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Abstract
1. Introduction

Shahnameh by Abul Qasim Ferdowsi is teemed with historical,
cultural, linguistic, and territorial identity elements and symbols. This
work is also known as one of the outstanding works of the
civilizational sphere of Greater Iran. This valuable literary epic has
had a wide impact on different countries and ethnic groups and, as a
literary and cultural masterpiece, has played a very important role in
preserving and strengthening the national and cultural identity of
Afghanistan. Shahnameh, in Shahnameh readings and gatherings held
at various ceremonies and celebrations, is of great importance for
increasing the fighting spirit and sense of pride of Afghan soldiers and
heroes. This epic work, with its attractive description and beautiful
depiction of warriors and warriors, strengthens the motivation and
enthusiasm for defending the homeland and national values in the
hearts of the Afghan people. The deep connection of Shahnameh with
the literature of stability in Afghanistan indicates the unparalleled
impact of this work on the historical resistance of that land and has
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always been known as a symbol of the national and cultural values
and ideals of Afghanistan.
2. Methodology and Research Significance

The method of this research is a qualitative content analysis of the
type of theme that extracts the concepts of resistance and national
identity from the texts of Afghan poets. Then, it applies these themes
to the characters, myths, and heroic themes of the Shahnameh. In the
next stage, it interprets and analyzes these concepts to categorize and
present the results. The practical importance of this research is to
increase the morale of the Afghan people and its theoretical
importance is to develop knowledge and information in the field of
literature and culture of this region. From the perspective of cultural
policies, this research can help officials use the values and teachings
of the Shahnameh in their programs and actions to strengthen the
morale and identity of the Afghan people.

3. Discussion
3-1. A Brief Look at the History of Afghanistan

The land of Afghanistan was known as Khorasan in the Middle
Ages and as Ariana in ancient times (Daneshnameh Ariana, 1949,
Vol. 1: 234). The country that is known today as Afghanistan is the
product of the thoughts of Ahmad Shah Abdali (1729-1772). Although
he did not call his country by this name and called himself the King of
Khorasan, it is said that the name Afghanistan was first used as the
official name of the country in a treaty between Iran and England
during the Durrani rule in 1801. (Mozaffari, 2014: 13 / for more
information, see: An Introduction to the History of Afghanistan,
Mehdizadeh Kabuli, 2007)
3-2. Shahnameh Narrative Writing in Afghan Culture

Interest in Shahnameh and the tradition of Shahnameh reading in
Afghanistan has a long historical root, which can be traced back to the
19th century after the first British invasion of Afghanistan. This
tradition was also more popular and flourished in the markets of
Kabul than in other cities in Afghanistan. The influence of Shahnameh
on Afghan culture and literature shows the deep connection that the
people of this land had with this famous culture. Shahnameh readers
decorated their faces with the heroes of Shahnameh and tried to use
swords and bows to stage the stories. In this way, Shahnameh readers
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wanted to attract the attention of more marketers to themselves and
their Shahnameh reading and motivate people against their enemies
(Naderi, 2010: 175). This type of reading of the heroic stories of the
Shahnameh created more motivation and enthusiasm in the people and
made them stronger and more aware of the challenges and problems.
For this reason, “Since the time of Amir Habibullah, when
Afghanistan was under the protection of the British, reading the
Shahnameh in public was prohibited. Because itinerant readers armed
with swords, daggers, and spears had provided the means of distress
for the British representative.” (Toghyan Sakaei, 2010: 190).
3-3. The Position of Shahnameh and Ferdowsi in Afghan Resistance
Poetry

