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The inability to apply the theory of realism in
explaining the crisis between L.R.Iran and Saudi
Arabia

Abbas Naderi*

Abstract

The relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia underwent
fundamental changes after the Islamic Revolution, and since then,they have been
regulated by successive tensions and crises, and have rarely been normal. The
geostrategic, geopolitical, geoeconomic and geocultural positions of the two
countries have made their relations very important for the region and the world,
therefore,many researchers have focused on the relations between the two
countries. But the thing to consider is that the vast majority of these researchers,
both domestic and foreign,have analyzed the ups and downs relations between the
two countries from the perspective of realism and considered the crisis and
reoccurrence of crisis in their relations as a function of the principles and
assumptions of realism and have analyzed. While the national interests and foreign
policy of the two countries and consequently the conflicts and crises are the
product of their deep social and conflicting identity constructions, and by the way,
the assumptions of realism, like power competition, should be interpreted based on
the social and identity elements of the two countries.This research, with a side view
of social construction and constructivism,is a conflict reading on the application of
realism in their relationships. Therefore, the main question of this research is,is the
paradigm of realism capable of explaining the successive crises in the relations
between the two countries? The research data has seriously challenged the
application of realism theory and questioned its jurisdiction. Analytical and
descriptive method is used in this research and the method of data collection is
documentary and library.

Keywords: crisis, criticism of realism, identity, Iran, realism, Saudi Arabia

1-PhD in Political Science, researcher in West Asia and foreign policy of the
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