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Abstract

Epistemological questions have long been central to Western philosophical thought. Philosophers have engaged in
discussions regarding ancient Greece, contemporary philosophical currents, limitations of various types of
cognition, and strategies to overcome these limitations. These differing opinions have influenced both philosophy
and other sciences, with each philosophical stance giving rise to various positions in different fields. Additionally,
addressing epistemological questions has led to conflicts among various ways of understanding the world. There are
significant overlaps between theological, mystical, and philosophical thoughts on these topics. Key epistemological
questions, such as the limits of cognition and how to transcend them, are prevalent in mystical and theological
reflections, emphasizing concepts like existence, truth, discovery, concealment, intuition, categorical imperative,
nonexistence, language, and silence. In the context of Western phenomenological tradition, particularly in the views
of Martin Heidegger, the interrelations among these concepts can be examined through Heidegger's philosophy. His
ontological analysis reveals that knowledge is a concrete matter shaped by the subject's involvement, with Dasein
varying in connection to its past, present, and future (projection, projection, and projection). This research analyzed
the relationship between cognition and understanding within the framework of Dasein’s being-in-situation, focusing
on the intellectual system of Molavi, particularly in "Fihi Ma Fihi" and "Mathnawi". It explored how cognition and
errors in Molavi's thought changed based on human conditions, positions, and prior understandings.
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Introduction

The nature of knowledge and related questions have long captivated thinkers in the humanities, especially
philosophers. How do individuals come to understand the world and determine the truth of their beliefs? What
are the limits of human cognition? And is knowledge fundamentally possible or inherently restricted? These
inquiries have sparked endless theoretical debates. In recent centuries, the rise of natural sciences and
technological advancements has led to a tendency to dismiss the cognitive value of non-scientific thought. This
stance has faced significant opposition, particularly during the 19 and early 20" centuries when various
responses emerged to address epistemological challenges. Scholars began to explore the possibility of
knowledge in non-scientific domains, marking a departure from earlier views that denied the validity of such
knowledge.

In contrast to the past, earlier thinkers and their varied approaches to understanding the world are no longer
dismissed as pre-modern, superstitious, or illogical. Their insights are now recognized as valuable contributions
to human consciousness, prompting efforts to comprehend foundational ideas. This shift has given rise to a
distinct logic encompassing a range of mythological, religious, and mystical concepts. The study of
mythological, religious, and mystical texts has gained significant traction as these texts offer unique ways of
experiencing the world. They reveal diverse forms of knowledge and provide insights into contemporary
questions. Various mystical texts highlight the power of intuition, exploring its mechanisms, consequences, and
limitations within mystical thought while also considering its role in other forms of cognition. Moreover, some
mystical perspectives present a hierarchical view of existence and engage with epistemological issues even if
their conclusions do not align with knowledge derived from natural sciences. Thus, mystical traditions serve not
only as alternative forms of knowledge, but also as answers to epistemological inquiries.

This research aimed to explore the epistemic implications of Mathnawi-ye Ma'nawi, a significant mystical
text, particularly in relation to Fihi Ma Fihi. It examined the possibilities and limitations of various types of
cognition within Molavi's philosophical framework.

In Mathnawi and Fihi Ma Fihi, Molavi explored various aspects of knowledge, presenting a rich array of
epistemological questions. These inquiries often intersected with ontological themes, addressing mechanisms of
cognition, characteristics of knowledge, obstacles to understanding, the roles of external and internal senses,
levels of the soul, and types of knowledge and reason, as well as concepts like suspicion, imagination, unity of
existence, and unity of intuition. These topics were integral to Molavi's intellectual framework.

This research aimed to trace and analyze issues related to the limitations and obstacles of cognition through
the lens of Heidegger's concept of Dasein and its associated ideas. It examined cognitive errors, tools, and the
constraints of knowledge in relation to Heidegger's ontological perspectives. This approach was grounded in the
observation that Molavi’s thoughts revealed a strong connection between epistemological and ontological views,
with his portrayals of human existence paralleling Heidegger's conceptualization of Dasein. Ultimately, this
research demonstrated that the understanding and interpretation of meaning in Molavi's thought were shaped by
factors, such as place, time, conditions, perspective, and human positioning. The relativity of this understanding
arose from the relationship between the observer and the objects of knowledge. Thus, in Molavi's philosophy,
the situational nature of human existence fostered diverse ways of formulating and interpreting experiences.

Materials & Methods
This study employed a critical approach grounded in a library-based research methodology. The authors
reviewed philosophical and literary texts, taking detailed notes to analyze the information gathered.

Research Findings

The findings of this study revealed that Molavi's philosophical framework emphasized the situational nature of
cognition, indicating that different forms of understanding arose from varying contexts influenced by human
existence. This situationality aligned with Heidegger's concept of Dasein, where the interplay of past, present,
and future shaped one's cognitive experience.

The analysis of Mathnawi and Fihi Ma Fihi highlighted a diverse range of epistemological issues within
Molavi's work. These included the mechanisms and characteristics of cognition, obstacles to knowledge, and the
roles of both external and internal senses. The study demonstrated that factors, such as habits, analogies, and
imitation significantly impacted understanding, but could also lead to cognitive errors.

Additionally, the research identified that Molavi’s allegories reflected a hierarchical view of existence,
wherein different levels of the soul and types of knowledge interacted. This perspective revealed a complex
relationship between knowledge and the conditions surrounding human existence, underscoring the relativity of
understanding based on situational contexts.

Overall, the findings suggested that Molavi's thought not only addressed fundamental epistemological
questions, but also provided a nuanced understanding of how knowledge was constructed and interpreted in
relation to one's environment and experiences.
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Discussion of Results & Conclusion

This review demonstrated that in Molavi's philosophical framework, cognition was inherently situational, with
different forms of understanding arising from varying contexts. These contexts were closely tied to human
existence. Additionally, factors, such as habits, analogies, and imitation, while influential in shaping

understanding, could also lead to errors in cognition.
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