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Abstract

In the books and courses of “Oratory Art and Announcing”,
announcers of radio and television are taught how to pronounce each
sound accurately from its place of articulation in order to respect their
authenticity. Over the past decade, the writer has carefully observed
and recorded examples of insistence on following these teachings in
the news sections of the radio and television. In this article, we
discussed the issue of careful pronunciation on the basis of its
necessity and optionality regarding different cases. In addition, it is
investigated whether resisting processes such as assimilation is
possible, and if possible, does this resistance lead to the desired result,
i.e. careful pronunciation of words? The concept of ‘“natural
pronunciation” in this artivle is inspired by Milanian (2005). The
research method was “documentary” and the method oftdata analysis
was “qualitative content analysis”. According to this study, following
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careful pronunciation is necessary in some special cases, but in most
cases, it is optional and depends on the performance variables such as
“speaking rate”, and “style of speech”. This research shows that
speakers who resist processes such as “assimilation” do not actually
achieve their goal of careful pronunciation. They just change the place
where the “assimilation” occurs and,ain fact, they change the
“assimilation” of “progressive” to “regressive” or the assimilation of
“regressive” to “progressive”.

Keywords:  phonological  processes, assimilation,  careful
pronunciation, natural pronunciation, radio and television announcing

1. Introduction

In recent years, various books and courses on “Oratory Art and
Announcing”, have gained popularity in Iran. One of the key points
taught in these books and courses is the importance of observing the
careful pronunciation of words. The radio and television announcers
are taught to accurately articulate each word to maintain its originality.
Many sensitivities are highlighted regarding the phonetic processes,
which have influenced the announcers unfamiliar with phonetics and
its mechanisms, leading to improper generalizations in their speech.

Research Questions

1) When is careful pronunciation necessary and when is it optional?
2) Can we resist processes like assimilation, and if so, does this
resistance achieve the desired outcome of careful word pronunciation?

2. Theoretical concepts

Assimilation is one of the most widely used phonetic processes in
languages worldwide. It involves one phoneme becoming similar to
another in one or more characteristics. Assimilation can occur in two
main ways:

1) regressive assimilation, affecting the preceding phoneme;

2) progressive assimilation, affecting the following phoneme.
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According to Roach (2012), the occurrence of assimilation depends
on two factors, namely "speaking rate and style". Just as social
variables such as: age, gender, social class and literacy level create
variations in language, performance variables such as: "speed" and
"style™ also create different types of speech. Based on the "speed”
factor, speech is divided into the types: "slow", "careful”, "rapid", and
"very rapid" and according to “"style" it is divided into the types:

"formal”, "informal”, "colloquial™, and "casual”.
3. Methodology

The research method is "documentary” and the method of data
analysis is "qualitative content analysis”. Since the author became
aware of the phenomenon of resistance to phonetic processes, he has
witnessed many examples of its occurrence, in both radio and
television programs. However, due to the methodological
considerations and the space limitation, in this article we have
discussed only examples of news programs of the national television
networks of Iran.

4. Results

In examples examined, when faced with a two-term consonantal
cluster, the crucial point is to determine whether voicing or devoicing
of consonants is preferable. While there is a tendency towards
devoicing in double fricative clusters (such as /zf/, /fz/ and /xz/), in
words such as /hazf/, /hefz/ and /?a&xz/, it is more natural that the
voiced member /z/ be pronounced in the devoiced form [z], but this
does not happen in practice.

Some radio and television announcers, influenced by the teachings
mentioned in the introduction section, think that these pronunciations
are incorrect and therefore, try to prevent this process from happening
and to keep the /z/ sound in its original form. What happens in practice
is another assimilation that unintentionally leads to the conversion of
the preceding sound, i.e. /f/ into /v/. As a result, the aforementioned
words are pronounced as: [hazv], [hevz], and [?&qz].
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5. Discussion

Assimilation occurs more frequently in rapid and informal speech. It
Is essential to consider when such styles are used in radio and
television programs. The speed and style of speech in radio and
television has a continuum, and it ranges from the highest speed (such
as sports reports and comedy shows) to the lowest speed (such as
reciting poetry and reciting the Qur'an), while news programs are
almost located in the middle of this continuum.

While “Oratory Art and Announcing” instructors usually emphasize
the carful pronunciation in every situation and in every program,
linguists suggest natural pronunciation in most cases, except for
specific instances like "interference with homophone words, reading
literary texts, reading holy texts, and special terms and names"”. In
other cases, depending on the speed and style of speech, natural
pronunciation should be used.

6. Conclusion

Assimilation is a natural unconscious process that occurs
independently of speakers' intention. Resisting this process is
unnecessary and can hinder effective communication.

While careful pronunciation may be achievable in some cases with
effort, insisting on it can lead to unintended assimilation. For example,
if we want to pronounce the word "baztab" whose natural
pronunciation is [baztab] in a precise and careful manner, i.e. [baztab],
this is possible with a little precision, but sometimes insisting on
careful pronunciation despite much effort, does not lead to the desired
result in practice. For example, the word [haezf] becomes [haezv] or
the word [hefz] becomes [hevz]. In these cases, in fact, the occurrence
of assimilation has not been prevented; rather, the whereabouts of its
occurrence has been shifted and the assimilation of the progressive has
changed to the regressive, or the assimilation of the regressive changes
to the progressive.
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