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The Lexical and Semantic Connection of a Verse from Hafez with Mithraism

Khosro Ghasemian”®

Although a lot of research has been done in the realm of Hafez's poetry, it can still be
addressed from different angles. In this article, a verse from Hafez's sonnet, is analyzed
with the aim of showing its connection with the ritual of Mithraism.
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The dawn learned from your friends in the rite of affection When it ripped the air and the
black design For this purpose, firstly, the more accurate recordings and the more correct
readings were noticed and analyzed by referring to statistical comparison of eleven printed
and prominent copies of Hafez's Divan and paying attention to the poetic connections of
the verse's words. To reach the mentioned goal, the accurate recording of the words of the
verse and its more correct reading was specified, the opinions of several scholars were
discussed and criticizes, and the link between the key words of the verse with the symbols
mentioned in the ritual of Mithraism was provided with the help of intra-textual and extra-
textual signs. The main achievement of this research is strengthening the theory of Hafez’s
attention to Mithraism.

Hafez, Mithraism, path of love, air, dawn.

2024-06-24
2024-09-15

" Associate Prof Persian Language and Literature, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences,
khosrowghasemian@gmail.com
DOI: 10.22099/JBA.2024.48490.4454

@ COPYRIGHTS ©2021 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
@ Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the

original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.


https://doi.org/10.22099/jba.2024.48490.4454
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5336-2238

AFY 3006 AP Jl oligS sallio
VOF—AFY Lao #Y (ol cpow 50 Lo

e ol b Bl ) e abae 5 S50 Kgy
*OlaslB g -

e S

5ot O 4 cilzn slaasls 51015 oo S5 el ol bl 1513 slajiassy il a5 a3 3t s
[ oo 53 el 5 Oliass 11w (Jasle U585l SO Wlis )l 53 S 1 OT L s 5 (gle3b CIlas
w3 S 513 o 5 a3y g0 o en ol L OT Ols g 0315 OLES ) sty ol Sla 53 S 15a o p30ns
A5 OF oy Sl 5 S glaodly 335 Laed 035 et Gu b3l oslilss g0 Gda 4 Oy (5058
ol 03 ke sl b e 5 IS slaells Ole Ly DL 5 O (soslys Olubislail- 51 o5 s
G o Rasn cnl Gedes 3ysliws sl 4 S Dy pe el p 5 G003 GLALE SeSw e e

Wl e S e (5L 03 g Sty S S 5 e e b el e ol 4 Bl 3 Sy 5w

‘}A (e “:"'E'ij‘]a nr}au\.:?w Lja_ﬁL>- c;;'l.wj.ajé.ﬁ ‘),:._J :‘5-\.;.15 6‘#63‘}

IURVIIR|
lis pl s )l calis gla fags, sldazal 55 9 4 5 6 Fob g alels glacsl b g s b Ll ai
Lol 51 (F20 IYVY cdadls) ol Sleds 53 S 14 ds(sb odoens / g0 Sy b 53 wyif Olw s ) 1w

w)jéo):.&w‘wﬁ)‘}éjlﬂ‘j}&ﬁ:)yﬁﬁwbM‘Jiﬁnwibdidlﬁﬁ&ﬁub\bdm)}kﬂab

g u"l" Gateas 033 L;)LJ G lis SSw Cnse S ol a;dl OB Bda 4 Odew sl tjpy

khosrowghasemian@gmail.com . S e le olKiils (Sl g s dSKls ooyl Dlsl 5 0L5 bils ™
VEV/5/YD :allio b 223y s VEV/E/E rallio =Bl S )b
DOI: 10.22099/JBA.2024.48490.4454 vV - YaA- :Suig il Llb  YerhA —AVAY ;s i
@ COPYRIGHTS ©2021 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
@ Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the
original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.
Received: 2023-06-24 Accepted: 2024-09-15



https://doi.org/10.22099/jba.2024.48490.4454
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5336-2238

