Arabic Literature Criticism (2024, 14, 2/27: 167-180) ISSN: 2588-7491

The Use of the Myth in the Stories of Sana Al-
Shaalan; A Case Study of the Fiction Collection
“Aam Al-Naml

Received: 2023/08/02 . . I
Accepted: 2024/12/07 Yousef Motagian Nia'*, Khiyriyah Echresh?

Abstract

Myths serve as a conduit for the transmission of information and cultural
heritage throughout generations, documenting the history, traditions, and
cultural values of societies. Myths have influenced writers and artists in their
creative endeavors. The narratives of Sana Al-Shaalan stand out as significant
literary contributions, distinguished by their utilization of legend as a primary
mechanism for event narration and character development. The results reveal
that Al-Shaalan exploited a collection of different myths in her stories,
depending on the nature of the idea and the message she intends to
Literature, Faculty of communicate to the listener. It employed semantic displacement through the
Theology and Islamic water myth, transforming its connotation from one of fertility and generosity
Studies, Shahid Chamran to that of malevolence and hostility. This approach underscores the critical
need to conserve water resources while cautioning against their degradation
and contamination. The author employs Cinderella's character to illuminate
societal paradoxes and to influence the public personas of individuals present
on social media. The author depicts the ant kingdom in an unconventional
manner, employing myth to inspire readers with the characters' power and
courage, urging them to advocate for their rights and effect change.
Keywords: Heritage, the Myth, Short Stories, Sana al-Sha'lan, Aam al-Naml.
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