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Abstract

The establishment of no-fly zones in recent decades has been one of the significant
political and geopolitical issues in various global events, as it has triggered a series of
changes and other developments. Among the important events in the Middle East that
have brought about transformations in the region was the creation of a no-fly zone in
Iragi Kurdistan. This event served as a prelude to the establishment of the Kurdistan
Regional Government, paving the way for the Kurds' first experience of governance
with international recognition and de jure status. In this article, by reviewing the
various experiences of no-fly zones in different countries worldwide —such as in the
former Yugoslavia and Libya— and the normative reasons cited for the establishment
of such zones from a legal perspective, an effort is made to shed light on the
ontological and fundamental dimensions of the issue from the perspective of energy
security and Israel’s security. The authors, by examining historical developments in
this regard, with an emphasis on factors such as power accumulation, geographical
proximity, offensive capabilities, and aggressive intentions, explore this issue in depth.
Thus, this article poses the following question: What were the reasons and motivations
behind the agreement of the permanent members of the Security Council to establish a
no-fly zone? In response to this question, using a descriptive-analytical method and the
theory of balance of threat, the hypothesis is formulated that Irag's threats to Western
energy security— manifested in its invasion of Kuwait, which allowed it to control
25% of the world's oil— and the country's threats against Israel in the years 1973 and
1991 were among the factors leading to consensus and agreement among the
permanent members of the Security Council for the establishment of a no-fly zone in
Iraqi Kurdistan.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since its establishment, Iraq has faced two major crises: the Kurdish issue and its
geopolitical constraints, particularly its limited access to the sea. Additionally, the
country's vast hydrocarbon reserves have always attracted the attention of foreign
powers. The interaction between these two critical elements has led Irag's politics to
focus on reshaping the regional order. One of Irag's most significant efforts in this regard
was its aggression against two neighboring countries, which triggered a chain of regional
and international crises and tensions. The most significant and dangerous of Irag's
actions in redefining the regional order was its invasion of Kuwait, which, given the role
of oil in the security of Western countries, provoked a strong reaction and forced them to
take military action. The Western countries' attack on Iraq had other consequences,
including the Kurdish uprising in 1991, which set the stage for foreign intervention in the
internal structure of the Iraqgi state. The manner of foreign intervention was through the
establishment of a no-fly zone, as stipulated by UN Resolution 688.

2. Theoretical framework

Until the early 21st century, the realist theory of balance of power was the most
important and oldest theory for explaining relations between powers and one of the key
theories in international relations. However, events such as the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the end of the bipolar system, the emergence of the United States as the sole
superpower in the international system, and the lack of a balance formed against it until
the late 20th century led many theorists to question the applicability and explanatory
power of the balance of power theory. They criticized this theory, as after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the United States became the most powerful state in the international
system, but there was no serious movement for balancing against this power by other
states. In contrast, the theory of the balance of threat was proposed by Stephen Walt, a
prominent theorist of defensive realism. Walt believes that the basis for forming alliances
in the international system is the balance of threat, not the balance of power. States form
alliances in response to threats, so Walt emphasizes the importance of balancing threats
over balancing power. A threat is a combination of the rival state's offensive power,
military capabilities, geographical proximity, and potential aggressive intentions. Thus,
mere power is not important; other factors also play a role.

In applying this theoretical approach, it can be argued that this paper considers Irag's
threats against two components of Western foreign policy—energy security and the
security of Israel—as the factors leading to the creation and establishment of the no-fly
zone in Iragqi Kurdistan. Therefore, the main focus of this paper is on Iraq's threats
against Western countries, and the theory of the balance of threat can be instrumental in
explaining these developments in Kurdistan, Irag.

3. Metholology
This article has been written using a descriptive and analytical method, with the help of
online articles and library sources.
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4. Discussion

The collapse of the Ottoman Empire can be considered the beginning of the formation of
modern states in the Middle East. The establishment of these states aligned with the
interests of countries, particularly Britain. In this context, it can be acknowledged that
these countries lacked the existential reasons for the formation of a state. As a result, one
of the characteristics of these states has been the dominance of one ethnic group over
others and the deprivation of their political power and rights. Irag was no exception to
this rule, and from 1921 to 2003, when the Sunnis held power, the Kurds and Shiites
were excluded from political power. This disregard for the demands of the Kurds led to
their struggles with this unitary government, and since the incorporation of the Mosul
province into Iraq in 1921, they continued their resistance until the collapse of the Ba'ath
regime. A more recent example of Kurdish uprisings was in 1991, when, after Irag's
invasion of Kuwait and the coalition forces' reaction led by the United States, along with
the defeat of the Iragi army, the Kurds seized the opportunity to prepare for an uprising.
This revolt and rebellion began in the city of Raniya and spread throughout all of
Kurdistan. As a result, Iraqgi forces withdrew from Kurdistan, and Kurdish forces took
control of Iragi Kurdistan.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

Iragi Kurdistan is a region where any geopolitical action can impact the surrounding
countries, including Iran and Turkey. The establishment of this region helped strengthen
the geopolitical position of the Kurds in the area and elevated their status as a hon-state
actor in both Irag's internal dynamics and regional equations. One of the key aspects of
the no-fly zone in Iragqi Kurdistan is that the Security Council's approval to establish it
marked the first experience of federalism in the Middle East. The bipolar world and the
Cold War atmosphere enhanced the sovereignty of nation-states, meaning that an attack
on the sovereignty of a country was interpreted as an attack on one of the poles in the
bipolar world. This taboo was broken during the collapse of the bipolar system, and we
saw the Security Council's active role in humanitarian intervention after the Cold War.
The central question of this research was to analyze the reasons behind the permanent
members of the Security Council's agreement to create the no-fly zone in Iraqgi Kurdistan.
This study assessed to what extent the legal and political components influenced the
creation of this regional event. Using the theory of balance of threat in this paper, it was
concluded that Irag's threats against energy security and Israel's security, along with the
regional structure of the Middle East, formed a security framework driven by political
and security interests based on normative and humanitarian ideas. Therefore, political
and security interests take precedence over humanitarian ideas in terms of ontology.
Accordingly, it must be acknowledged that in analyzing the context of the no-fly zone in
Iragi Kurdistan, attention must be paid to the regional and international conditions and
relationships.
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