(7Y 2l VE-Y 3y oY (G0 ploasds A7 Jlw /(3] liawga) (589 39 pmids (sakxo VEA

olwlis bsl- )‘USJHQ-JE,LLMQTJ‘WJUJ_;)Q.:JLSJTS &Léaj‘jjjw)bwcbb- d[};’J Cj.kn
dﬁ-ﬁl{%@@j\j&uébwéh)\iﬁc&#d)}bduw)ﬂQQWJJjW\aM%‘Jﬁ@ﬁéa)l{)b

el eﬁyj)jq‘}.a J“"‘.i)k)‘"‘f ‘CM)‘A}LSMJJ”‘L;J@AJ:’.T“EB' &Q\bvﬁw&‘cdu)ﬂbl}-

Jobow 5 S e X

03 o sal 55 Ols 30 i 53 S n Ol 4 BB 5 S 5 ar s e e hol Gua 4 Oy 1
Slaelly onsn o Glaells Sle s o) eSOl deliw Slad 55 Sbr 1ga oS poden / g0 i b
S5 e (S8 5 01 Kos sladisy ook 5 Jsmie 5 Jobb OAd gy S5 sl 5 (80 5 (Olws)
nlzKaly 5 el 53 (ge i b

I Gladsens & 50 534S (e 5 (o) 5 (a0 (Ol (Ol lans TS5 oS kS o
o33b pte as anxl o b lid s il dlae g G 4 sy Gl A e s sl e ol Ll
W 2 5650 gl (ol s ) (gasind Cda e 3 oS T sdalie Olgs Sy BB ol ganls
(g dB) (Gasend w3 5 o] ool (529 5 (Oliw 930 Ja.:.,a (Sl ) (Alie 2 5 sl el s 9 2l
el ol sl o (©lwl) laus (Alin 2 (gasend K 3 5 (Lo 5 (Oliwsd) ks (g g2l 5 (a9
o 5 L e Sl S a4l 1 s sl s 5 (Ol ) Lo il on w5 LB (el 0050 Sl ol
Ml 5 (s oS Cllas opl 5 Ll oy 53 (1580 GaalS jpa woar 5 L s ogsl 5 bl ol @
T A e OSSR eSS s e S by S 5 B S s b s Kbl 5l e o]
(O 5 S0 Sk s SaSay 5 ols sl o 3 b OF Usles laders s ilsmr 5 (Okss) Lo
5, sy 5 s e e Ol 4 1 B35 S,

S b 5l e ESe b S e b 03 S WL L g by S 5 Ol kil 5l S
o2 s el 53 B0 e 4 iy b 0l BLal (il a5 Gamia 5 e a0 ax Lopa oS Lol
S en s Glaes (il Sw 5 0L3 L oS sl elgl A aw a5 Sl Slpen (B 53 OF o s
Gib Y e ol s b ) D BIele (g S b oS 5 s anig alBan Slaplel 2l (5 mis
(S Sy g X e 5 e

Gosla |y 15 a8 OIS H5b a5 b 5 sl oy Jobb (g clils o BLSI o s 1) iy b oS il o
dpn 5l pske (a3 clsias aebicsl) db S o Olawsl o3l e 1 O 5 dixeils o St 515 5 S e 6 Jl
3pb onl S Ol 5 o3l Gl (sl ol o 5 0l8 e (glins 3 5 Olaj A 55 p3euds 5 o (Olosh s
Slbl (S poodm plSn 3 oS ol 4 gol s g0 Sk 53 55 Olile 5 Oltngs 31 Olesl imy 158 268



