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Abstract

Abbas Mahmoud Akkad is a pioneer of modern Egyptian literature and a significant
intellectual personality in the Arab world, who, as a literary critic, extensively
contemplated the juxtaposition of tradition and modernity. This article presents findings
from a study on Akkad's critical methodology in relation to Freud's positivist legacy,
based on the initial hypothesis. Consequently, in the subsequent lines, he endeavors to
articulate his understanding of Collingwood's idea of re-activism. Subsequently, in
accordance with Sigmund Freud's perspectives, he elucidates and rectifies the nuances
of Akkad's psychological critique and the underlying assumptions inherent in these
critiques, upon which he bases his analysis of Abu Nawas's poetry. Consequently, this
is not solely a literary discourse; rather, it lacks references to the literary attributes and
features of criticism, instead adopting a philosophical tone and presuming the epistemic
value and objectivity of literary assertions. Ultimately, the findings indicate that the
critical methodology of Akkad, from methodological, epistemological, and
anthropological perspectives, faces challenges due to certain philosophical fallacies.
Despite its notable popularity in contemporary discourse, its application in literary
criticism is unwarranted. Much less serve as the foundation for moral value assessment.
Consequently, it reiterates Collingwood's concept of activism as a suggested framework
for a more profound comprehension of the concealed and intricate dimensions of poets'
lives.
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