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Abstract

The list of the eight Seyr al-Moluk in the Hamzeh Isfahani's Tarikh Sunni Molouk
al-Arz va al-Anbia, is one of the most famous indexes of Iranian historical sources
that has been repeated six times in the oldest historical sources of Muslims from the
4th to the 6th century AH. This study compared the list in these sources and revealed
that Tarikh Hamzeh had at least two versions with minor differences. The first
version with a complete list was given to the authors of Shahnameh Abu Mansouri
and reached other sources. In another version, named by Biruni as Tawarikh al-
Kebar al-Omam, the name of one of the sources has been removed from the list. This
version was given to the Abu Ali Balkhi and Biruni. The later and existing
manuscripts of Tarikh Hamzeh are consistent with this text. On the other hand, by
comparing the way of recording of specific names in different narrations, it was
found that contrary to the common belief, some of the eight sources had been
probably in Persian. It was also found that the authors of Bal'ami's history of the
“Great Shahnameh” in this section probably meant the Shahnameh Abu Mansouri,
not the Shahnameh of Abu al-Mo'ayed Balkhi.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Throughout the history of Iran, Iranian figures have played a prominent role in the
formation of the first traditions of Muslim historiography by transmitting the news
and knowledge of their own predecessors. One of these figures was Hamzeh
Isfahani. He is known as the first historian who listed eight books that were
considered prominent sources of Iranian news. Then, he introduced seven of these
sources in his own history and, through comparing and contrasting the narrations
within these sources, elaborated on the news of pre-Islamic Iran. After him, this list
has been repeatedly used by other historical sources. It is now evident that the list
has been appeared in a total of six texts by the 6 century AH, though some
differences are evident. The difference in the repetition of the narrations of the list
raised several questions: When is the onset and formation of the narration? what are
the references and citations of the narrations in later sources? How is the book Al-
Omam different from Tarikh Sunni Molouk al-Arz va al-Anbia (the Sunni History of
the Kings of the Earth and the Prophets) and to which manuscript does the existing
version correspond? What was the source language of the list? When and in which
version of Tarikh Hamzeh (The History of Hamzeh) did the omission one of the
sources occur?

2. Method

This study was conducted to explore the genealogical structure of six narratives of
Hamzeh’s list trying to answer the research questions. The other aim was to better
know and present the historiography in the transition era and the ways that Iranian
culture have remained. It was assumed that exploring the contradictions and
similarities of a single narrative in some different sources and examining the
intertextual relationships of the narratives would contribute us to know more about
the dominant discourse in the works and the ideations their compilers. It would also
answer some questions that scholars have posed.

3. Results

The oldest text that has mentioned the list was The History of Hamzeh Isfahani. Abu
Mansouri Shahnameh and the Tarikh Bal’ami are the next sources that have
mentioned this list. However, it should be mentioned that that the final composition
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of The History of Hamzeh Isfahani was occurred after Abu Mansouri Shahnameh.
Another contradiction in the findings of this study is that Biruni, when mentioning
Hamzeh’s first narrative, calls it “Hamzeh's narrative from the Abesta", whereas
Hamzeh does not mention the Avesta in his list of sources. Furthermore, Biruni refers
to Hamzeh's book by a different name, i.e., Tarikh al-Kabir al-Omam (the history of
the great nations). He, however, in his introduction, explicitly states the title of the
book as Tarikh Sunni Molouk al-Arz va al-Anbia. The most prominent ambiguity of
Hamzeh's list is the omission of one of the primary sources. Of the eight-book list of
sources, he mentions only seven books, and the eighth source has been mentioned in
some later sources, including Musa Isa Khosravi’s book Rah Sasaniyan (the
Sasanid’s path).

Moreover, Ibn Nadim mentions the authors of Hamzeh's list in a part that talks
about the Persian-to-Arabic translators. He has assumed that these sources were in
Arabic, while neither in the History of Hamzeh nor in any later sources, the language
of these sources have been specified. It should be added that different ways of
recording names in the four narratives of Hamzeh shows different languages of his
sources. Another finding of this study is the specific use of the term “Great
Shahnameh”. The authors of Tarikh Bal'ami cite Hamzeh's list from the Great
Shahnameh. Many researchers believe that the Great Shahnameh is the Shahnameh
of Abu Ali or Abu al-Mu'ayyad Balkhi. However, Hamzeh list in the Tarikh Bal'ami
differs from the list of Biruni, which is originates from the Shahnameh of Abu Ali
Balkhi. Moreover, it is consistent with the same list in the Abu Mansouri Shahnameh.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Taking a genealogical approach to narratives, this study compared the narrative of
Hamzeh's list in six sources. By examining the relationships between these
narratives, it was found that this list was complete in the initial draft of Tarikh
Hamzeh (before the composition of the Abu Mansouri Shahnameh in 346 AH), and
was transmitted without any omissions from this text to Abu Mansouri Shahnameh
and from there to Tarikh Bal’ami. The first draft of Tarikh Hamzeh existed at least
until 520 AH, as the anonymous compiler of Mojmal, when describing the narrative,
mentioned Hamzeh's eight sources without omission. He directly referenced Tarikh
Hamzeh. The mentioned list is not complete in later versions and existing
manuscripts of Tarikh Hamzeh, and the name Musa Isa Kasravi has not been
mentioned.
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Referencing to another version of Tarikh Hamzeh called The History of the
Personalities of the Nations, introduced the first narrative of Hamzeh as “Hamzeh's
narrative from the Avesta”. Biruni's narratives from this book are almost identical to
the narratives of the Tarikh Sunni Molouk al-Arz, but the list of Hamzeh in this book
is not complete and the name of Musa Isa Kasrovi has been omitted from it.

Ibn Nadim, in his al-Fihrist, hused the History of Hamzeh, the Abu Mansouri
Shahnameh, and the Tarikh Bal’ami. He quoted from Hamzeh's list with the
additions of the Tarikh Bal’ami. This is while as the name of Farrokhan, the
astrologer of Yazdgerd, has not been in his sources, he assumed the these had been
the same, so he mentioned at the end of the list the name of Omar ibn Farrokhan, the
Iranian astronomer of Ma'mun’s court.

The results showed that the authors of most of sources after Hamzeh had access
to his list merely through the Tarikh Hamzeh. Ibn Nadim mentions the names of the
authors of these sources after the names of Ibn Mugaffa and Ibn Jahm, in the list of
translators of Persian into Arabic. He also assumed that all of Hamzeh's sources had
been Arabic translations of the Khudaynamehs, but he does not offer any evidence
for this assumption, nor has he provided any news or biography of the authors. On
the other hand, the complete comparison of the proper names and their recording
methods in Hamzeh’s four narratives revealed a significant difference in the
linguistic identity of its sources, and this strengthens the possibility that some of the
sources in Hamzeh's list were in Persian.

Seemingly the compilers of Tarikh Bal’ami, when quoting Hamzeh's list from the
Great Shahnameh, did not mean the Shahnameh of Abu al-Mu'ayyad Balkhi, but the
Abu Mansouri Shahnameh. Therefore, Hamzeh's list entered the Tarikh Bal ami
through the Abu Mansouri Shahnameh, but shortly after compiling the Abu Mansouri
Shahnameh, Abu Ali Balkhi also quoted the list directly from Tarikh Hamzeh in his
Shahnameh. This way the narrative of the list reached Biruni’s Asar al-Baghiyabh. It
seems that Abu Ali Balkhi's version, just like the Ketab al-Omam (Book of the
Nations), as the source of Biruni for writing Asar al-Baghiyah, was a version of the
final manuscript of Tarikh Hamzeh.
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