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Abstract

1. Introduction

Epic and resistance literature, as two important literary genres, play
a key role in transmitting the noble concepts of resistance, sacrifice, and
defense of national and religious values. Shahnameh of Ferdowsi is a
prominent example of epic literature that, through its use of heroic
elements and the ethos of chivalry, keeps the spirit of heroism and
perseverance alive, encouraging its audience to stand firm and resist.
On the other hand, Holy Defence Literature, as one of the prominent
expressions of resistance literature in contemporary times, has a deep
connection with the themes of the Shahnameh. These two literary
genres, regardless of their affiliation with specific times and places,
belong to all people and emphasize the just defense against oppression
with a truth-seeking approach. To gain a deeper understanding of the
dimensions and capabilities of these two literary fields and clarify their
role in the cultural advancement of society, it is essential to revisit the
concept of perseverance, which is their common ground.
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2. Methodology

Since epic literature in textbooks has manifested in three main
aspects—epic perspective, epic language, and epic rhythm and form—
and resistance literature has revisited epic literature with a fresh
viewpoint and similar symbols and manifestations, this research, using
a comparative-descriptive method, identifies the shared components of
epic and resistance literature in the Persian textbooks of the secondary
school level during the 80s and 90s. The author in this study has
extracted and analyzed the similarities and analogies between resistance
and epic literature, as well as their symbols and manifestations, based
on selected and relevant poems. The statistical population of this
research includes four titles of Persian textbooks for grades 10, 11, 12,
and pre-university, along with the changes and transformations they
have undergone over the past twenty years.

3. Discussion
3-1. The concept of resistance:

Resistance literature is the complementary aspect of epic literature.
The unique content and social-cultural mission of epic literature reflect
various facets of the Iranian spirit. In textbooks, it sometimes carries
the essence of the land and homeland, while at other times it speaks of
faith. Despite all the differences between these two types of literature,
the element of struggle or resilience against any form of illegitimate
power is inherent in both. "The two concepts of resistance and love, and
resistance and faith, have always been presented as deterrent weapons
throughout history in the struggle against the aggression of powers and
the defense of nations" (Basaeri, 2024: 17). The most prominent
element of resistance in textbooks is "protest and denial.” Protest is a
reaction to the reality that surrounds the artist, and denial refers to any
form of deviation and injustice that leads to inequality and oppression
(Chehregani, 2002: 6). Therefore, it is necessary to examine the role of
resistance in the textbooks of the 80s and 90s with a focus on heroism,
identifying its indicators and components, and critically assessing the
relevant topics and the characters involved.

3-2. Chivalric literature:

Epic literature in past textbooks revolves around the themes of
Iran, Iranian identity, heroism, and chivalry. The concept of Iranian
identity has manifested through titles such as "Shah, the City of Iran”
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or "The City of Iran," and over successive periods, there have always
been changes in textbooks. These changes were so subtle that they were
not easily noticeable. While the volume of textbooks would increase or
decrease, there was no evident bias or one-sidedness. In the decade
under study, however, there has been a noticeable reduction in the
volume of epic literature, with an increase in the presence of resistance
literature. Even the small amount of epic literature that remains has
been selected purposefully. These changes result from various factors:
sometimes governmental perspectives, as presented in the educational
transformation program; sometimes new works created and included in
textbooks; sometimes new topics that need to be included; and at other
times, a reduction in the volume of lessons based on specific planning.
All of these factors have influenced the changes and transformations in
the type of literature in textbooks. Some of these changes are inevitable,
while others are deliberate and purposeful. Resistance and epic
literature are types of literature that have a specific purpose in their
alignment and similarity, as they cannot complete each other without
being connected. With the prominent presence of resistance literature
in textbooks, sections of the Shahnameh have been selected that align
with resistance literature, or whose analysis and interpretation are based
on it. These purposefully selected works include "The Story of Kaveh
the Blacksmith” (Pre-University Persian, 2006, p. 12), "Rostam and
Esfandiyar" (Persian 3, 2011, p. 75), "Siavash" (Pre-University Persian,
8888, .. 55), aaaaaa aaaaaa(rrr aam 1, 6666, .. 444), ddd ttttt tt nnd
Ashkabus" (Persian 2, 2006, p. 67).

