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Introduction

The organization of political competition between the contenders for gaining political
power has long been of interest to mankind. The importance of this issue has caused
thinkers to theorize ways to organize the acquisition of political power in order to reduce
its risks in such a way that it has efficiency and social acceptance (Khalili, 2015: 16). In
the modern era, the former methods (such as the rule of inheritance) have become
obsolete due to their inefficiency and lack of social acceptance, and a new rule under the
title of "free and fair elections™ has been established and replaced. The effectiveness and
social acceptance of the election rule has institutionalized it and made it the best and only
available option.

The history of establishing and holding elections in Iran goes back to the constitutional
era. From the constitutional period onwards, the election rule was accepted and
established as a way to organize political competition. Examining the election law of
legislative assemblies and its implementation process during the first and second Pahlavi
periods, shows that the elections in this period had many challenges and there was a great
difference and distance from the criteria of "free and fair" elections (cf. Ismaili and others,
1378, Hemti, 1391, Ahmadi, 1389). After the Islamic revolution of 1979, despite the
fundamental change and evolution in the pattern of political order and election laws, the
evidence and documentations prove that the election law still faced many serious
challenges in the period in question. The problem of the upcoming research is to explain
the challenges of elections in the period of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Therefore, the
main question of the research is: How can the challenges of elections in the period of the
Islamic Republic of Iran be explained? In order to answer the question, first, a description
of the state of elections and its challenges during the period of the Islamic Republic of
Iran will be presented, and then the why and how of the challenges will be investigated.

Methodology

In this research, a documentary method was used to collect data and a process tracking
method was used to judge the data; Process tracing is a technique that helps the researcher
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investigate certain mechanisms through which an independent variable is linked to a
dependent variable. Causal mechanisms mean mediating processes or variables through
which an explanatory variable has a causal effect on the dependent variable (Taleban,
2017). The use of this method in this research is because the process of emergence of
rules/institutions is contextual and time-consuming and is influenced by various factors.
The research analysis unit is Iran and the period of time, the period of the Islamic
Republic (1979 to 2022), the observation unit is different periods of elections and election
rules, the measurement unit is the state of elections in the period of the Islamic Republic.

Result and Discussion

In order to determine the state of elections in the period of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
two indicators of "representative government" from the International Institute for
Assistance to Democracy and Elections and "transparent elections” index from the
International Institute of Diversity of Democracy were used. The results of the
calculations show that the elections in the period of the Islamic Republic of Iran are in an
unfavorable situation in both indicators. Therefore, this situation confirms that there are
challenges. Among the most important challenges of the elections, we can mention:
discretionary supervision, women's deprivation of the right to be elected in the
presidential elections, ambiguity in the conditions of election candidates, ambiguity in the
concept of supervision. The mentioned challenges have been established by the Islamic
political forces in order to secure their political interests to stabilize their position in the
political structure.

Image No. 1: The status of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the four indicators of clean
elections, inclusive suffrage, free political parties and elected government from the
International Institute for Assistance to Democracy and Elections
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Image No. 4: The status of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the "Transparent Elections”
index from the Institute of Diversity of Democracy
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Source: https://v-dem.net/dataanalysis/VariableGraph

Conclusion

After the Islamic revolution of 1979, each of the political forces played a role in the
process of establishing the election rules, but the Islamic political forces played a
significant role in establishing the election rules due to the wide (cultural) power they
enjoyed. The political forces in question also adjusted the election law according to their
beliefs and interests in order to stabilize their position in the power structure. This has
gradually led to discrimination and weakening of elections. In fact, the conflict between
the interests and beliefs of the founders of the election laws with free and fair elections
has led to the formation of election challenges during the J.A. period. On the other hand,
the relative increase of benefits resulting from the governing electoral laws has added to
the cause and has led to the weakening of the elections even more than before, and has
also increased the cost of amending and revising the electoral laws and has faced serious
problems and resistance from its supporters.

Keywords: Political Competition, Political Power, Elections, Institutionalism, Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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