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The present study attempts to analyze an encounter with metaphors
in some selected fictional texts in Iranian literature. Accordingly, the
study concentrates on two metaphorical literary works in verse
related to the medicine and engineering discourses that have been
dominant since the Qajar period. A number of writers in this period
composed works informed by some forms of resistance utilized to
challenge the above-mentioned metaphorical systems. Drawing on
Lakoff’s theory of metaphor and the insights of Anthony Giddens,
a sociologist, and Tavakoli-Taraghi, a historian, the current study
will analyze selected stories from the Qajar era and contemporary
writers. The study’s results have demonstrated that after opening up
the gap between the intellectuals and the state in the Pahlavi era, the
patterns of metaphoric resistance against the discourse of
development in fiction emerged. When the metaphoric system of
development changed, the resistance continued in another form. In
some cases, the fictional literature could refer to future metaphorical
patterns and prospective events besides critiquing the metaphorical
systems. This fact indicates the abilities of literary affairs and once
more the inabilities of theories that ignore the logic of literary affairs
reducing it to mere social, economic, and political matters.
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