(S Aty 2 5 (o 5 G200 imy ¢ gn iy b S Glapleyl e il 530S oo 05 ol bl Sla | 555

A3 Sl g sbo a5l Ol G5 315 Gatme Ol mes 53 Olemsl b 1gn 28 5 6 Sogl i 55
(p3odkg & il 35 & 3l ol ad OBl 1 5y Sl ol Sme a5 331550 ol b 45 iLed S
Sl i 1 Bl o K el 1) prodn 48 G5 5055 5 e €55 cpl B8 48 Jl s el Joi
il s
Dl Golsen 5 5 s SR s andl &S il b Sl e S L e o b ST -
g(d}A»Ja.?.\éL;b.-g)ﬁJ_ﬁ., st |y o) 5 Jeb 1y (p30dsps) AL s BLol LS 5 Oy st (g Sy b
m;su,ua,fdu)q“ﬁ,)tﬁgu}@ou)-.xﬁs\)oumﬁa,\;mmwd&ﬁm)«Jm»w
S o o)k 1 (SoU pal iy s ol oS ol i gal 5 Ol g 355 Sshn 03 15 (53050 cpdedep S
Oles ks b 53 53 58 e 5 p3oda 4l @ a5 Loaasls an 4 (aly o lime 35155 ol b iy s
Ll 8148 led aiSU los (353 0 5 s 5l JUt S slons s s o b OB e im0
S8l S U S e sst asl Sl 4 O o33 Job 1 om0 b o Js t oS5 a5 s (Bl
L SOt ol 58 15a b e o ool 4 gl 5 Ol g 31355 Sk 53 15 (S35 40 a0 145 35 Lne
LS o o0l
L OT Rl oymils Wag 5 s, 50 S soolss Olagidasls 51 = selSs Ol Sl ezand ol
3 1y Do dimer 5 (S8 o ol 2 el s ime OUT 51 5 a6 4 s e ]
3 el e Mg 53 (Sembo my o Al caalllils eoler x5 alie > e¥lele
S5l ko SBL n e Cl & B3l o5l Unl e 5 el 0351 (s g Ol i3 1 4 5 LG
Sl (e 5 Okl bty (Ol bbb Eous)sn Sy 505l YHA Gamio 3 o Aol o
1 S o (S b e S b (e s by S 5 il b s
JIg3l oS Wlazasls ge 58 w0 bl HIKET (g Ll 1 OF 5 ol (ge i o Ol 5L b Olas s lasl> 51 glousd
0348 Sl ol 30k 4 13 pl @ il 0 (g0 (b L «J—eﬂ;cf%b” Lol ey Lol s al 15 o]
o33 1y ot ool ol lad 5 ol i ol Gl g (AL S 8) 5 Ol s 3l (sme 5 S e Sob S b
3525 0k e Ol L3 Cadl 51 o5 0 Sl cil e ol Jeol (glaaadB Sl 5 55 ekie &S Ui Bl
AYSA \‘CAY“W (Alie ,2) (L ansls
Sl 5 a5 B 45 Wlos S5 Sl (rawd 2 4 oy 3l 3555 (Slime 3 0Ll 355 o alaDle 4SOl
ol I
fliua» S o (s 5 (Ol baes b oy sline > (L~ ‘;/.aJJ;o'C/JJJ SRS SN GO PR v

Tz AVPVess,2) (3ol 55 Oliwss Sioase Sios 3l LI ol 3 Sl 1y 355 ol Sl 158 oS =



(7Y ) VE-¥ 3L ¥ (50 louds AF Jlw /(i3] gliangs) (529 523 sakzo \0-
53 5 XS o et sen 5 Samn 5 s 5b 0N e LR b e Sl e 0L OV F
eSS o 05 sl
ol g oS ks 15 K30 Sl 1 01 (B3 5 3,15 5 4 ol (58l oy oS ol (B ptine b oS 55 opl b
52 5 Olwss Shelise Sl 1y b ol saalr 1sa o pKn 555 84S 1y Joss ool LS o0 5 0 ol
2l bl 6 S s 5 Oy e 3550 Ol 5 S el e el el (950500 (s4d b
eyl s Jol ol 5 Ol gs By nl Bl S 4 e 03 b sl Saslr 055 S 5 S 0 S
o) ol g o o> Bl 5o 5 S aSOLar e 5 s sa3lr J  meo p b 5 il a3 Ol
Aoy Ly g STl 53 a)ls Sl s 53 a5 i) s 5 e (S 35l e @*ﬂ/ﬁ »h
OTL 1 o) Oganae pns 4 oS (So3l3k 3,5 ime 55 s ie 0l Ol 1y oo S b oS me
1 ol slaes 3 OLSU (53l ol o 31 a5 oo (SEOB BU s 1y (80 5L 45 i e ] 3 e
VAV 0len) (e dilesls Gllail 433 e LS &
2 e STV 5 1Y e bbbl gl 4 |y okl fn g 0 BBl a5 Gl S8 e
(Oles) das o CL?-)\ 355 7 Cn S e ds 055 31 S A8 e
L (e ol g3l | s eals 5oy KT a8ls 5 olail olil o5 3 b e abde SOl
Sl 1 ool (gl (a0 bl 53] o Ao 5 L3 o0 Sl |y 555 slow ol (ki3S o 5 3,00 oo O siins
LS o Sl (5 g aelr 5 blta oS oon 355 Ol g (ga3Mes s g0 Olizr 52y S o O 51 g 5 L3 8
Eusdy 90 Cn s (sl 2Bl dudfﬂwducﬁ slde j3 a8 54 ((J,;Cj;/)ﬁ}goliww
ol Ol 5 Ll o Blol S 5 O pon |y (Gee Sy by oS 5 5 351 o (a5 10k 330 Jans pulad
St 3l s (s S opl S 1 SIS e 5 S e bee b el by e ol iZame ]
5 ol Sl b 2 5 ol w8 0l 1S e s 3sled e s Liled) Wpn e e ol 4 | Ldl-
Sl j3 54 o Saalsl 5y olasl (Y42 :OC FPAr Obdax) 3,10 6,5 J s S ;‘Lé-l‘ 5 s
Olidle 5 Oblawss 5hes S Sl Olgr a1y pld) 5 daos 1) o ol Gl poodn Sy i S o S
ol (S5 sl a8 CB b d mn 5 Kl bl Oler Jal (Ses Gl Oyl g3 oSl 5 e A el
(AN 0ka) (L1
S gl cpl b s 00,8 e (e | S ol ol = a3l 3 5 Wl o Ol o 5 SOk
e o liolin Ll ga 4 S b 038 GLSIL 0Lyl 5 il e il b 5l ey ESa L 1 gn i b sl =
B3 sy 8 bl 53 il oo Jlans 5 s ety 53 Wsm 5 355 s (Slo Ll s (58315 & i Olkeam SIS
o 3 LBl il ol (o gt 45 S 55Tk il s a5 g0 53 a3l e T L Bl ous Ols i
e el 3 Bl 5l Ols el g Sl 05 3 3050l 03 5 ol oditen 2 5 sl 5 willecadle 5 4L,
S 3 el 630lm 53 5035 LT (500 ol b sl & o 30 s o oS 5131 (oSome gy o e U



