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Introduction

Recognizing the importance of understanding the
peripheral realm of the intellectual territory of Shi‘ism, this
paper aims to explore the challenges and opportunities in
Iran's relations with Sufism as a significant intellectual and
social player in the Sunni world. Throughout the history of
Sunni  religious-political movements, Sufism has
consistently been positioned against two other main
schools of thought: Rationalists and Formalists. However,
the contemporary alliance between these two, manifesting
in neo-Salafism and embodied by the Muslim
Brotherhood, cannot be fully explained through their
internal dynamics. This is because the inherent inclination
of the rationalist movement, oscillating between formalism
and esotericism, has always gravitated towards esoteric
theology.

This study explores the ties between Sufism and other
Sunni sects, such as Salafism and the Muslim Brotherhood,
and their impact on Iran's regional policies. The primary
question is how Iran can manage its ties with Sufism.
Additionally, the study delves into identifying other Sufi
sects and analyzing the historical and epistemological
relations between them
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Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative approach, drawing on theoretical and historical analysis. The
theoretical framework integrates social epistemology, intuitive epistemology, and Ferdinand
Tonnies' Theory of Community and Society. These frameworks facilitate a multidimensional
examination of the ties among various Sunni sects and their interaction with Shi‘ism. The
historical section delves into the relationships of Sufism with Salafism and the Muslim
Brotherhood across different periods. Data for this study were gathered and analyzed from
written sources, academic articles, and relevant reports.

Result and discussion

This paper reveals that Sufism within the Sunni world, due to its unique epistemological and
social characteristics, has consistently either clashed with or engaged with Salafism and the
Muslim Brotherhood. Findings indicate that Sufism and the Muslim Brotherhood have
maintained close ties at times; however, over the years, especially with the rise of political
Islam, their relationship has grown more distant. Despite this, certain individuals and groups
have successfully bridged the gap between the two. Conversely, the relationship between
Sufism and Salafism has remained hostile due to fundamental epistemological differences, with
Salafism emphasizing formalism and Sufism focusing on esotericism. The paper also examines
the UAE and Saudi Arabia’s role in using Sufism to counter political Islam, a strategy that has
largely been unsuccessful due to overlooking the internal dynamics and cultural nuances of
Sufism. Meanwhile, the Islamic Republic of Iran, despite its historical and epistemological
differences with Sufism, has taken a complex approach towards it. Nonetheless, there are
opportunities for constructive interaction between them, which could help reduce sectarian
tensions and strengthen unity in the Islamic world.

Conclusion

This study highlights that managing Iran's relationship with Sufism requires deeply
understanding its epistemological, historical, and social foundations. Additionally, this calls for
understanding the position of Sufism within Sunni Islam. As an esoteric and anti-Salafist
movement, Sufism can play an influential role in fostering convergence between Sunnis and
Shi'ites. However, this will only occur if Iran can leverage the ties among the three main Sunni
sects (Sufism, Salafism, and the Muslim Brotherhood) and avoid confrontational policies. It is
recommended that Iran strengthen cultural and intellectual interactions with Sufism and support
unifying discourses to help reduce sectarian tensions and enhance Islamic unity in the region.
Also, employing multidimensional theoretical frameworks to analyze and predict future
developments in the relationships among these sects could aid Iran's regional policy-making.
Keywords: Shi'ism; Sufism; Salafism; Muslim Brotherhood; Political Islam; Islamic Unity.
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