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1. Introduction

Bioterrorism, as one of the complex and emerging threats of the 21st century, has
received widespread attention from the international community. The use of
biological agents as weapons is not only a serious threat to public and global health,
but also a major challenge to national and international security. These threats have
attracted the attention of many countries and international institutions due to their
ability to spread rapidly and their destructive effects. Bioterrorism attacks, such as
the release of anthrax in the United States in 2001, have had profound psychological,
economic, and social impacts and have clearly demonstrated the destructive power
of this type of threat. Bioterrorism can take many forms, including the use of viruses,
bacteria, and biological toxins to target human populations, animals, or agricultural
products. These agents have become convenient tools for terrorists due to their ease
of production, storage, and dissemination. For this reason, combating bioterrorism
requires international cooperation and strengthening health, intelligence, and
security infrastructures at the national and global levels. The importance of this issue
has led various countries to develop defense strategies and deterrent policies against
these threats. There are significant gaps in Iran’s legal system for effectively combating
bioterrorism that need to be reviewed and revised. These gaps include the lack of
comprehensive and up-to-date laws, insufficient coordination between responsible
institutions, and a shortage of financial and specialized resources to prevent and combat
bioterrorism incidents. In order to effectively combat these threats, there is a strong need
to amend and update existing laws and further harmonize them with international
standards. In addition, establishing efficient oversight mechanisms as well as developing
educational and awareness programs for specialized forces and the general public can be
effective in preventing and combating these threats. This article aims to analyze Iran’s
criminal policy towards bioterrorism, with an emphasis on relevant international
documents.

2.Theoretical Framework

Some international conventions and treaties have obliged member states to
criminalize the use of weapons of mass destruction (which include biological
weapons). For example, the Biological Weapons Convention, which was adopted in
1972, is the first convention that has made the issue of criminalization the
responsibility of member states. Article 4 of this convention also obliges member
states to criminalize the use of biological weapons in domestic law. Article 7 of the
Chemical Weapons Convention has also clearly emphasized the criminalization of
this issue in the domestic law of member states. Although this article mentions the
need to criminalize and punish the perpetrators of microbial weapons, the method of
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criminalizing and dealing with the perpetrators of biological weapons has been left
to the governments.

3. Methodology

In this study, descriptive-analytical method and within the framework the concept of
criminal law to express the variables of the research.

4. Results & Discussion

At the international level, attention to biological weapons that cause harm began to
be paid, especially in the 1920s, and strategies were devised to combat them in the
same decade. In this regard, three important documents have been adopted so far,
each of which was established to supplement and eliminate the shortcomings of the
previous document and in light of the progress of this new type of weapon and
attacks. The first is the 1925 Protocol, an additional protocol to the 1907 Hague
Convention. This document clearly stated that the members accept that the use of
bacteriological methods of warfare is prohibited. This document was adopted
following the ratification of the Hague Convention, which only prohibited the use of
poisons and toxic weapons. In fact, this document extended the prohibition of the
convention to bacterial weapons. However, this document was flawed from various
perspectives. First, it only prohibited the use of these weapons, not their production
and accumulation. Second, the aforementioned prohibition applied only to states,
and only during wartime; Therefore, the prohibition did not apply in peacetime. A
third objection was that the document only covered bacterial methods and did not
cover non-bacterial biological methods such as the use of viruses.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

In conclusion, it should be said that the phenomenon of bioterrorism is not something
that can be prevented or countered at a macro and strategic level by mentioning three
words in an article of the Islamic Penal Code. This phenomenon is so important that
it has been preoccupying the international community for a long time; therefore, it is
proposed that, based on the task assigned to the Ministry of Intelligence by the Fifth
Development Plan, within the scope of the country's established laws and within the
framework of its legal powers, in coordination with the relevant agencies, a special
commission consisting of the main relevant agencies be formed to prepare and
implement a comprehensive plan to combat bioterrorism and bioterrorism” and
"determine the duties of each of the agencies in order to combat bioterrorism and
bioterrorism in a coordinated manner as an institutionalized principle in the country
by the end of the plan and submit it to the approval of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly as the representatives of the people. It is essential in this plan. For
numerous cases such as deputy participation, organized crime leadership, conflict of
defenses and bioterrorism actions, and other cases, appropriate legal solutions have
been foreseen so that the balance between security and citizen rights can be
maintained in the light of efficient law..
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