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Background and Objective: The scenario is always based on
uncertainty, for this reason, the main goal of this research is to
compile four scenarios of Iraq's participation and cooperation
in the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council based on key
uncertainties.

Methodology: The type of developmental-applied research
has been done prospectively and qualitatively. The collection
of information is library and field and the sample size is 36
people.

Findings: two factors, i.e. the economic integration of Iraq
with the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (with an
uncertainty value of 18.5 and importance: 17.5) and the
expansion of Iraq's political cooperation with Arab countries
and creating a common understanding of collective security
without the involvement of extra-regional governments. With
an uncertainty value of 17.5 and significance: of 18.2; have
been identified as key uncertainties.

Conclusion: Iraqg's participation and cooperation scenarios in
the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council include: A- Scenario A:
above the sky (transformation or miracle scenario), B-
Scenario B: leaning on the wind (scenario without surprises),
C- Scenario C: in the arms of a tree (optimistic scenario), t-
scenario T: Pakbakhteh (disaster scenario).
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Extended Abstract

Background and Objective:

Scenario planning focuses on creating or reconstructing past and future
events and trends based on a collected set of evidence, data, and
information. In scenario planning, priorities, political actors, their
strategies, and capabilities for achieving specific goals are identified
(Herati & Moeinipour, 2012: 68). The aim of scenario planning is to
broaden thinking about the future and widen the range of alternatives
that may be considered. A scenario is a set of possibilities related to the
future. The future is uncertain, and scenario planning teaches us to think
about this uncertainty. However, acknowledging the uncertainty of the
future should never be an excuse for inaction (Goldasteh & Heidari,
2018). The main objective of this article is to explain four scenarios for
Iragi participation and cooperation in the Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council based on key uncertainties.

Methodology

This research is developmental-applied and utilizes the future research
method of scenario planning in its analytical section. The stages of
developing this method are: identifying the subject or decision;
identifying and ranking key factors and drivers; selecting and
developing scenario logic; examining the themes of the developed
scenarios; and finally, selecting leading indicators (Fazali-Nia,
1403:145). Due to the limited population size, the sample size of 36
individuals constitutes the entire population, and the sampling method
iIs a whole number. In this research, the methods of collecting
information were library and field, the collection tools for scenario
development were interviews and expert opinions, and the analysis of
the findings was qualitative. The Cronbach's alpha obtained was above
8. Therefore, it has validity and reliability.

Findings:

At this stage, the overall scenario logic was developed and selected
based on a ranking system using the final scores of "importance" and
"uncertainty” of the drivers and key factors, as detailed below. This
stage requires identifying key uncertainties. To do this, we first
constructed an importance-uncertainty matrix. Then, each factor was
placed within the matrix based on the importance and uncertainty
scores of each driver and key factor. After constructing the matrix, the



DFSR, Volume & Issue: Volume 9, Issue 34, November 2024 89

uncertainties with the highest levels of importance and uncertainty
were identified as key uncertainties.

Based on the analysis conducted, the key uncertainties identified by
the experts are as follows:

1. Irag's economic convergence with the Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council (Key Uncertainty)

2. Expansion of Irag's political cooperation with Arab countries and
the creation of a shared understanding of collective security without
the involvement of extra-regional states (Key Uncertainty)

The scenario matrix, based on the key uncertainties extracted from the
questionnaire distributed among the experts, is shown in the figure
below.

Expansion of Iraq's political cooperation with Arab countries and the creation of
security without the involvement of extra-regional states
1;
Above the Sky
(Transformation or

In the Embrace of
the Tree (Optimistic

Iraq's Scenario) Miracle Scenario) Iraq's
economic economic
divergence —p COnvergence

with the with the

Gulf Gulf

Cooperation Defeated Relying on the Cooperation
Council Wind (No- Council
(Catastrophe Surprise Scenario)

v

Iraq's political instability with Arab countries and its reliance on extra-
regional powers for security

Figure 1: Scenario Matrix based on Key Uncertainties

Conclusion:

What are the scenarios for Iraq's participation and cooperation in the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council?

Based on the analysis, the scenarios for Iraq’s participation and
cooperation in the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council are:

1. Scenario A: Above the Sky (Transformation or Miracle Scenario)
Iraq’s economic integration with the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council
and political cohesion with Arab countries have given Iraq the
opportunity to reduce its economic problems and achieve economic
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growth and prosperity. Iraq is trying to attract investments from the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council member countries to improve its
economic situation and rebuild and modernize its infrastructure, which
has been at war for years.

2. Scenario B: Relying on the Wind (No-Surprise Scenario)

An economic union is formed by the Persian Gulf countries and Iraq,
with efforts underway to establish a common currency. Regional
common markets are created to strengthen investment in Iraq with the
assistance of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, and the skilled
workforce needed by Arab countries has been provided for Irag. Despite
the economic integration that Iraq has established with the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council, regional political challenges persist, and lasting
peace has not been established.

3. Scenario C: In the Embrace of the Tree (Optimistic Scenario)

Irag, as a lone economic actor, is forced to resolve its economic
problems by relying on its internal capacities, facing numerous
difficulties on this path. The Persian Gulf Cooperation Council is not
interested in increasing trade exchanges with Iraq and demonstrates
limited interest in rebuilding and modernizing Iraq's infrastructure.
Therefore, Iraq attempts to improve its economic situation by
increasing trade relations with its other traditional neighbors, such as
Iran and Turkey.

4. Scenario D: Defeated (Catastrophe Scenario)

Due to economic weaknesses and political instability with Arab
countries, lraq has suffered a decline in political legitimacy. Internal
conflicts between different Iraqi ethnic groups have intensified, and
regional and international isolation and restrictions have increased due
to the rise of terrorist activities linked to Salafist-Takfiri and extremist
groups. Iraq attempts to establish economic and trade relations with the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council and other Arab countries, but it faces
many problems along the way.
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