In the poetry of the resistance of Afghanistan, Shahnameh and the
works of Ferdowsi have also been mentioned as sources of inspiration
over and over again. Parto Naderi, a prominent Afghan poet, refers to
the glory and values of Shahnameh and Ferdowsi in his valuable
works written during the occupation of Afghanistan and praises them.
This connection between the poetry of the resistance of Afghanistan
and great literary works shows the influence and cultural and literary
values of such works. He praises the Shahnameh and its impact on the
culture and history of Great Iran. He emphasizes that this work, like
an impregnable fortress, has provided a basis for keeping the history
and culture of the Afghan nation alive. This poem by Parto is popular
among the Afghan people to honor and preserve the Shahnameh. Also,
the Afghan militant poet Abdul Qahar Asi, in his works, refers to the
"Shahnameh as a symbol of brotherhood, bloodline and trust” and
brings religious figures to speak of the bond of nationality and
religion. He shows that freedom, as a fundamental principle, can unite
people and strengthen the bond of brotherhood and trust. Elsewhere,
Asi, while praising his birthplace, describes it as the headquarters of
the heroes of the Shahnameh and poetically admires the brave men.
With a mixture of his feelings and thoughts, he portrays his deep
connection with the Shahnameh and its values.
3-4. Heroes and Characters of Shahnameh in Afghan Resistance Poetry

The heroes of Shahnameh such as Rustam, Sohrab, Esfandiar, and
Siavosh have played a very important role in developing the martial
spirit of the Afghan people. These heroes are depicted in Shahnameh
with strength, courage, and outstanding moral and human qualities.
For this reason, the Afghan people are inspired and role models by
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them. For example, in the poetry of Afghan resistance, the character
and characteristics of Rustam are often used as a heroic model for
effort and resistance in facing challenges. Latif Nazimi also considers
Zahak as a symbol of the ambition of the occupiers and Kaveh as a
symbol of the liberation and national liberation of Afghanistan. Parto
Naderi considers the epic poets of the homeland to be descendants of
Kaveh.
3-5.Women of Shahnameh, Symbol of the Sufferings of Afghan Women

Women of Shahnameh are present in the poetry of resistance of
Afghan women and men with great frequency and respect, and
sometimes they have conveyed their message to the people beyond the
male discourse of their society. Kazemi has an impressive poem called
Tahmina. Tahmina is a metaphor for the isolation and pain of women
who lose their young children, unmercifully. In this poem, the poet
wants to bring the voice of the oppression of Afghan women to the
ears of the world. (Kazemi, 2006: 117-118)
3-6. Shahnameh Cities: Symbol of National Identity in Afghanistan

The names of cities and historical places in Shahnameh play an
important role in the history and national culture of Afghanistan
because these names have had a direct connection with the events and
mythical figures of Afghanistan and have helped to remember the
cultural and historical heritage of the country. The presence of real
cities and historical places, such as Takht-e-Rostam, the Temple of
Nobahar, the city of Zahhak, etc., by referring to the events and heroes
of Shahnameh, can strengthen the courage, will, and perseverance of
the people, because these names have always been symbols of courage
and perseverance for the people of Afghanistan. A deeper
understanding and recognition of these places can help strengthen
individual and collective identity and transmit cultural and historical
values to future generations.
3-7. The use of mythological symbols of the Shahnameh in the poetry of
Afghan Resistance

Many mythological symbols in the Shahnameh have been used in
the works of Afghan intellectuals with a motivational function to
stimulate the heroic spirit of the people and fight against the invaders.
Mythological creatures such as demons, dragons, Simorgh, etc. have a
high frequency in Afghan social and resistance poems.
3-8. Afghanistan: The place where the heroic events of the Shahnameh
took place
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The connection between the Shahnameh and the people of
Afghanistan can be examined from several angles. This land, as the
place where heroic events took place, has played an important role in
creating a deep connection with the Shahnameh. As we know, one of
the sources for the composition of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is Balkhi's
Gashtaspnameh, which is composed of a thousand verses. This
connection and connection with the Shahnameh is not only with the
history of Iranian literature but also with the civilization and culture of
Afghanistan and can help increase national pride and cultural identity.
As one of the ancient literary and cultural masterpieces of this great
civilizational area, the Shahnameh narrates the common cultural
values between the people of Afghanistan and Iran. In addition, the
connection with the Shahnameh can lead to cultural and artistic
connections between the two countries and increase solidarity and
cooperation between the people of these two lands. This connection
can also help promote and develop knowledge and understanding
about the history, literature, and art of Afghanistan and Iran and add to
the cultural and civilizational values of these two countries.

