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Abstract

Islamic scholars and researchers have consistently focused on elucidating the
concept of "truth™ in rhetoric, but most of their works only cite the perspectives
of rhetoricians, rarely critiquing the views of intellectuals. In his rhetorical
work "Al-Taraz; al-Mutzimin al-asrar al-balagha wa alum hagaiqga al-ljaz,"
Yahya bin Hamzah Alavi (749 AH), a classical theorist, explains what "truth”
means and criticizes the views of most rhetorical experts. This article tries to
explain Alavi's way of thinking by looking at his ideas about "truth." It does
this by using both a qualitative and a descriptive-analytical approach to show
the two sides of his philosophy. The research findings indicate that the duality
derived from the author's initial usage (waz‘i wazi‘) or terminology (takhatub)
has eclipsed Alavi's perspectives on truth, presenting two contradictory
definitions of it. He has emphasized on the invalidity of the author’s first usage(
and lack of meaning transfer and considers it conditional on the usage; That is,
he rejects the author’s first usage as a criterion for transferring the meaning
from the truth to the permissible; But elsewhere, by validating the author’s first
usage, he accepts the transfer of meaning and negates the condition of usage in
it, and equalized the author’s first usage with the terminology. The principles
of rationalism can be applied to the intellectual components of Alavi thought.
Keywords: Hamza Alavi, Al-taraz, Terminology, the Author’s First Usage,
Truth, Rationalism Approach.
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