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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Culture, as the lifeblood of society, is an artifact of a set of elements
that shape a nation's mental inductions and behavioral characteristics
over many years. The cultural fabric of any nation is the outcome of
spatio-temporal developments shaped by the interplay of climatic
challenges, material resources, human relations, and the values and
norms that arise from moral conflicts. Culture, as the lifeblood of
society, is an artifact of a set of elements that shape the mental
inductions and behavioral characteristics of a nation over many years.
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The culiural fabric of any nation is the outcome of spatio-temporal
developments shaped by the interplay of climatic challenges, material
resources, human relations, and the values and norms that arise from
moral conflicts. In 1927, Reza Khan initiated establishing a judicial
system, territorial  divisions within the country, and new
administrative rules. Key measures included founding universities,
sending students abroad, hiring European advisors, building a modern
army and trained military force, expanding highways, and promoting
urbanization while discouraging rural and nomadic lifestyles.

These unilateral measures gradually transformed Iran’s national
culture and customary norms. Policies such as the mandatory wearing
of uniforms (introduced in 1928) and the imposition of the compulsory
hijab ban (in 1935), coupled with restrictions on religious propaganda
and the economic weakening of religious institutions, led to a decline
in the expression of spirituality. Subsequently, development theories
like Parsons’ modernization framework were adopted under the guise
of scientific approaches, the fight against superstitions, meritocracy,
specialization, centralization, expediency, elite selection, and
systematic bureaucracy. This equated cultural development with
eroding national identity and imitating European lifestyles. Therefore,
religion and tradition were increasingly —marginalized, with
denunciation of religious beliefs and the mockery of tradition
becoming signs of apostasy. The distribution of translated works by
intellectuals and partial implementation of ideas influenced by British,
French, and Russian scholars further fueled a fascination with laicité,
secularism, and relativism. These trends posed a threat to the
indigenous culture, creating an eclecticism marked by a blend of
traditional and modern aspects. The process of cultural development
in Iran, which had begun under the influence of Turkey’s dependent
development model during the First Pahlavi, continued with the
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establishment of Mohammad Reza Shah’s rule. Under Pahlavi II, the
cultural ~ development gained momentum in the 1960s, with
preparations laid out following the 1953 coup d'état. However, the
Islamic Revolution marked a significant shift, fundamentally
transforming the policies, the schema of cultural identity, and the
vision of progress. Moreover, mass media cultural propaganda and
international impositions pushed Iran into a new era of cultural
evolution. Development is acritical aspect of governance. Concerning
the tools for understanding a country’s growth and evaluating its
policymaking processes, the qualitative examination of indicators
focused on national development holds particular significance.
Cultural development, as one of the three main aspects of territorial
development, has consistently been regarded as both a key indicator
and a prerequisite for political and economic development.

The present article aimed to examine the cultural policies of Iran during
two distinct timeframes: 1953-1979 and 1989-2022. By comparing the
approaches of the Pahlavi 1l era and the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
study sought to trace the trajectory of cultural development in
contemporary Iran. This study examined the background of cultural
development in Iran, a necessary step in addressing obstacles to
development in Iran. The primary objective was to evaluate the
decisions made regarding cultural development in contemporary Iran
by analyzing the approaches of its recent political systems. The research
sought to answer the following question: How did Pahlavi 1l and the
Islamic Republic of Iran approach cultural development policies?

Materials and Methods

Relying on development indicators in Western classical models is not
suited to the Iranian context, as they fail to provide a framework that
fits lranian cultural and ecological characteristics. Instead, it is
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essential to identify commonalities by extracting cultural development
indicators from Western models and effectively integrating them with
the Iranian development model. In this way, the current study adopted
a comparative approach to assess Iran’s cultural status. Using a
historical-comparative method, the study focused on Iran’s history
during two periods, namely Pahlavi Il and the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Results and Discussion

The analysis focused on exploring the cultural development process
in Iran during the periods of stability under Pahlavi Il and the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The findings could shed a critical light on the
country’s cultural policies, offering a concise yet scientific
comparison through a precise framework. Several key indicators were
considered: strategy and procedure, cooperation and awareness,
industry, and art. Additionally, an analysis was conducted on the roles
of creation, belief, advertising, and media under the two regimes.

Conclusion

The research findings showed that while the primary distinction
between the Islamic Republic and the Pahlavi regime lies in their
political ideologies, the Islamic Republic demonstrates a more
progressive approach than Pahlavi regime or, at the very Ileast,
matches the efforts made in cultural development under Pahlavi 11—
except for the component of literature and architecture.

Keywords: Development, cultural development, Second Pahlavi,
Islamic Republic, comparative analysis
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