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Objective:

Following the Islamic revolution in Iran, the dominance of
the discourse of political Islam and the increase of its
impact on the Pakistani society during the last few decades,
and due to ideological and security issues, the two friendly
and neighboring countries could not have acceptable
relations. For this reason, the general opinion considers the
nature of relations between Iran and Pakistan as critical,
unreliable and divergent, and different geopolitical
alignments in the region have pushed the two nations
further apart. Considering this issue, the main question of
the research is as follows: “what factors have increased the
differences and competition between Iran and Pakistan
after the Islamic Revolution?”. The research hypothesis
indicates that “the most important factor in the competitive
nature of Iran and Pakistan relations is the security and
political conditions derived from the incompatible and
challenging environment of the neighborhood and the
geopolitical competition of the two countries in the region
of Southwest Asia”. Among the incompatible geopolitical
challenges and competitions between the two countries, the
ideological and ethnic issues, the border and the India-
Saudi factor can be mentioned. The research method is
descriptive-analytic and data gathering procedure is based
on documentary-library sources.
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Introduction

The Islamic Republic of Iran, with fifteen land and maritime neighbors, has a large
sphere of diverse neighbors with varying capabilities alongside it. This can be
framed within the concept that neighbors influence its strategic policies. Among
Iran's existing neighbors, its relationship with Pakistan has always revolved around
the axis of security and respective strategic interests. Political and economic
engagement between the two countries has always proceeded under the shadow of
this security paradigm. The aim of this research is to elucidate the political and

security dimensions and components of the oscillating relationship between Iran and
Pakistan, as well as to investigate how Iran can secure its national interests and
security in the developments of Southwest Asia.

The research method
The research method is descriptive-analytic and data gathering procedure is based
on documentary-library sources.

Results

This article is based on the premise that Iran-Pakistan relations have always been a
scene of competition and cooperation in Southwest Asia. Following the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, the dominance of political Islam discourse, and its increasing
influence on Pakistani society over the past few decades, the two friendly and
neighboring countries have been unable to maintain acceptable relations due to
issues that are typically ideological and security. Consequently, the general belief is
that the nature of Iran-Pakistan relations is crisis-prone, unreliable, and divergent.
Different geopolitical alignments in the region have driven the two nations further
apart. Given this issue, the main research question is: what factors have led to
increased differences and competition between Iran and Pakistan after the Islamic
Revolution? The hypothesis suggests that the most important factor in the
competitive nature of Iran-Pakistan relations is the security and political conditions
stemming from the incompatible and challenging neighborhood environment and the
geopolitical rivalries between the two countries in the Southwest Asian region.

Conclusions

Based on the available data and research hypothesis, the core issue in Pakistan-Iran
relations is the lack of political relations and economic interaction between the two
countries that could address national security concerns and sectarian connections
between the two sides. Therefore, a potential review of Pakistan's strategic outlook
and regional alignment, as well as changes in Iran's competitive relations with China,
India, and Saudi Arabia, may alter the future of bilateral relations. In this discussion,
we should also consider the cooperation between political and military leaders on
this issue. Consequently, the security and political dynamics of the two countries
depend on fundamental changes in the aforementioned areas. These issues indicate
the need for changes in both domestic and regional sectors.
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