Al o s ST el sl
3l 3 5 (sl (55 Bl5 55287 I b Cenlen gy b ans e J b 55 paST Silasl
35563 00 38 55 5 o S S 503 0 5 K T G 4y s 35 3l ples 4t )
Uy (Pl Caio o) gs e GUSTs i 5 (6ol 3l aie) pl 5o (Wl (6 54
3ty ((Shsn 3 Sy (6 S M Sila5k 5 0L 3,5 gyl 53 el S ol
c}‘)‘b.ﬁtﬁjd‘)bu’ﬁ%ﬂ|6)}w.ﬁﬁdiu\?:C-ﬁ)jfd‘j‘clé}é‘xM&ﬂb?}
grin £5 Go Cas)5 4 Ol g5 oo LT Olus 51487 03 300 4 25 |y (6305 e 5 b ey
Gf_.a¢>u“SJI);}u'UL‘;t@LE;,U;L&;Q)géqgﬂgjs.auuﬁﬁjsjs.j\tusj
o35 e (S5 5 el @l g2iy Dy 5303 515 0 STe 3y g0 1y Cotel S 5 s il
YV PRI § PRCH T VPISPEL It ST P e

V&Y ol | o350 opleid | @)l Jlw I Yy I




o 00T 53 10 lalllos &3 puiss

O rlee 8l 538 O g ks Vol essts - gale o) 53 1S 6T ol 5 a5
&jamguﬁf&.wlwﬁ@lﬂ\dmbé)};)}j;}b@\j))}ifﬂjjé)
il (S5 s Tl 033 5 5557 (5555 5 ke s Crnd (sl Ly inio (Slags IS0 =
& o 5338 a5l OT 28 5 e YL ol 5 ool e 023 ST 4 e 5 L
S iy 4 5 ls (slogys plozal Glidos 5 ale S50 5 aoliils 4S5 oS arw s
313 ) 3 oy 55 90 Ol 55 o0 din () 53 48T HIET 5 gy yd oLl 4Bl s (5 413
g5 e sl 5 ke Slao) o aen 53 Els Slaj) e b 5 (Rl 5 e D5 &S el ]
g Ml e Il 5 sl dan )8 O iy 5550 5 ol LIS OT 3 6 3 5l a5 e
5 epan 5 05l el (elemt HLaSl s 5 wdlis oy Al 5 e ST Sl 650 5
L6 5 5y 1) 55 analr Izl il b sl G139 e PO 4 Seame il 5 Ll e Ol g
.M;QL’:.J\:J;)::PL;JJJM}&ET
358 5 gyl 03,5 065 5 Olnl (13568 g 85 (ladlaie o5 )3 S T ol 3 8l
Il a4y ddbate Jlo Jolr (sl 1y 395 Slaasl y 1) 4 b Cnl dibaie )5 Ol 51 (03,0 9 b
oo 5 (o o b ol 3631 L OV gl (sl o 51 oDl (6 g0 23,1
wdl 5 055,00 5455w go 0,0 ol 5 I T e caglis o 5 pdadd p s o3 s |
Al 3 875 sl 53 5 s g DRl Gl e 1 A 2l 59550 slas 5 g
S 5l 31 (S5 3,8 odgs (55805 s oS L 1) Caslin ) s (50 okl
.x;s\jdern;.Uuﬂw;?,'\@l,,a)g-,:.:u,;”uﬁ@up@L;u,,;:fsg;w\a\a;f@\w
23 S Caglin $8im 3 5 4 g5 ind OLL (5 Sadl 4y o 5 187 (5,5 o OSEG o1 S sl
1y e OT 5o o S5 Sslonio 038 et 03 (G553 5 iy smalr ca3lgi p3 0 035 5 OS5 Do

.(\f'\“ cu’_?}a')'ﬁ}‘_;))lilf‘_;)_x&)%L@JM‘})#A{)@J}}T)J}U@

4k Cwglio Oley (wlodps -0

5 58 25 a5 Theoras Sl o505 5 55 OT 5 Theoria -5V o315 31 Theory a ks o35

o2 5o Theatre 515 4dS™ 55 8" T 0 o 5 B ine 4 Thea ai | » =Y\ sTheasthia

I Yvy I (pMusdlagle) cpuns olol zols oLEIS (Hoke ol yudns




0T sgodlalus @lis JIJISS 51 3usT L s hollops doslg) ) dslinagliio Yy wlalys 4 ks [l
'l are 5 Pl Calid gl oladle 5 511 le baa s b e sdaliie ais
Lgb-)&LiASWJJUAJ‘j)\ é@‘ré\jf‘—g}j)\wéggﬁ'cdﬁ4{@»\5)&&}.&
..UJ‘J C_,.:G_}.')_}Aja:ﬁ J:”J%K\:&-‘M-:)K} L;J.ux?m
PEALL 5 e sl s T ol A (Pl e Sl & b OS5 5l S
035 el B g S ) Sl (6 giome e 4 e (2l b 4 5 6 5 S (2
b Caliien (5lay 5287 la b S 5 a2l 5 5558 )3 1y Fslize (sla sl &S
[PONTR VR CINT GG WX PPV K U T ST - G SO [ PR U PRV PY VY et
AL ey 81 s gl ) sl S Tl Ll ST S 5 g |y a5
SN Gt b S g oeoals JaSS 4
BB le 5 oS5 Vgl slaeyl 8y 8 e
s:)\::jﬁ-J:\)AL;JEJué)Jé.ndiivfg;.w:qJEj—
5 b5l T e (oobs 2T o il Loy -
25 b el el [ 85] Sde Wil pad cple il ol OSG Ol sisas 4 i -
.(Waltz, 1979)aas

:(\vaf c&,ﬂi’f 68) 3 ls 3¢y J‘L‘J‘Cfﬁ .L{ljj Lg)'bﬂo\.ljléi Slvand Cy 93 dlf)}bm.

V255 g (o Slady )
a5l ol 1 el Olgr (5 03 dla) | S5 5/ o 5 — o gl a5 (LI
aab s ol dime (625 0L 2 gl ST S 1, 0T (oSl il STl OT 5 ls
S a5 ol Con 31 (o5l Ll s o5 4y i 48 Sl Dl (5585 Oy 4

1. Problem-finding

2. Problem-solving

3. Value-fact
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5. Prediction

6. Theory of evolution

7. Basic propositions
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10. Explanatory and Constitutive:
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1. Practice

2. Value-free knowledge
3. Subject

4. Object

5. Neutral

6. Human conjectures
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1. Social objects

2. Meta-theoretical perspective

3. State-centric ontology

4. Inside/outside

5. Sovereign/anarchic

6 Us/Them

7. Hobbesian man :Homo homini lupus est : Man to man is wolf
8. Problem-solving and critical theories

9. Perspective on perspectives

10. ‘post’ theoretical perspectives
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1. If this is Marxism, then | am not a Marxist
2. Any fixed identity
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