G slasly op S o 3l aS Sl e cbiteas LiT L3l L3 5 a3 b aS LS ol 03 S a5 O s ao Ll o
LS oo 1S Ol e e0liplys SOk (il 55 5 g s g0 5l (ol 4 5l s b e Ll s Lisl
S Iyl Slels ol -0 303 ol i Kos skl B D 3 5,555, 455 pl el 1 S e s
Sl s Bl et j5Tal alie s el alas il Olubid il 51 Kos 5 oS 6 ,S0les Tdas e 0LES
35 L3 5 et 4 Ol e 4ped 8l 4 ol 0305 DL w5 ol o b gt 2 00 ol @0 35 glay
ol e sl 353 A S as Noge Ll slagin 3,8 0 s
(PO AYVY (L)
S B SOl S sl L S e 305 1S G e 2
XYY oles)
Al eSS cpl Oy 5 i 35l By s O3 g0 5 o
(YY¥ :0len)
OB o oo Ao S w L BRI S R LU ESE P
VY Olana)
o GBS Slook @ Cas (e ol bl GAlEs 53 Eous ) pe S Ol g 1 nl Rl
S Gl b S 53 ke laaasiie Ol DLl 4 o80T 5 555 o Ll OF (sles la iy o354 0y
OF Slasiin 533l ol oLl o adaals Ll s cps 5 Oy 53 45 o bl s e OLlas op 5S35l ze
(ol 0355 Sl oius & 5 3,5 oSl SLls o) oliin il ] 65 ol Cgadly ol GokeSUuL
/ / QAR AP
et e (St o 4] 3 i ($35505 8 51 s a3 L s a8 DT ek sa o8 Oliie 1 Sk
ol K5 s L 5 LISl e 08 g Ol o santay 5 By 53 el o))l e s e |
Senp oolad 53 Gl Son s L Obasy 5 0Lk Vsl I i Ll 030 % gl o 3505 (58 5 bl
5 ObNMasl sy cnl e dle al anils (303 358 p3 e pl Kah 5 el 3 0Ll ade lie 5 sy
ol 23 5 Xy el e ol 52 L 01l Kin s il Blislay Oliioes 45 A3 Corgo el e 3 Joo VIS0 o]
10 0kea) (S5 a5 Ol alss 50 5,5
Sl b e s (e ml 55l OF 03 gl S bl s S ol D3 4l &)
Lol s ol 5 (5D @Sl pmn a8l joblie 51 n gl 5 ol azils 5925 S shee (gad> 50 035055
Rl sles o iy 5 esls g Bisel LOT & a5 L1y Sios e Sobu Jlpe 5038 ke |y plaplia

