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Abstract

Graves and cemeteries, more than being a place to bury the dead, are an important part of thought
and life. The tombstones of each historical period are made in accordance with the culture and art
of that period and transmit historical, political, and religious information and popular beliefs to
the future. Our knowledge of the life in the past is transferred to a large extent by archeologists,
who investigate the remains of the tombs and the designs carved on them. A large number of
cemeteries have remained of the Qajar era in different regions of Iran, including Lorestan Province.
This research tries to investigate motifs in tombstones of Shahanshah, Hayat al-Ghaib, and Haji
Baktash cemeteries in Lorestan Province during the Qajar era by focusing on the social function
of the deceased. This research tires to answer the following questions: (1) How are the themes and
contents of the decorative motifs in the cemeteries interpreted with regard to the social and cultural
atmosphere of Lorestan Province? (2) How can the motifs and decorations of the tombstones be
classified? (3) What symbolic themes and concepts are found in the motifs of tombstones? A
descriptive-analytical method was used to that end. The data were collected by reading library
resources, theses, and papers and also field research. The results of the investigation of the motifs
in tombstones of Shahanshah, Hayat al-Ghaib and Haji Baktash cemeteries in Lorestan show that
the motifs on the tombstones of Goosheh Shahanshah Cemetery present religious themes (such
as signs of mourning, worship, and faith) and non-religious themes (such as signs of bravery,
hunting, horse-riding, animals, hospitality, women, and women’s grooming).
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