3-9. Shahnameh and War Letters

Resistance poetry is a type of poetry with a familiar yet new name
in contemporary Persian literature of Afghanistan. This type of poetry
focuses primarily on the poems of the period of struggle and
resistance of the zealous Afghan people against the invasions of the
British occupying forces and the forces of the former Soviet Union.
These poems are inspired by numerous works as a means of resistance
and standing up for their nation against foreign aggression and
occupation. “Resistance poetry in contemporary Afghan literature
began with the writing of war letters during the reign of Ahmad Shah
Durrani, the powerful king of Afghanistan. Nizam al-Din eshrat, in his
Shahnameh, which he wrote about the life of Ahmad Shah and his
attacks on India in the vein of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, begins this
poetic style”. (Khaleeq,2016: 219)

In the war letters and literature of this period in Afghanistan, the
clash between the Afghan and British wars united different classes of
people to pursue common and vital ideals such as the country’s
freedom and salvation from disgrace. Some poets who were close to
the people participated in these battles with their poetry as a powerful
weapon and promoted freedom.

3-9-1. Gholami Jang-nameh
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Gholami's poetry depicts the epic of the Afghan people in the face
of the British invasion and consists of more than three thousand
verses. Gholami is a poet who is considered more of an artist. By
emphasizing personal feelings and using people and objects along
with his independent choice of words and use of language, he adheres
less to old literary values. However, in general, he has been able to
make significant progress in his works from an artistic point of view
and achieve new achievements in the accurate and clear description of
scenes. The images and scenes seen in old epic works are displayed in
Jang-nameh Gholami using well-known similes and metaphors from
the Shahnameh, which shows the deep influence of Master Toos on
his works.
3-9-2.Akbarnameh Kashmiri

Akbarnameh Kashmiri is a poem by Hamid Kashmiri, who was
born in 1246 AH in the village of Nopeg, a suburb of the city of
Shahabad, Kashmir. His father, named Hayatullah, was a famous
religious scholar and writer. Kashmiri was also skilled in the Arabic
language and, to strengthen his skills, he studied classical Persian
literature and the works of great Persian poets. It is said that “in a
gathering he had with his friends, one of the attendees said: | wish
Ferdowsi hld put these stories into order.” This sentence inspired him
to compose Akbarnameh. (Anusheh, 2002, Volume 3: 351-352)

This work is important from the perspective of literary history in
two ways: the first aspect is the impact and reactions that Akbar
Nameh had on the minds and consciences of the Afghan people in the
19th century, and the second is the recording of the events and wars of
Afghanistan from the perspective of the enemies.

4. Conclusion

In this research, by analyzing some research sources and poetic
works of Afghan scholars and poets, it was shown that the unique
effects of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh on the values, identity beliefs, and
the literature on the resistance of this land are undeniable. In this
research, by bringing numerous poetic examples, the impact of
characters, places, myths, and other identity elements of the
Shahnameh on the scope of the poetry of the resistance of Afghan
poets was shown. Also, some historical approaches and their practical
effects were discussed and examined. It was said that the use of the
myths of the Shahnameh, due to activism and the creation of an epic
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and heroic spirit, has been revived in the poetry of the resistance poets
of this country, which shows the prevalence of mythical truths in this
land. The poets and writers of the Afghan resistance have organized
and developed their values such as national identity, revolutionary
thoughts, and resistance ideas through inspiration from the
Shahnameh. Finally, this research has shown that Shahnameh has
played a significant role in promoting the human, epic, and moral
values of Afghanistan yesterday and today, and these effects still exist
in the contemporary period.

Keywords: Resistance literature, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Afghanistan,
National-Cultural identity
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