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Abstract

The theme of anti-tyranny is one of the most basic components of
resistance literature which is reflected in the poetry of contemporary
poets, sometimes through a clear and direct expression and sometimes
through a mysterious and symbolic language. One of the famous
contemporary poets who has always paid special attention to social
concepts in his poems is Houshang Ebtehaj. In this research, it is
intended to use the analytical-descriptive and library method to
investigate the poems of this contemporary poet, and identify the
symbols he has used to explain the concept of oppression. The results
of this research indicate that, in addition to the flow of social
romanticism, Ebtehaj has also been influenced by the flow of social
symbolism, and in his poems, he has used various symbols to show
social themes and themes of resistance. This contemporary poet has
used various symbols, but his approach to symbolism regarding this
theme is not an innovative and personal approach; rather he has often
tried to harmonize using general and natural symbols that other
contemporary poets have also used. Also, the most used symbol of
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oppression in Houshang Ebtehaj's poems include the symbol of the
night, which is repeated 42 times in his poems.

1. Introduction

One of the main components of resistance literature is the theme of
anti-tyranny. This is one of the most important themes of resistance
literature in contemporary poetry which can often be seen explicitly in
the poetry of this period. However, sometimes, due to the existence of
dark political conditions and closed social atmosphere, the concept of
oppression and anti-oppression has been reflected in the poems of
concerned poets of resistance literature, not directly, but by using a
mysterious and symbolic expression. One of the most famous figures
of contemporary Persian literature is Houshang Ebtehaj, known by the
pen name Sayeh. Along with his other contemporaries, this poet has
sometimes been unable to explicitly fight against the oppression and
suffocation prevailing in the society, and by using various symbols, he
has tried to show the theme of anti-tyranny in his poems. In this
research, we have examined the cases where Ebtehaj used symbols to
explain the concept of oppression, and we analyze each of these
symbols in terms of type and number.

2. Methodology

In this study, based on library-reseach, and analytical-descriptive
methods, it has been tried to use three books, namely, “Sher Zamane
;a;,  Houshang jbtehaj j by Faiz Sharifi, “Aeeneh dar Aeeneh, a
Selection of Sayeh's Poems” by Mohammad Reza Shafiei Kadkani,
and “Tasian, a Collection of Sayeh's Free Verses”, as sourses for
studying Houshang Ebtehaj's poems, and analyzing symbols used by
this influential contemporary poet. In order to explain the concept of
oppression and suffocation, and to deal with the theme of anti-
oppression, the authors have identified the symbols used in his poems,
and point out the frequency and type of each of these symbols.

3. Discussion

In Houshang Ebtehaj's poems, various symbols have been used several
times in order to explain the concept of oppression. In his poems, one
can see both public symbols used by other poets, and personal
symbols used only by Sayeh himself, with the explanation that the
number of public symbols in his poetry is more than private ones. In
another division, Sayeh has used both natural and artificial symbols to
indicate the concept of oppression; the first type is used more than the
second type in his poems. Totally, regarding the theme of anti-
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tyranny in Houshang Ebtehaj's poems, 47 symbols are repeated 130
times, of which the night symbol is the most used symbol for
oppression, with 42 repetitions. In this way, Houshang Ebtehaj can be
considered a symbolist poet, despite the fact that so far, he has been
introduced mostly as a romantic and social poet who has also used
various symbols to explain social concepts.

4. Conclusion

The results obtained from the analysis of the symbols of oppression in
Houshang Ebtehaj's poem are divided into several sections as follows:
1- Houshang Ebtehaj is mostly included among the poets of the social
romanticism movement. However, due to his historical closeness to
the beginning and the maturation of the social symbolism movement,
and his companionship with several poets of this movement, and the
leftist thoughts and opinions, and also due to the existence of social
pressure during his poetic period, Ebtehaj has used a mysterious and
symbolic language to address social and political concepts. His
approach, therefore, can sometimes be considered as a trend of social
symbolism.

2- Among the themes and components of resistance literature,
Ebtehaj repeats a total of 47 symbols with a frequency of 130 times to
explain the concept of oppression and suffocation, and for this reason,
the component of anti-tyranny can be considered one of the most
important themes of resistance in his poems, which He has also paid
attention to it directly.

3- Among the types of symbols used by Sayeh, in terms of
application, general (or so-called extended) symbols with a frequency
of 39 times, and in terms of origin, natural symbols with a frequency
of 26 times, the most types of symbols repeated in the concept of
oppression and suffocation in they include his poetry. And on the
other hand, personal and creative symbols (which we also called
established), with a frequency of 8 times, and artificial symbols with a
frequency of 21 times, are the least used symbols of Ebtehaj in the
concept of oppression. In this way, Ebtehaj's approach in symbolism
regarding the concept of oppression is towards the use of public
symbols, and he has less attention to inventing and creating symbols.
4- In terms of the frequency of repetition of symbols, regarding
dealing with the concept of oppression in Houshang Ebtehaj's poems,
the symbol of the night with a frequency of 42 repetitions is the most
used symbol of oppression and suffocation in the poem of Sayeh.
After that, black and blue colors are in the second place with a
frequency of 6 repetitions, and the symbols of wind and blood are in
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the next place in terms of frequency of use, with a frequency of 5
repetitions. Also, among the investigated symbols, the symbols of
winter, shadow, lightning, hail, fog, mountain, hell, well, fence,
cocoon, coward, stone thrower, rustom, king, throne and crown, axe,
torture, pain, owl, bat, Crow, demon, dragon, and the color yellow, all
with the frequency of only 1 use, are the least used symbols of
oppression in Houshang Ebtehajs poems.

Keywords: Houshang Ebtehaj, Symbol, Symbolism, Resistance Literature,
Oppression and Suffocation
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