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Abstract

Golshan-e Raz is a seminal text in theoretical mysticism and numerous articles have been written about it. This
study analyzed the perspectives of authors, who wrote about Golshan-e Raz in the 1980s and 1990s by using the
lens of reception theory. This theory highlights the interplay between the text and its readers, emphasizing how
the reader's role is crucial in determining a text's meaning and how social paradigms shape the audience's
expectations. The theorists Hans Robert Jauss and Eiser argue that the interpretation of a text can shift according
to historical context and the reader's background. Their work suggests that readers draw on their literary
knowledge and cognitive frameworks to create meaning. This research employed a descriptive-analytical
approach, referencing articles from the 1980s and 1990s focused on Golshan-e Raz. The findings indicated that
the audience's expectations and the prevailing social paradigms of these two decades—such as a preference for
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rational interpretations, the integration of religion and mysticism, an interest in comparative studies, and a focus
on theoretical mysticism—had significantly influenced how readers interpreted the text. These interpretations
could be categorized into 5 major themes: content criticism, aesthetic criticism, exploration of the roots in the
Qur'an and Hadith, comparative research, and analysis of commentary on Golshan-e Raz.
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Introduction

Golshan-e Raz written by Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari, a mystic from the 7" and 8" centuries Hijri, stands as
one of the most significant mystical poems in Persian literature. Its profound exploration of mystical concepts
and its comprehensive nature have led to numerous commentaries and studies since the 8" century. A key factor
in this enduring interest is the recognition that writers—readers attuned to the social and cultural transformations
of their times—have engaged deeply with Golshan-e Raz. This research examined articles from the 1980s and
1990s that analyzed Golshan-e Raz and its various interpretations through the lens of reception theory.

The founders of reception theory, Wolfgang Iser and Hans Robert Jauss, assert that a single text is interpreted
differently by various readers depending on their unique contexts. In essence, the quality and aesthetic value of a
text are shaped by the perspectives of the reading community influenced by their imaginations and beliefs
(Javari, 2004, p. 59).

Jauss elaborates on this idea using two key concepts: horizon of expectation and paradigm. The horizon of
expectation refers to the complex system of the audience's desires and needs that guide them to a work, creating
anticipations that the text is expected to fulfill (Namvarmotlagh, 2007, p. 100). The second concept, paradigm,
addresses the epistemological frameworks, within which society operates, shaping how individuals think,
produce, and interact with political, social, and cultural institutions (Jauss, 1982, pp. 4-5). Wolfgang Iser, another
prominent figure in reception theory, highlights the interactive relationship between text and reader. He notes
that a text functions as a complete system of processes, necessitating a space for readers to reconstruct meaning.
This space referred to as a "gap" comprises the empty areas that readers must fill (Iser, 1987, p. 169).

Based on these ideas, the authors of this research aimed to address the following questions:

1. How have the social and cultural paradigms of Iranian society during the 1980s and 1990s influenced
the reception of Golshan-e Raz?

2. Which aspects of Shabestri's thought are most prominently represented in the articles from this period?

Materials & Methods

This essay aimed to analyze the reading approaches of authors of research articles on Golshan-e Raz by using
aesthetic theory as a framework. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the study referenced 68 research
articles published in the 1980s and 1990s. Reception theory examines how text interpretations evolve over time,
reflecting the changing literary and social expectations of readers. Analyzing the desired articles based on their
titles and themes could enhance our understanding of how authors perceived Golshan-e Raz during these two
decades. This approach would help identify the audience's horizon of expectations regarding this mystical work
and reveal which aspects of Shabestari's thought were most prominently represented in the articles.

Research Findings
The studies conducted on Golshan-e Raz during the 1980s and 1990s reflected a horizon of social expectations,
including: 1) Gnosticism (theoretical and didactic), 2) the desire to justify mystical and religious concepts
through rational arguments, 3) expectations for the mystical text to address ontological, theological, and
anthropological issues, and 4) the anticipation that the opinions and teachings of mystics would align with
contemporary literary and non-literary theories.

These findings could be categorized into 7 distinct areas: 1) research focused on the text and its terminology,
2) comparative studies of Golshan-e Raz with other texts or mystical perspectives, 3) research based on
contemporary literary and non-literary theories, 4) articles employing structural analysis of the text, 5) research
analyzing Golshan-e Raz, 6) articles investigating the origins of the Qur'an and Hadith within Golshan-e Raz,
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and 7) miscellaneous articles addressing various angles of the text.

These articles were shaped by the dominant paradigms of the 1980s and 1990s, including: 1) a societal
tendency toward rational and reasoned interpretations, 2) an inclination toward comparative studies and various
forms of criticism, 3) a focus on theoretical and academic mysticism, and 4) an integration of religion and
mysticism.

According to Iser's theory of perception, all these readings represent cognitive processes that occur in the
minds of readers when they engage with the text of Golshan-e Raz. The prevailing social and literary
expectations, along with the dominant paradigms of each period, had led to diverse interpretations of the text.
Consequently, part of the meaning of Golshan-e Raz had been shaped by these studies.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Among the 68 research articles on Golshan-e Raz published in the 1980s and 1990s, 11 focused on
terminological analysis, 27 engaged in content criticism, 5 explored structural and aesthetic aspects, 11 offered
reviews, and 3 addressed recognition aspects. Many of these articles examined the roots of the Quran and Hadith
within the text, with content criticism (both adaptive and based on new ideas) being the most frequently
represented category.

The findings indicated that readers of Golshan-e Raz were significantly influenced by the horizons of
expectation and social paradigms of the two decades in question. Their interactions with the text revealed a dual
approach: at times grounded in rationality and reasoning and at other times shaped by religious paradigms,
personal experiences, and insights. This engagement allowed readers to identify and fill gaps in the text,
employing their unique reading strategies and intellectual frameworks to describe and interpret the mystical
concepts presented.

Consequently, it could be concluded that, in light of these readings and Iser's perspective, the meaning of
Golshan-e Raz was not fixed; rather, it varied according to the perspectives of different readers across historical
contexts within these two decades.
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