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Abstract

Borders often face multiple external threats. Relying solely on military security and
strengthening defense infrastructure is insufficient to address border challenges. Conversely,
the application of social and cultural capital plays a significant role in ensuring security and
preserving territorial integrity. Surprisingly, the concept of "holy defense" has not received
much attention in border studies. However, investigating this topic could serve as a starting
point for new scientific research. Therefore, the aim of this study is to analyze the relationship
between border security indicators and the components of "holy defense™ in the border region
of Khoda Afarin. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection
methods include library research and surveys. The statistical population consists of experts,
officials, and border residents in Khoda Afarin. The sample size was determined based on the
population of the region using the "total population rule" and the Cochran test, resulting in
384 individuals. The sampling method was proportional. Data processing involved t-test,
correlation analysis, and multiple regression based on the research objectives and nature of
the questions. The overall results indicate that the border security indicators in the Khoda
Afarin region are in a favorable state. Additionally, the components of "holy defense™ in the
same region, according to respondents' perspectives, are all above average, and effective
measures have been taken to enhance the values of "holy defense." Despite the less-than-
desirable quality of life and well-being for border residents, a positive correlation is observed
between "holy defense" and border security.
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