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Abstract

As folk legends are rooted in people’s thoughts, emotions, and beliefs, they contain many
symbols with a lot of capacity for semantic analysis. Khaf County, Razavi Khorasan
Province, has numerous folk legends, full of symbols and meaning-making potential, and
the present research aims at recognizing this potential and studying people’s concerns
as reflected in the legends. In this research, for the first time, two folk legends of Khaf,
Kakolzari va Dandanmorwarid and Sultan va Heydarbeig, are symbolically studied based
on Ogden and Richards’ semiotic triangle to know which part of culture the symbols have
originated from and then examine the frequency of ritual thoughts in the symbols. Having
extracted the symbolic vocabulary from the stories, the cultural origin, main concepts,
hermeneutic thought, and finally the frequency of ritual thoughts were analyzed in the text
of the stories. According to the results, most of the symbols are taken from the environment
and material culture of the city, and they are often present in the text with a ritual concept.
Considering the harsh geographical conditions of Khaf, it seems that people have tried to
gain belonging to a group as a form of security by giving religious and mystical meaning
to the material and natural elements of their surroundings and by participating in stories,
myths and religious rituals.
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