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Abstract

Pand-e Piran is one of the ancient Sufi texts that has twenty chapters and each chapter contains ten stories of pious
people and ascetics. Matini 1979 edited and published this book based on a manuscript, but since the name of the
mentioned book was not in that copy, the editor put the title "Pand-e Piran" on it. Pand-e Piran was translated
into Arabic by an unknown translator before 1060 AH, and its title is "Hekayat al-Salehin". Since Haji Khalifa
introduced a book in Farsi with the same name "Hekayat al-Salehin" and with the same structure, authored by
Othman ibn Omar al-Kahf, in Kashf al-Zonnun, it is highly probable that the original name of Pand-e Piran was
"Hekayat al-Salehin" and the name of its author was "Othman ibn Omar al-Kahf". Meanwhile, in the Indian
subcontinent, Habib Rokn al-din Pahvari Qorayshi, who was unaware of the existence of the Persian original of
the Arabic "Hekayat al-Salehin”, translated it into Persian in 1060 AH. In the critical edition of Pand-e Piran, it
is necessary to use "Hekayat al-Salehin™ as a secondary source. Correct and significant variants of the Arabic text,
especially in proper names, can help the editor in the critical edition of the Persian text.
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Introduction

Pand-e Piran is one of the important sources of knowledge of the Sufis of the first century. By narrating many stories,
it paints their image. This book was edited and published based on only one manuscript by Jalal Matini. The name of
the book, the name of the author, and the date of authorship are not mentioned in its text. Inspired by the introduction of
the book, the editor named it Pand-e Piran and knew it from the evidence of the fifth century. In the present study, while
introducing the translation of Pand-e Piran in Arabic called Hekayat al-Salehin, we have tried to critically edit some of
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the errors in the text of Pand-e Piran based on it and other secondary sources.

Review of Literature

Pand-e Piran is based on the manuscript preserved in the British Museum under the number 3207 editions and
published in 1979. This version has a colophon in a script different from the script of the text, and for this reason,
Charles Rieu viewed it to be an addition and considered the writing of that version to be possible in the 13th
century AD (Rieu, 1895, p. 248-249).

From that time until now, even though nearly half a century has passed, no research has been published to solve
the problems of Pand-e Piran, except for an article published by Sadeghi (2017) entitled Pache-ye Rikhte, An
unknown compound in Pand-e Piran. The author tried to find one of the words of Pand-e Piran, which remained
unknown to its editor, i.e. the word "rikhte".

In addition, three articles have been published about the investigation of the sources of Pand-e Piran which
are: 1) A study in identifying the sources of the work Pand-e Piran by Khezeli and Sabzianpour (2015), 2) The
etymology of stories of ascetics and Sufis of the first and second centuries AH. Case study: Pand-e Piran by
Khezeli and Sabzianpour (2016), and 3) Digging into the Arabic sources of stories of ascetic and ascetic women
in the book Pand-e Piran by Khezeli and Mohammadi Raigani (2016).

Methodology

In the critical editing of texts, besides the copies, it is also necessary to use secondary sources. One of the most
important secondary sources in the editing of texts that have been translated into another language shortly after
their creation, especially when the translation is accurate and literal, is their old translation. On the other hand,
because in any translation, usually proper names (such as the names of persons and places) are directly transferred from
the source text to the destination text, using old translations is very efficient, especially in editing proper names. In
addition, it can be an efficient guide for the editor in detecting omissions or additional parts of the versions. In Pand-e
Piran, which was printed based on only one copy, despite the great care of the editor, there are many mistakes in the
text, especially in the proper names. However, Hekayat al-Salehin is a great advantage in the work of correcting Pand-
e Piran, and its use as a secondary source is of great importance, because the manuscript used by the translator was
probably old and authentic, and this book was accurately and literally translated. The provision of examples of errors
made in Pand-e Piran and their editing, considering Hekayat al-Salehin, confirms the importance and role of the stories
of Hekayat al-Salehin in the editing of Pand-e Piran.

Results

Hekayat al-Salehin is a work in Arabic, consisting of twenty chapters, each chapter containing ten stories of pious people
and ascetics. We have no information about its manuscript and we have access to an image of its lithography. Through
a comparative analysis of the structure and content of Hekayat al-Salehin and Pand-e Piran, we came to the conclusion
that Hekayat al-Salehin and Pand-e Piran are equal to each other and surely one is a translation of the other. Only the
name of the book and its structure are mentioned in the short introduction to Hekayat al-Salehin. However, the name of
the author or translator and the time of its composition or translation are not known. The oldest information obtained
about this book dates back to 1060 AD. In that year, Habib Ruknuddin Pehvari Qurayshi in the Indian subcontinent
translated the stories of the Prophets into Persian. On the other hand, Haji Khalifa has also mentioned a book with the
same name, topic, and structure in Kashf al-Zonnun, but in Persian language.

Apparently, due to the similarity of the name and structure of the Arabic Hekayat al-Salehin with the Persian Hekayat
al-Salehin by Othman ibn Omar al-Kahf, some scholars such as Edward Edwards, Charles Ambrose Storey, and Aref
Naushahi in the introduction to the lithograph of the Arabic Hekayat al-Salehin have considered it a translation of the
Persian Hekayat al-Salehin by Othman ibn Omar al-Kahf. In our opinion, Hakkayat al-Salahin is a text that has been
translated from Persian to Arabic for the following reasons: 1) The prose style of Hekayat al-Salehin, 2) Linguistic
differences in the prose of Hekayat al-Salehin with the same sayings and stories in ancient Arabic sources, and 3)
Records of the translation of Sufi stories from Persian to Arabic. Since Pand-e Piran has the same structure as the book
of Othman ibn Omar al-Kahf, and on the other hand, the title of its Arabic translation is Hekayat al-Salehin, it is clear
that Pand-e Piran is actually the same as Hekayat al-Salehin by Othman ibn Omar al-Kahf.

Considering the results of the present study, it can be concluded that:

1) Hekayat al-Salehin is an Arabic translation of Pand-e Piran.

2) The name of the translator and the exact date of the translation of Pand-e Piran into Arabic are not known,
but it was definitely before 1060 AH.

3) The original name of Pand-e Piran was Hekayat al-Salehin and its author is Othman ibn Omar al-Kahf.

4) In the Indian subcontinent, Habib Ruknuddin Pehvari Qurayshi, who was apparently unaware of the
existence of the Persian original of Hekayat al-Salehin, translated the Arabic text into Persian in 1060 A.H., and
several copies of it remain today.

5) In the text of Pand-e Piran, there are many distortions, especially in proper names, as well as omissions. It
is necessary to use Hekayat al-Salehin as a secondary source in the editing of Pand-e Piran because the base
version of the translation was probably old and authentic.
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