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Abstract

The roles of various social groups during the eight-year Sacred Defense were significant
and impactful. Among these groups, women played a crucial role alongside other segments
of society, undertaking important actions and roles. The significance of this topic inspired
the present study to examine the role of women during the eight-year Sacred Defense.

This qualitative study employs thematic analysis to examine findings published over
approximately the past 12 years, from 2011 to 2023, in Persian journals using the keywords
"women" and "ladies" along with Sacred Defense and war in databases such as Google
Scholar, Ensani, Noormags, Civilica, SID, and Magiran. Ultimately, 15 articles were
included in this study.

The findings indicate that women's roles can be categorized into themes such as medical
and nursing care, combat and military roles, role models and leadership, social roles,
education, and family. Despite the oral recounting of various roles during the eight-year
Sacred Defense, a detailed and specific emphasis on the roles of women in the war is
crucial. Addressing these roles comprehensively is vital for confronting gender stereotypes
and emphasizing the less-heard contributions of women, particularly in the military sector.
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