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Abstract
1. Introduction

Resistance literature expresses the pains and struggles experienced
by nations or specific segments of society during pivotal historical
moments. As such, it is a continuous representation of opposing
forces, juxtaposing life against death and freedom against oppression.
Consequently, resistance literature in each period is molded by the
distinctive characteristics of that era and is influenced in form,
content, and orientation by the environmental, historical, social, and
political conditions of the time. Turkish resistance literature, likewise,
has evolved in response to diverse historical developments and socio-
political events, reflecting unique attributes and adopting new forms
with each phase of its existence. The significant impact of various
incidents, coupled with Turkey’s involvement in both World Wars,
has lent Turkish resistance poetry considerable depth and diversity,
allowing it to pass through numerous developmental stages.
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1-1. Statement of the Problem

This article aims to introduce Turkish resistance literature, analyze
its various approaches, and examine the historical events—such as
wars, revolutions, and more—that have contributed to the emergence
of this genre in Turkey. Findings from this study indicate that many
Turkish poets have composed war-themed poetry, while a significant
number have also written anti-war poetry, focusing deeply on the
destructive impact of war. Additionally, Turkish literature features
strong movements of nationalism and socialist realism, both of which
have maintained a lasting influence. Poets from these movements, like
Nazim Hikmet and Attila Ilhan, have succeeded in elevating Turkish
literature to a global level by emphasizing universal human themes.

1-2.Literature Review

In Turkey, numerous articles and theses on resistance and war
literature have been published, highlighting the significance and
breadth of this genre within the country. These studies not only
address the overarching concept of war in Turkish poetry but also
examine the impact of each specific war and historical event on
Turkish literature individually. For instance, Sahan Hordanya, in a
study titled World War 11 in Turkish Literature, analyzes works
influenced by the Second World War, while Erdogan Kul explores
this period from an anti-war perspective. Similarly, Duman Haluk and
Salih Kur Alp focus on the general theme of war in Turkish literature
and, through studies like New Sources in Turkish Literature and War
and Literature, provide an overview of Turkish resistance literature,
illustrating its various characteristics and ideological trends.

In addition to the extensive body of work within Turkey addressing
different wars and their effects on Turkish poetry, there are a few
studies from lIran that serve as a reference for this research. For
example, Mohammad Amin Seyfi, in his article titled An Introduction
to Turkish Literature, offers an overview of modern Turkish literature.
Furthermore, Ali Jahanshahi Afshar’s work examines elements of
resistance in the poetry of Nazim[ Hikmet, one of Turkey's most
prominent literary figures. Although Hikmet stands as a major
representative of Turkish literature, a more comprehensive and
thorough exploration of resistance in Turkish literature is necessary.
This would involve examining the concept across various historical
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periods and literary movements to gain a deeper understanding of its
evolution.

1-3. Significance and Necessity of the Research

Turkish poetry is one of the most significant literary domains closely
connected to Persian and Arabic language and literature, with a
history spanning several centuries and encompassing numerous eras
and literary movements. Beyond this rich heritage and the diversity of
its periods and trends, Turkish poetry today exhibits remarkable
thematic variety. Its ideological spectrum ranges from dogmatism and
religious devotion to liberalism, secularism, and even atheism. The
importance of studying this poetic field arises from its deep historical
roots, its diversity, and its extensive thematic scope, which
collectively make it a subject worthy of comprehensive academic
exploration.

2. Discussion

2-1.Examination of Resistance Poetry in Turkish Literature
Turkish resistance poetry can be divided into three main phases based
on historical periods: Pre-Islamic, Islamic, and Post-Modernization.
Each phase reflects the unique characteristics and stylistic elements
shaped by the socio-political conditions of its time. In the period
before modernization and constitutional reforms, Turkish resistance
poetry was relatively limited in scope, focusing primarily on themes
of heroism, national and religious valor, and epic tales. However,
following the modernization movement, poets began to infuse
resistance poetry with their own identities and personal perspectives,
portraying a broader array of themes and diverging from earlier, more
traditional approaches.

Moreover, it is essential to note that, before the modernization era,
Turkey’s wars took place predominantly in territories outside Istanbul,
often in lands under Ottoman control rather than within Turkish
borders. This geographical distance limited the direct emotional and
social impact of these conflicts on the Turkish populace.
Consequently, poetry about these battles was often authored by
military poets who had personally participated in the wars (Duman &
Gurseder, 2009, p. 45). This explains why, before the constitutional
period, resistance poetry in Turkey lacked diversity, often reflecting



Journal of Resistance Literature, 16 (30), 2024 304

the views of a specific societal class and shaped by the prevailing
ideological framework.

In contrast, during wars after the establishment of the Republic,
Istanbul and the Turkish people were directly affected, and their daily
lives were profoundly influenced by the conflict. In this context, the
Crimean War (1853-1856) marked a significant turning point in
Turkish resistance literature, as it was the first major conflict that
directly involved the Turkish public, making war an experience shared
by the entire population.

