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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Despite the growing body of literature on the advancement of authoritar-
ian tactics and tools in competitive authoritarian regimes, our understanding of oppo-
sition strategies remains limited. This article examines the case of Turkey to introduce
“transnationalization” as a novel discourse and strategy employed by the opposition to
maintain its political position. It also aims to explore the governance methods and tech-
niques of populist-authoritarian regimes.

Methods: This research employs a qualitative, “process-tracing” approach. Data was
collected from documentary sources and Twitter accounts and analyzed through the the-
oretical framework of “transnationalization”.

Results and Discussion: Transnationalization is defined as a discourse and strategy
whereby local leaders, under opposition leadership, challenge domestic and global
boundaries by forging connections with the liberal-democratic world to expand their
political space. In the case of Turkey, the opposition, particularly through the mayor of
Istanbul, has effectively utilized transnationalization to counter the authoritarian gov-
ernment. To operationalize this strategy, the municipality of Istanbul has employed a
combination of material and symbolic tools. By building international relations, demon-
strating commitment to global and liberal norms, and increasing its agency in foreign
policy, the mayor has successfully established a transnational identity. This strategy has
been particularly effective in countering the authoritarian government’s attempts to sup-
press the opposition and limit its political space.
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Conclusion: The case of Turkey, a competitive authoritarian regime, highlights the po-
tential of transnationalization as a strategy for opposition forces. By leveraging inter-
national connections and promoting democratic values, the opposition can challenge
authoritarian rule and build support from the international community. This research
underscores the importance of international support for democratic forces in author-
itarian regimes, particularly when traditional methods of democracy promotion may
be ineffective. As conventional efforts to promote democracy have faced backlash and
strong anti-Western sentiment in many countries, authoritarian leaders like Erdogan
have exploited nationalist sentiment by accusing opposition forces of collusion with
international “enemies.” However, this article demonstrates that local leaders under the
opposition in Turkey, driven by rational and normative motivations, have sought to es-
tablish links with the West and secure international support. Through symbolic, materi-
al, and political means of transnationalization, the mayor of Istanbul aimed to enhance
international credibility and strengthen their governance capacity, especially crucial for
opposition-controlled municipalities facing discrimination from the central government.
Keywords: transnationalization, opposition, competitive authoritarianism, municipali-
ty, Tiirkiye.
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