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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the lived experiences of native members of Daesh
(ISIS) in Irag and the process that transformed them from ordinary citizens into members of
the extremist group. This issue is examined from the perspective of narratives provided by
former Daesh prisoners held in Iragi government prisons. Participants in this research consist
of all Daesh members incarcerated in Iragi prisons, selected through convenience sampling
for interviews. The compilation of these interviews is published in the book "From Frankfurt
to Ragga" and serves as the primary data source for this study. Data analysis employs the
narrative analysis method, representing the experiential accounts of Daesh members across
four distinct situations: "Life before joining Daesh," "Changing circumstances,” "Life under
the Daesh banner," and "Captivity." Consequently, while religious factors cannot be entirely
disregarded, the primary driver behind Daesh's formation lies in social and non-religious
contexts. The resemblance between such extremist organizations and non-religious groups
like the Mujahideen-e Khalg (MEK), PJAK, Komala, and others, along with the conspicuous
presence of Western figures as commanders and leaders, diminishes the religious dimensions
and highlights social factors such as poverty and a sense of discrimination alongside political-
security contexts.
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