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Abstract

Informed by “hiatus” and “continuity,” the transition from the old world to the
new world marked the creation of two grand narratives. For hiatus, the new
world was one of rationalisation which moved beyond tradition; however, it
produced incompatible waves, such as Romanticism, Nostalgia, and Nihilism,
all of which had a tendency to regress and glorify the continuity of the old
world. Continuity, on the other hand, highlighted the continuation and the
expansion of divine and cultural traditions in modernity. By dialogically
paralleling the two concepts, one can better understand the pluralistic nature
of modernity and its paradoxical experiences. Although one can identify such
internal contradictions in Iranian modernity, a thorough analysis of their
representations in Persian storytelling is less recurrent. In his The Lost Lamb of
Rai, Houshang Golshiri moves away from the dichotomous traditionalist
approach of the 60s and 70s and presents an unprecedented representation of
the changing perception of modernity in the 70s. He moves beyond praising or
negating the two worlds and presents a critical and intellectual narrative of the
attraction/repulsion dialectics regarding the past and the present.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Modernity still maintains its momentum as a concept. One can define different
cultural, political, and philosophical waves in accordance with their orientation
toward modernity, which necessitate the study of modernity and its different
and, at times, paradoxical aspects. This study criticises the continuous and
dominant narrative of modernity, and highlights different experiences,
contradictions, and polyphonies of the Modern. Although one can identify such
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internal contradictions in Iranian modernity, a thorough analysis of their
representations in Persian storytelling is less recurrent. In his The Lost Lamb of
Rai, Houshang Golshiri moves away from the dichotomous traditionalist
approach of the 60s and 70s and presents an unprecedented representation of
the changing perception of modernity in the 70s.

2. Methodology

The present study adopts a formalist approach. It regards the literary form as a
unified, non-conceptual, and concrete system, which connects to the social
structure through an infinite chain of visible and invisible strings. The social
structure is a historical, pluralistic,c and dynamic structure which entails
thoughts and experiences. This study adopts the literary form as a system of
ideological society-oriented signifiers. This article investigates wholeness and
its superiority. Abstract definitions reproduce concrete subjects, and the
method moves from the abstract to the concrete.

3. Theoretical Framework

Informed by “hiatus” and “continuity,” the present article investigates
modernity and traditionality. In light of hiatus, the classic worldview regards
modernity as the rationalisation of and disenchantment from the new world.
We have argued how hiatus produces incompatible waves, such as
Romanticism, Nostalgia, and Nihilism, all of which tend to regress and glorify
the continuity of the old world. On the other hand, we highlighted the
continuation and the expansion of divine and cultural traditions in modernity.
By dialogically paralleling the two concepts, we clarified the understanding of
the pluralistic nature of modernity and its paradoxical experiences.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Informed by the sociology of literature, which views the novel as a concrete
whole with inner ties to the societal structure, this study aims to answer the
following question: Up to the Islamic Revolution, has there ever been a novel
which presented the pluralistic and asynchronous qualities of modernity
without falling into hiatus essentialism? To answer the question, the study
concludes that Golshiri writes The Lost Lamb of Rai in accordance with the
principles of the Modern.

5. Conclusion

The absence of a single unifying idea in The Lost Lamb of Rai is in no case a
disadvantage; far from it, it is an advantage which represents the parallelism of
its form with the pluralistic and paradoxical Iranian modernity of the 60s and
70s. Though this novel possesses Romantic, Nostalgic, and Nihilistic overtones,
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it is not reduced to a narrative of hiatus. It is neither an appraisal nor a
negation of the past or the new world. It is a critical and intellectual narrative
of the attraction/repulsion dialectics regarding the past and the present. In The
Lost Lamb of Rai, Golshiri commingles the past and the present and rejects
their stasis. Rai is on a never-ending quest for freedom and must endure the
whirlpool of contradiction, ambiguity, and pain.
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