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Abstract

Wittfogel's theory of Oriental Tyranny is one of the approaches that reveals the complex characteristics of
Eastern societies and their cultural differences through which the complexities of these societies can be
understood. For this purpose, by examining various literary works, it is possible to discover the
manifestations of Eastern tyranny and its impact on individuals and societies, and the meanings of literary
works. In this study, using the method of descriptive analysis and the approach of literary sociology, the
authors have analyzed the components of Oriental tyranny in Fihe Ma Fih and compared them with the text
of great mystical works and have come to the conclusion that Fihe Ma Fih, in addition to mystical and
ethical issues also includes other cultural, social, and intellectual discourses. Maulavi has reconstructed and
reproduced the political structure of the authoritarian system and the discourse emanating from it in the
form of his stories, letters, and mystical thoughts in his Maktoobat, and for this reason, it can be said that
he, like other people of his time, has accepted the dominant discourse about power and politics. On the
basis of these stories, directly and indirectly, he has given legitimacy to that government system.
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Introduction

The theory of oriental tyranny in its various narratives has been the main analytical framework for
understanding the nature of the society and the premodern and traditional governments of Iran. This
theory in its various narratives has been the main analytical framework for understanding the nature of
Iranian society and government, and it gives simple, clear, and convincing answers to the
contradictory needs in the field of understanding the past and present Iranian society from various
aspects. Of course, the application of this theory to study the Iranian society has its supporters and
opponents. For this purpose, this study shows the reflection of the authoritarian system ruling the
society in the behavior and culture of the Iranian people in Fihe Ma Fih and Maktoobat of Rumi, and
by this means, it presents the hidden layers of his thought and the political and social conditions of his
time to his fans.

Literature Review

The Oriental Tyranny theory is one of the oldest theories that examines authoritarian systems in the
world, and its history goes back to the opinions of Aristotle. The main processors of this theory were
Marx and Engels. Karl August Wittfogel, a German sociologist, is also one of the important theorists
in the field of Eastern authoritarianism. After 30 years of studying the tyranny of the Eastern societies,
he came to the conclusion that the water-centered (Absalar) society, water-centered civilization, or
territorial bureaucracy are the best concepts to name the authoritarian systems in Eastern countries. In
this theory, the government became an absolute power and a force superior to the society due to the
authority it had in monitoring and dominating the vital affairs of the society. It can be said that
Oriental Tyranny is characterized by centralized power, authoritarian government, and hierarchical
social structure.

Based on Adam Smith's analysis, in a modern society, the society can be classified based on
property or income. But for the class analysis of the water-centered (Absalar) society, attention is paid
to the basis of "supervision". According to Wittfogel's opinion, in a water- centered society, people are
divided into two main categories: 1) Superior and privileged people, and 2) Low-class and deprived
people. In this vertical structure, the Sultan is at the head of the society, and other people, whether they
are in governmental or non-governmental positions, are considered subjects. In this system, the
pyramid of power is determined not through the law but through the use of force and power. Maulavi,
consciously or unconsciously, depicted the social classes of his time in Fihe Ma Fih as they existed in
an oriental authoritarian society.

Kings are usually depicted in history with majesty and cruelty of heart. According to Wittfogel, the
use of violence, punishment, and intimidation is the inevitable end of the ruler's decision to realize his
own interests, by which he secures his social superiority against attacks from the lower classes and
forces people to obey the government without question. Rumi has presented a picture of the anger and
violence of the rulers in Fihe Ma Fih and has warned the people not to approach them.

According to Wittfogel, the authoritarian system tends to educate a society that listens to orders and
has no identity, and prevents people from following their will and independent political action because
absolute power is a form of government in which all powers are in the hands of the ruler. Based on the
theory of Oriental Tyranny, in the Eastern societies, what they demand from their subjects is pure
obedience and submission. The reflection of such an idea can be seen in the relationship between
Murid and Moradi in Fihe Ma Fih and Maktobat.

In the Eastern authoritarian societies, the state has had a mythical and sacred aspect, and the kings
have attributed a divine and otherworldly origin to their rule. They have taken advantage of this belief
in order to gain legitimacy and justify their arbitrary actions. This issue has been crystallized in Fihe
Ma Fih in which Maulavi addressed the kings and power holders of the time with titles such as the
representative of God, the chosen one, the vicegerent of the right, and so on.

The strong concentration of the military force, religion, and bureaucracy gave the authoritarian
power of the Absalar government, although sometimes in the authoritarian governments of the Eastern
societies, the king, due to his weakness and incompetence, handed over part of his operational
superiority to a viceroy, minister, or chancellor. However, this action did not have much effect in
reducing his autocracy.
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During the era of Rumi, the main axis of Iran's economy was based on agriculture, and water was
used for cultivation in agricultural fields with different methods. Of course, it must be said that this
feature became very faint at the beginning of the Mongol attack on Iran, but after peace returned to the
country, it prospered again. In the historical works that narrate the history of this era, agriculture, the
creation of dams, networks, and water transfer channels are mentioned.

In order to show their greatness and power, autocratic governments usually built their buildings and
residences very magnificent. In this context, Wittfogel believes that the architectural style of an
Absalar society is to be magnificent. Time measurement and calendering of mathematical and
astrological functions under the cover of magic and astrology and under the hidden veil of secret had
also become a means to improve the production of water power.

Another inhuman feature of this system was slavery. According to Wittfogel, in the Absalar
society, slaves are mostly found in the court, government offices, mines, and special types of
construction activities. The fear of confiscation and usurpation of property and assets by the
government and arbitrary rulers was a nightmare that continuously plunged all sections of the society
into extreme insecurity. As a result, people of the tyrannical society hid their property from the
government. In addition, in the courts of the kings of the Eastern autocratic societies, slander,
scurrility, and malice were common and the courtiers used to do this immoral work to and get rid of
others or to gain more benefits.

Methodology
In this research, the method of descriptive analysis with the approach of literary sociology and
especially along with the application of the theory of Oriental Tyranny has been used.

Results

Analyzing the components and governance methods of the Eastern autocratic system and comparing
them with Molawi's words in Fihe Ma Fih show that parts of these works were influenced by the
political and governmental structure of the society and indicated the existence of a society that was
ruled by a hierarchical system. According to Wittfogel's theory, such a society is authoritarian.

Like other people of his time, Mawlana accepted the dominant discourse about power and politics,
and based on these anecdotes, directly and indirectly, he attributed a divine origin to that government
system. In the letters that he wrote to the kings and power holders of the time, he gave them the titles
Naib Haq, the representative of God and the Sultan of Hag. Intimidating and creating fear have been
the lasting factors of authoritarian regimes. He also presented a picture of intimidation, anger, and
violence of the kings in Fihe Ma Fih and warned people not to approach them. Based on Wittfogel's
theory of Oriental Tyranny, in Eastern societies, what governments demand from their subjects is pure
obedience and submission. The reflection of such an idea can be seen both in Fihe Ma Fih and in
Molawi's Maktoobat. The government, as considered by Rumi, is the same issue that is ruled by one
person as a "kingdom" and in the way of "coercion" in the theory of Oriental Tyranny. In other words,
in Molawi's view, the Sultanate means the absolute rule of one person over the people. Therefore, it
can be said that Molawi’s Fihe Ma Fih and Maktoobat are related to the dominant discourses of his
time and have played an important role in reproducing knowledge, beliefs, attitudes, ideologies, and
social norms in the society.
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