¢L2.o a5 38 58 dGL e |y (S fLLa dw g Al 0 «'ijzi» S (S5 c«'@AS» BYIPYY) fu" dw



(7Y 2l VE-Y 3y oY (G0 ploasds A7 Jlw /(3] liawga) (589 39 pmids (sakxo \ 0V

ATV ‘Jé)) Llos ol o \C«Ob-bf o) s e (G | «;.j» fu" 4w g «gl:éi» S ) (2S5l ((‘_,':.ST»

AV

S S ¥
Lol Ole Lsy 8L 5 B8l nd )3 = JJan glae3lslldS ) O3ls Comal 5 035 a5 osdle (hagsy cnl U
Sl 5l Fab glaast 5 s lo,l, L
(ol NS 5 a5 0 p5 ke Shm 35 o S OF )3 sddell
Gl 5 e Sy b 5 (ol Sl cllpar pmy il Olgioar B8l 51 i 55 ogr iS5 5 o5l A Sy -
((é)tj)t’.b;} e o) slasles 5l enled Ol e (1m) om (i e ol 3 alin glad sl L a0
gl il g g Olaba bl gat3les;ge salie 5 §sbse (S0 ml L3 i b 10 s
SOWIPRE JU% PPN RUNP G| [ N EIgrge o RS J
S n Ole o3 Rl o 5 SIS Glaolly F p bas Bladil &5 Ll a5 s sl 5 (S -
=Ll 1o e s a5 Lol en 5 Vazal e s diediy sk s S 13 O] e Ol Lasl>

QM‘OMJJJ})J«Jd‘}@m}b&;‘?}j@}h}w}f‘du)}

Leddlssl
Lsl- Olys Glag 15 e Ol sy 4 glaasd g eslinals; go (a0l g3 sladdasnns (5obl amlin gl i opl 50
les 55 o35, 50 (Lilazd S 513
s T 5 Ol (ki 5 458 ol 51 (6ol el Ol s 53 45 Ll e (g in elid Loy LS 55 06, Y
el 0313 OLES 503 8wy 1y o
Sl Sl e el OUS YAY S Y¥F claamis 4 015 0 o St S e ol 0633153 5 sl8da e 6l Y

B S aaxlp b

cL'..o

Oy s 0185 (83 (825 el s plazaliy L il O (VYFT)

I Lo splazaley (Gild Ll cbases bl s a2 lp Olys (VYVY)

ST



Pk 0L (Al 2 el imeal Ll 0o (VYVY)

Ol gl Olag s 5 el 10l 8 S8 — w98 C""’m Sl L8l Ol s (VYVY)
sl 0l b v 4 Lil> (\YVY)

BTN W] JV i PN Ve g A 5 sk Ll Ol (\YVE)

0133018 (Al 2 by 5 gl obla it Say il Olws (VYVA)
SNV VS Sy e V.J.N e Ll Ol s (\YAV)
i i 10l Sl dasesdaws © i S a . Ldl- Ol (\YAQ)

.o)]a.g Q‘J.@.? O z JJ—J C/J (\Ya%) REVE SOY cQL:.«\:A}-

Dldss 101,68 ¥ gl dille o gy il s Lil gaeliils (VYAV) o dllelg (ALt &
sk

Lo 0L e o[ OTVY) L ile o

Sosib 10,8 BT Caol - dew 1t 5 Lo o (sl zo, 5 L (YY) . S5 I5Y



Short Article

The Lexical and Semantic Connection of a Verse from

Hafez with Mithraism

Khosrow Ghasemian
Associate Professor in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Paramedical

Sciences, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences

Introduction
Hafez’s poetry has considerable poetic and historical delicacies and capacities for considerable
research; however, in the researches conducted on it, there are more repetitive words than new
ones. This article casts a fresh and more accurate look at these lines:
o Syl 5SS gel 55 g
olew et 3 Sl Iga 45 poodns
The dawn learned from your friends in the rite of affection

When it ripped the air and the black design

Also, a correct recording and reading of these lines have been identified and several
Hafez researchers’ opinions have been criticized and its connection with the ritual of Mithraism

has been shown in intra and extra-textual forms.