Epic literature, which has been an integral part of textbooks, begins with
the *Shahnameh* and is manifested in various ways in the works of
others. These heroic themes in textbooks have been reflected in two
forms:

a) National Heroism: Kaveh the Blacksmith, Rostam and Ashkabus,
Rostam and Sohrab

b) Religious Heroism: Rostam and Esfandiyar, the Story of Siavash,
the Battle of Haidari, Sincerity of Action

To further explore these alignments and similarities, we will analyze
sections of both epic and resistance literature.
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3-2-1. Kaveh Dadkhah's struggle

One of the most prominent stories in the Shahnameh is the story of
Kaveh the Blacksmith. When we examine the story of Kaveh in the
textbook, we can clearly observe this alignment and similarity. For
instance, the textbook portrays Kaveh's society as an oppressed one,
which is a theme found in contemporary resistance literature. In epic
literature, however, there is no concept of an oppressed society. The
author writes in the lesson explanation, "The story that Ferdowsi has
turned into poetry represents the efforts of the oppressed masses against
the tyrant king of the time, Zahhak" (Pre-University Persian, 2016, p.
33). rrrrrrrr 1t eeerrrrrr mmumr ss MMM ' 111l ggggegg eeerrrgggee
of the common people against tyranny to the French Revolution: "We
can compare Kaveh's uprising and the struggle of the common people
against oppression with the French Revolution™ (same source, p. 12).
This alignment and similarity can be observed in every line of this epic.
The author also writes, "Kaveh's uprising shows support for the
oppressed and hardworking people” (same source, p. 13). One of
Kaveh's characteristics is "being wronged,"” which is a theme in
resistance literature.

3-2-2. Religious heroism:

Another aspect of general epic literature that has been emphasized
in textbooks is the struggle against the self, which we refer to as the
"Greater Jihad." This is a form of introspection that prevents a person
from focusing on external matters, a kind of self-purification. This
theme of inner struggle is so prevalent in textbooks that we cannot find
a lesson without it. The most prominent theme in mystical literature is
this struggle against the self. The poetry of several poets is filled with
this theme. For example, Sanai in his poem The Garden of Love
(Persian 11, 2011, p. 78), Hafez in his ghazal The Wise One (Persian
11,1111, .. 55), ddd mmm nnsss kkkk kkeee dddd (dddaaan 22, 8888,
p. 87) all extensively discuss this topic.

The most prominent manifestation of this can be seen in the poem
"Sincerity of Action” (Persian 10, 2007, p. 77). The poet speaks of a
hero who remains untouched by the people. This hero is an "imam" who
does not draw a sword and, contrary to all wars, we can see in him an
awakening or "freedom-making." He is a hero who does not claim
power, and destruction is not part of his work; instead, his task is to
recreate. "'l am a servant of the truth, not a servant of my body™" (Persian
00, 7777, .. 77). nneee sssnnn 11l sssss ssss mmmmnm eee eeeeee ..
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Freedom" (Persian 10, 2007, p. 54), the author attempts to depict
aspects of the sacred movement of the Iranian people before the victory
of the Islamic Revolution. This passage references scenes that signify
the struggle against the self. All of this is in line with the alignment of
past epic literature with contemporary resistance literature.

3-3. Resistance Literature

The term "Resistance Literature™ in Iran does not have a long
history and its use dates back to the 1980s. The victory of the Islamic
Revolution and the events surrounding it caused these themes to
become prominent and significant. Resistance literature in textbooks is
presented in two forms: domestic resistance and transnational
resistance. In this regard, writers have utilized all available capacities
such as drama, theater, film, poetry, and storytelling to convey their
themes. In the early years of the revolution, resistance literature focused
on describing the struggles against the Pahlavi regime and the sacrifices
of the people. In the transnational branch, themes such as resistance
against warmongering, opportunism, and colonialism were explored.
Notable figures in resistance literature include Hamid Sabzevari,
Mashfig Kashani, Tahereh Safarzadeh, Ghayser Aminpour, Ali Ma'lam
Damghani, and others.

In this study, there are a total of 100 lessons across three years of
high school. Of these, approximately 13 lessons directly address the
concept of the revolution, accounting for about 13.5% of the total
content. In the pre-university course, there are approximately 49
lessons, of which 16% are dedicated to resistance literature.

3-3-1. Messianism and anticipation

Among the intellectual elements of resistance literature, the topic of
Messianism is of paramount importance. The concept of anticipation
holds an extraordinary potential in the social and revolutionary
movement of the people. It is enough to note that this topic has been
mentioned 785 times in the textbooks. Of these 785 references, the
majority focus on supplication, occultation, and our duties in the era of
occultation, with fewer references to the titles and names of the Imam
(May God hasten his return). The results of content analysis of Persian
textbooks from the 80s and 90s show that the focus on Messianism and
the titles of Imam Mahdi (AJ) has gradually narrowed the space for epic
literature, making it more subordinate to resistance literature each year.



