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The desired model of governance, based on Islamic values in
the position of the people and the expansion of justice after
the Islamic Revolution

Ali Akbar Hosseini Shahneh?

Abstract

The desired model of governance based on Islamic values has been one of the ideals of
Muslim thinkers to expand justice based on authentic Islam. The Islamic Revolution
can be considered a manifestation of this model in today's era, which articulated
Islamic values in the form of a government. Therefore, the necessity of this research is
to examine justice, security, and sustainability while meeting the basic needs of society
and to internalize the position of the people and justice in it more than ever before. The
goal is to present a model based on the desired model of Islamic governance that can
be realized in the Islamic Republic. The question is to what extent has the desired
model of governance based on Islamic values been implemented in expanding justice
and the position of the people after the Islamic Revolution? The findings indicate that
although the Islamic Revolution emerged with the slogan of justice and finding the
place of the people in the Islamic society, it seems that in its process, it has become
sick of justice-oriented monologues that critics and protesters who are from the people
should be allowed to express their opinions on economic, political, social, and cultural
aspects. The research method is qualitative and descriptive-analytical. Undoubtedly,
human society always needs a government structure to meet needs that are not possible
except through the establishment of a government. However, in the process of forming
power, or after the establishment of a government, people in the government
institution, due to their excessive and superior nature, may place power on a path that
leads to the domination of “Taghut”. Whatever Islam has presented as a “religion” has
been as a guide for man towards God, and in this path, the model presented by religion
regarding government falls within this framework.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the Islamic governance model, the goal is to humanize and guide people towards the
truth and truth-seeking. In this model, the ruler and the government must not only be just
and exercise justice in the realm of power, but must also be a “good example” and
assume the highest role in the realm of educating people. Performing these duties is
possible in a context of spirituality, morality, and interest in the members of society, and
with behavior that is accompanied by mercy and compassion. In this scope, that is, the
desired Islamic governance, justice and values that are taken from Islam are very
important. Therefore, this approach embodies the “Imam-Ummah” model of society in
such a way that leaders and followers are disciples, intended, companions, and in the
same direction at heart. This model leaves no room for the leaders’ authoritarian and
domineering behavior.

2. Theoretical framework

Given that the good governance model has received much attention from researchers in
the last decade, it is necessary to provide some explanations to clarify whether the author
of this article means the good governance model or whether he believes in another
meaning within the scope of the desired governance model. The good governance model
has attracted the attention of scholars since the last quarter of the twentieth century as
one of the indicators of development. The United Nations Development Program has
also introduced a style called "good governance" and has determined indicators for it.

3. Metholology

In Islam, superiority belongs to the most pious believers, not the most powerful. In fact,
power is used in two senses; sometimes power means a “relationship based on power,”
meaning that, for example, a ruler imposes his will on another. From the perspective of
Islam, power means being bound by very restrictive conditions, the primary constraints
of which are justice, knowledge, expediency, and necessity. In this case, Islam believes
in minimal power, and the strategy of Islam in this case is more of guidance, but “power”
sometimes means the institution of power, meaning the increase in the ability of the
whole of a system, country, nation, and community, and means strength, which in this
case Islam believes in maximum power. The distinguishing indicator of these two
powers in the arena of “struggle” is that the most common use of the second type of
power is in the struggle against the enemies of Islam, unlike the first type of power.
Power is conceived in two forms: 1. Relationship, 2. Structure. Power as a relation is a
top-down view of power—the imposition of one's will on another—and power as a
structure is the ability to shape the environment or space within which actors make
decisions and act.

4. Discussion

One of the new approaches is the development of a model of desirable or good
governance, which plays an effective role in controlling corruption, government
effectiveness, political stability and the quality of laws and regulations. The concept of
sustainable development in Islam can be defined as: the balanced and simultaneous



105 Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2024, Vol. 3, Issue 1, pp. 103-124

realization of consumer welfare, economic efficiency, the achievement of social justice
and ecological balance within the framework of an evolutionary model based on
knowledge and social interaction that defines the process of public participation and the
interests of the people. In other words, according to “Our Common Future”, the
statement of the World Commission on Environment and Development published in
1987, the broadest explanation of “sustainable development” can be expressed as:
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

Undoubtedly, human society always needs a government structure to meet needs that are
not possible except through the establishment of government; but in the process of
forming power or after the establishment of government, people established in the
government institution, due to their excessive and superior nature, may place power on a
path that leads to the domination of "Taghut"; but everything that Islam has presented as
a "religion” has been as a guide for man towards God, and in this path, the model
presented by religion regarding government falls within this framework. From the
perspective of religion, government is an opportunity for rulers to serve more and a form
of worship, not a place for domination, domination, and a model of the well-known type
of Taghut and rebellion.
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1. The model of good governance
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