Another key focus of this study is Turkish poetry from the Second
World War, compared with poetry from the First World War and
earlier conflicts. The distinction between World War | and World War
Il poetry in Turkey can be illustrated through the works of two major
poets: Yahya Kemal and Karako¢. Karakog, a poet of World War I,
portrayed war in a heroic and optimistic light, celebrating victories
and expressing a supportive stance toward war. He viewed glorifying
the homeland’s heroes as a poet’s duty. Conversely, Yahya Kemal,
writing during World War IlI, presented war in a stark contrast,
focusing on the clash between life and death, lending his war poetry
an elegiac quality. Consequently, while World War | poetry reflects a
spirit of triumph and combativeness, World War Il poetry takes a
more realistic view, condemning the brutality of war and emphasizing
its bitterness (Saglam, 2014, p. 81).

2-2. Turkish Resistance Poetry Before Islam

Among the Turks, there has long existed a spirit of bravery, heroism,
and a drive for global dominance. This worldview contributed to the
incorporation of martial themes into Turkish poetry both before and
after the advent of Islam. Particularly in the folk literature of this
period, numerous poems were composed about war. During times of
intense warfare, people and warriors created poetry that reflected their
war-influenced lives and expressed their perspectives on the nature of
battle.

2-3. Turkish Resistance Poetry After the Introduction of Islam

With the collapse of the Goktirk Empire in the mid-8th century, a
struggle for dominance over Central Asia emerged between the
Abbasids and the Chinese. This struggle culminated in the Battle of
Talas in 751, where the Muslim Arabs clashed with the Chinese. The
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alliance between the Karluk Turks and the Arabs led to a major defeat
for the Chinese, compelling them to abandon their aspirations for
Central Asian control. Following this pivotal battle, the Turks became
closely acquainted with Islam, and by the 10th century, they began
converting en masse. With this conversion, the first works influenced
by Islam emerged during the Great Seljuk, Karakhanid, and Chagatai
periods.

2-4. Turkish Resistance Literature in the Modernization Era

After the fall of the Ottoman Empire, Turkish culture during the
modernization era was significantly influenced by Western
civilization, and Turkey’s political, social, and cultural institutions
began to adopt a European character. This shift transformed the
intellectual landscape of poets and thinkers, fostering a competitive
outlook between Turkey and Europe. During this time, Turkey
simultaneously adopted Western influences and developed a counter-
movement of anti-Western sentiment and Pan-Turkism, as a result of
its competition with the West. Over the span of 40 to 50 years, these
dynamics contributed to a new literary identity for Turkish
intellectuals and artists. During this period, Turkey engaged in several
wars that left a profound mark on its literature, helping to shape the
emerging artistic identity of Turkish culture (Duman, 2009, p. 44).

2-4-1. The 1828-1829 Ottoman-Russian War

One notable poetic work from this period is Legend, written under the
pseudonym "Ahu." This poem not only highlights Turkish soldiers but
also references Turkey's historical and sacred heroes, incorporating
themes of religious and spiritual significance. Additionally, another
poet, "Bayburtlu,” drew inspiration from the devastation of war to
create remarkable works in this genre (ibid., p. 47).

2-4-2. Key Historical Wars and Literary Movements in Turkish
Resistance Literature

2-4-2-1. 1853 — The Crimean War

2-4-2-2. 1877-1878 — The Russo-Turkish War

2-4-2-3. 1897 — The Thessaly War

2-4-2-4. 1912 — The Balkan Wars

2-4-2-5.1914-1918 — World War I

2-4-2-6. 1919 — The Turkish War of Independence
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2-4-2-7.1919-1922 — The Greco-Turkish War

2-4-2-8. 19201940 — Free Verse and Socialist Poetry

2-4-2-9. 1923-1940 — Literature in the Republican Era (Nationalistic
Literature)

2-4-2-10. 1939-1945 — World War 11

2-4-2-11. The Garip Poetry Movement and World War Il

2-4-2-12. Anti-War Literature

2-4-2-13. 1960-1980 — The New Socialist Poetry Movement

3. Conclusion

1. Turkish literature has witnessed numerous committed literary
movements, notably the significant currents of nationalism and
socialist realism, which have consistently attracted the attention of
Turkish poets and writers.

2. Following|[thel ¢constitutional era and World War I, Turkish poets
decisively distanced themselves from Ottoman literature, transforming
from value-centered to humanistic, realist, and anti-war literature.

3. A notable characteristic of Turkish literature is its cohesion and
unity; it is often possible to identify a shared perspective among
various poets, allowing their artistic and intellectual orientations to be
encapsulated within cohesive, comprehensive frameworks.

4. Great Turkish poets such as Nazim Hikmet, Orhan Veli, and Attila
[lhan have established themselves as key literary figures, promoting
humanistic, social, and anti-war ideals that have left a lasting
influence. Their work has elevated Turkish literature as a medium for
expressing the highest human values, fostering a keen awareness and
responsiveness to global and human issues.

Keywords: Resistance Literature, War literature, Nazim Hikmet,
Turkish poetry.
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