Journal of Resistance Literature, 16 (30), 2024 WF

3-3-2. Literature of the Islamic Revolution

Another of the topics that show the alignment between resistance and epic
literature in the textbooks of the 80s and 90s is the literature of the Islamic
Revolution, which appears in the following subjects:

1. Familiarity with the great personality of Imam
Khomeini and his role in the emergence of the Islamic
Revolution in the lesson "Three Encounters” by Nader Ebrahim (Persian 3,
Humanities, 1390, p. 78)

2. The memories of the revolution, Imam Khomeini’s
return, and the wunity of the people in the victory of the
revolution in the lesson "Flowers Blooming in the Breeze of Freedom" by
Simin Daneshvar (Persian 10, 1385, p. 88)

3. Praise of the martyrs and honoring their
position in lessons such as "Lovers of the Yaran" by
Hassan Hosseini (Persian 3, 1387, p. 57), "Picked Flowers" by Gholamreza
Ghodsi (Persian 3, Humanities, 1387, p. 54)

4. Honoring the veterans in the lesson "The Garden
of Gaze" by Alireza Ghazveh (Persian 3, 1392, p. 78)

5. Sacred defense and the memories of the fighters
in lessons like "Army" by Reza Amirkhani (Persian Pre-
University, 1392, p. 78) and "That Precious Night" by Seyyed Mahdi Shajayi
(Persian Pre-University, 1392, p. 101)

6. A call to struggle and the portrayal of the
oppressed in the lesson "Soil of the Free" by Sepideh
Kashani (Persian 10, 1399, p. 98)

3-3-3. Sacred Defense Literature

Another topic that aligns with the realms of language, literature, and
thought in epic literature is the literature of war and sacred defense. This type
of literature, in terms of literary and linguistic scope, is similar to epic
literature, but new themes are evident within its intellectual scope. Poets who
have been influential in textbooks in this field are numerous, including
Ghaiser Aminpour, Hassan Hosseini, Alireza Ghazveh, and Hamid Sabzevari,
who introduce students to new realms (Omozadeh Khaleeli, 1387, p. 87).
After the Islamic Revolution, war in textbooks has always been viewed
through the lens of the sacred defense (Ebrahimi, 1387, p. 82), in contrast to
the pre-revolutionary view, which saw it through the lens of patriotism and
love for the homeland. During the Islamic Revolution and the Sacred Defense,
war has never been viewed negatively. It is regarded as a blessing from God,
strengthening our character, faith, and future.

3-3-4. Memoir Writing

Memoir writing is another topic of resistance literature that was included

in textbooks after the revolution. The content of these memoirs either pertains
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to the memories of the Islamic Revolution, such as "Flowers Blooming in the
Breeze of Freedom" (Daneshvar, 1385, p. 78), or the memories of the war and
the frontlines, such as "The Spy Who Was a Donkey" (Arablou, 1390, p. 67).
These memoirs are very similar to the folk tales that emerged in epic literature
since the 6th century. The memories of the fighters and freedom fighters are
in fact folk tales similar to the stories of Samak Avyar, praising courage,
bravery, and chivalry. The freedom fighters and warriors, like the heroes of
Samak Ayar, are brave, wise, and combative. They are not driven by a desire
for wealth but by the pursuit of honor, which comes with chivalry. Memoir
writers were first and foremost fighters and freedom fighters. In order to
ensure that their valuable memories were not forgotten, they recorded them,
seeking to give them a place in the textbooks. Prior to this, the fighters had
shown films to the people and students in villages, streets, and mosques, and
even dedicated special programming on television to this cause. "The Sea-
hearted Vanguard" (Persian 10, 1388, p. 87) is a prominent example of this
kind of program, initially broadcast on television and later included in the
textbooks. The curriculum planners decided to include two memoirs or stories
of the sacred defense as reading material in every semester of the textbooks.
The lesson "The Sea-hearted Vanguard™ (Persian 10, 1388, p. 65) contains the
memories of the fighters, written by martyr Avini.
4. Conclusion

The first and most significant finding of this research is the
recognition of the geography of resistance and epic literature in textbooks and
the delineation of their boundaries, as well as the interdependence between
them. What is evident in the textbooks is the boundless expansiveness of
resistance literature and the narrowing of epic literature. The results of this
research show that while these two concepts are purposefully aligned and
harmonized, neither can continue its existence or fulfill its cultural and social
mission without the other. The similarity between these two concepts is more
evident in the realms of language, literature, and thought. Their difference lies
in the perspective and social environment that the writers and poets are
immersed in. The themes that have become prominent from these two
concepts include:
A call for unity and solidarity, following a single leadership, consulting and
utilizing collective wisdom, drawing inspiration from intellectual pioneers,
encouragement for uprising, fighting the enemy to the death, praising
martyrdom and the warrior's death, maintaining the spirit of heroism,
celebrating victorious achievements, and ultimately, patriotism and religious
faith. These are the results of the alignment of epic and resistance literature in
textbooks, which students are encouraged to embrace.
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