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Abstract

Semiotic reading is a kind of textual aesthetic activity that recreates a work along historical
horizons and is influenced by cultural change and individual experiences of the reader.
Literary reading is designed to deepen literary studies and language and literature education.
Riffaterre’s reading model is one of the new literary approaches that plays a significant role
in re-creation, explanation of the function of texts, and analysis of meaning. The will of the
reader in identifying the microtext and reaching the macrotext as well as the interpretation
of the meaning he presents forms the basis of this theory. As poetry essentially deviates
from grammatical structures, these signs are understood through several readings and
discovering the meanings hidden between the lines. Therefore, the present study uses
Riffaterre’s semiotic approach to examine two odes called “Hein al-Hussein Nawi al-Salat”
and “Reflections on the Night of Ashura” by Jassim Al-Sahih, a contemporary poet of
Saudi Arabia, in which the culture of Ashura is more evident. The findings show that these
poems strongly reflect the teachings of the Ashura uprising. Among the signs of this culture
found in the reading of the ode, one can see remembering the memory of Imam Hussein
throughout history, the hope of the Imam at the height of despair and tough conditions, the
majesty and high status of the Imam, depicting a bright future for future generations by the
Imam, and the immortality of sacrifice and courage.
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