Methodology, Review of Literature and Purpose

By referring to authentic copies of Hafez’s Divan, more correct recording and reading of the
Iline became clear. Also, the opinions of several Hafez researchers about the lines were
criticized. The research purpose is to show the connection between the lines and some symbols

of the ritual of Mithraism to reveal Hafez’s attention to this ritual.
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In connection with the subject of the present article, i.e., the ritual of Mithraism, three
Hafez researchers have made positive or negative references in general: first, Baha-al-din
Khorramshahi, in the fourth volume of Encyclopedia of Hafez Studies has presented some
contents under the title of "Mithraism". In the meantime, he confirms Hafez’s reference to the
ritual of Mithraism by mentioning some lines of Hafez in support of his opinion. On page 2408,
when discussing the lines under discussion here, he records "doostan™ instead of "astan" and
"sahar" instead of "hava" and by reading "tarigat-e-mehr" with a pause after "tarigat™ expressed
his final opinion.

The second critic is Hossein Ali Heravi who, in Commentary on Hafiz’s Ghazals,
interpreted the line with the recording of "doostan” and "hava™ and referred to its connection
with the ritual of Mithraism; however, he creates contradiction in the meaning of the lines.

The third critic, Saeed Hamidian, in his Explanation of Enthusiasm, records "doostan”
and "hava" and refers to the ambiguity of the expression "tarigat-e-mehr”. He considers the
discussion of those who link these lines and some of the other Hafez’s verses to the religion of

Mithraism as absurd.

Discussion

In this verse, a more appropriate recording of the words, especially "doostan" and "hava", and
the clarification of the subject and object and some of its other links with the way of "tarigat-e-
Mehr" reading is important and helpful.

Undoubtedly, the preference for "doostan™ over "astan™ and "hawa" over "saba" and
"sahar", is the first step to achieve the article’s final goal. Accordingly, by referring to eleven
more notable printed versions of the poet’s Divan, it was observed that in seven editions of
"Khanlari”, "Neysari", "Sayeh", "Eivazi", "Naeini and Nazir Ahmad", "Javid and
Khorramshahi*, and "Rastgoo”, the recording of "doostan" and "hava" is mentioned, and in
three versions of "Qudsi", "Qazvini" and "Enjavi", the recording of "doostan™ and "saba"; and
only in one version of "Khorramshahi”, "astan" and "saba".

Out of the eleven notable versions, ten copies have recorded "doostan” and seven copies
"hawa". Therefore, considering the presence of the word "hawa" in the verse and ritual of
Mithraism and considering "tarigat-e-mehr" and some other points, one is inclined to vote for

the words "doostan™ and "hawa" over their equivalent recordings. According to this, and with
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the help of other intra and extra-textual links, the poet’s attention to the ritual of Mithraism is
strengthened and clarified.

In the reading of "tarigat-e-mehr™ as an additional combination, "hava" (lit: air) is the
subject, and according to the ancient belief that considered air as an invisible fluid substance
above the earth and the synonym of the sky, (Dehkhoda, Dictionary, Under the "air"), air in
these lines means "sky". "Sepideh dam" (lit: dawn) is also a time adverb and means sunrise.
Some people may think that because of the linking word "ke" (lit: that), it is more correct to
consider "dawn" the subject of the verse. But this is not true because in that case, the word
"hava" is redundant.

If we recite "tarigat mehr" with a pause after "tarigat”, we should take "sepideh dam”
the subject and "mehr" the object, and instead of "hava", we should put “sahar" which is
mentioned in some versions and it should be considered a time adverb.

In the ritual of Mithraism, there were seven, or in other accounts, twelve stages. Also,
titles and positions were given to the four elements of "air", "soil", "fire", and "water" and the
stages of the mystical journey were taught according to them. The three positions of "air" are

"crow",

vulture™ and "ostrich”; and the three positions of "soil" are "soldier”, "camel” and
"bull™; the three positions of "fire" are "mountain goat”, "horse” and "sun"; and the three
positions of "water" are "father”, "eagle™" and "father of fathers™ (Razi, 1992: 87).

Conclusion
Two conclusions are drawn from this research: firstly, with the help of the words "hava",
"shoar-e-siah™ and "tarigat-e-mehr" as intratextual signs and their comparison with similar
examples in the ritual of Mithraism, Hafez's attention to this religion has been further
strengthened and clarified.

Secondly, the study focuses on Hafez’s remarkable but controversial line, which have
been the subject of controversy among Hafez researchers. Through a methodical reading based
on reasoning and also criticism of three Hafez researchers’ opinions, a more accurate recording

and reading of the lines are presented.

Keywords: Hafez, Mithraism, path of love, air, dawn
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