. o
Iranian International

Studies Association G ui l an

NISE ey b é

ﬂ
WORLD POLITICS
Print Issn: 2383-0123

Homepage: https://interpolitics.guilan.ac.ir/ Online Issn: 2538-4899

China's Transition from an Irresponsible to a Responsible
Country: A Case Study of Carbon Dioxide Reduction

Azita Salehi PhD student of International Relations, Isfahan University, Isfahan, Iran. E-mail:

azita.saleh00@gmail.com

Nozar Shafeei* Corresponding Author, Associated Professor in International Relations,

University of Tehran, tehran, Iran. E-mail: Nozarshafiee@ut.ac.ir

Shahrooz Ebrahimi Associated Professor in International Relations, University of Isfahan,

Isfahan, Iran. E-mail: ebrahimi_shahrooz@yahoo.com

Saeed Vosoughi Associated Professor in International Relations, University of Isfahan, Isfahan,

Iran. E-mail: svosoughil74@gmail.com
Article Info ABSTRACT
Article Typ_e : As the largest greenhouse gases producer of the world, China decides to
Reserch Article reduce fossil fuel consumption to zero by 2060. This behavior on the

part of China seems a little unexpected because this country usually
Keywords: prefers the economic growth achieved in the light of fossil fuel
Hegemonic position, consumption over issues such as environmental protection. Therefore,
climate change, the question is raised, basically, what factor or factors have made China
responsible actor, move towards complying with international norms, including the Paris
role theory, China's Climate Agreement? The hypothesis of the article, which has been
climate policies. examined in a descriptive-analytical way, is that although various factors
may be involved in China's desire to preserve the environment and

Article history: adhere to environmental agreements, China's effort to gain a hegemonic
Received 2024-7-15 position in the international system is an important factor. In order to
Received in revised form achieve this position, China is trying to show a positive image of itself
2024-9-17 in the world as a responsible actor and in this way, gain credit for itself
Accepted 2024-11-16 and direct the attention of the world community to itself. The findings
Published Online of the research also showed that Beijing, following the point of view that
2024-12-16 compliance with international norms can help to gain a hegemonic

position, intends to show a positive image of itself by joining the
environmental protocols and draw the attention of countries to gain the
role of world leadership

Cite this Article: Salehi, A., Shafeei, N., Ebrahimi, S., & Vosoughi, S. (2024). China's Transition from
an Irresponsible to a Responsible Country: A Case Study of Carbon Dioxide Reduction. World
Politics, 13(3), 205-230. doi:10.22124/wp.2024.25624.3257

© Author(s)
Publisher: University of Guilan

DOI: 10.22124/wp.2024.25624.3257


mailto:azita.saleh00@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22124/wp.2024.25624.3257
https://doi.org/10.22124/wp.2024.25624.3257
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-1236-929X
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-7747-6697
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-7253-9799
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-0965-2668

1. Introduction

One of the top priorities of states and international organizations in the modern world
is to preserve the environment. China, a global superpower that leads the world in
greenhouse gas production, plans to completely phase out its use of fossil fuels by
2060. This indicates that Beijing is evolving into a responsible actor in international
relations. If so, what are the factors affecting this process? This descriptive-analytical
study hypothesizes that China is attempting to exhibit a behavior that makes other
states view its services as "public goods" and thus support them in order to transition
into a hegemonic power and shape the new global order.

2. Theoretical Framework

"Role Theory" served as the theoretical foundation of this study. Ole Holsti proposed
this theory and discussed the significance of roles in foreign policy in the 1970s. He
emphasizes the type of role in communication with others, arguing that the role
influences the necessary norms and principles. He states that countries may act as an
enemy or a friend in the international system depending on their role. The type of
roles countries play can either help them achieve their goals or jeopardize their
position in the region and the world

3. Methodology
This study employed desk studies (review of library archives, online resources, and
published articles) to investigate this issue.

4. Results & Discussion

The subject matter was discussed in two sections. In the first, China was viewed as
an irresponsible state but a developing actor to posit that China needs to keep
consuming energy in order to maintain its economic growth. Economic development
is prioritized over environmental issues in this process by Chinese policy-makers.
Consequently, environmental harm is increasing, and the Chinese policy-making
process is not greatly influenced by the warnings of international organizations and
environmental experts. Therefore, Beijing does not actively engage in international
agreements and conventions related to the environment and climate change.
However, the Chinese government has gradually come to understand that soft power
is more important than hard power for a state to be a superpower or regional
hegemon. Moreover, public acceptance in the international community is another
prerequisite. Therefore, in the second part, China was regarded as an actor that has
taken new approaches to climate change and incorporates these approaches into its
top policy priorities. Based on such a view, Beijing will be more actively
participating in organizations and institutions that deal with climate change. China
is joining more of such organizations or conventions to send the message to other
actors that this country is aware of the issue and prepared to take appropriate
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measures. Furthermore, China is taking more prominent roles in this regard due to
the void left by the lackluster presence of the US. China has also undertaken
obligations such as minimizing the consumption of carbon dioxide, the main source
of greenhouse gases, by 2060. One of the most important initiatives of the Chinese
government in this regard is the "carbon neutrality" policy; although this initiative
seems very audacious and optimistic, it can win over the views of organizations
involved in the management of climate change. Moreover, it introduces China as a
responsible actor in the international community. If China manages to present such
an image, it can take a great step towards enhancing its soft power.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

China is attempting to project a favorable image of itself by adhering to international
norms and fulfilling its commitments to attract the attention of other players to be
the global leader. This policy is based on the theory that compliance with these norms
can strengthen its hegemonic position. If other actors in the international system,
especially in Asia, understand China's policies as a superpower in the East Asian
region and a competing power for the US, they can consider the existing
opportunities and threats and then adopt the best policies that ensure their national
interests. Based on this hypothesis, this study showed that although the major powers
may initially overlook environmental issues, they will pay particular attention to
these issues as they become more apparent as a means of enhancing soft power.
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2.A Community of Shared Future for Mankind
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