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Iranian EFL Teachers’ Strategies to Correct Their Induced Errors in
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Abstract his study explored the strategies employed by Iranian EFL teachers
to correct their induced errors in the classroom. The extent to which each
strategy was used by the teachers was examined and the factors influencing
their selection of error correction strategies were investigated. Twelve
experienced Iranian EFL teachers were purposefully selected to participate in
the study. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, classroom
observations, and stimulated recall interviews. The data was analyzed using a
thematic analysis approach. The findings revealed that the participating
teachers employed various strategies to address their induced errors, including
immediate self-correction, delayed self-correction, eliciting learner correction,
and acknowledging and explaining errors. These strategies were influenced by
factors such as pedagogical beliefs, content knowledge, and classroom
management skills. The teachers generally viewed their induced errors as more
serious and in need of immediate correction compared to learner errors.

Keywords: Teacher-induced Errors; Error Correction Strategies; Self-Correction;
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1. Introduction
rror correction, as an important component of language education, enables
English language learners to improve their skills and achieve greater accuracy
E (Bitchener & Ferris, 2012; Lyster & Ranta, 1997). Therefore, the strategies
that English language teachers employ to address learners errors can
significantly impact the learning process. Researchers have noted that how teachers
correct errors can either facilitate or hinder linguistic progress, depending on the
appropriateness and timeliness of the feedback provided (Ellis, 2009; Sheen, 2011).
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The selection and implementation of error correction strategies by language
teachers are influenced by a complex interplay of factors, including their pedagogical
beliefs, content knowledge, and classroom management skills (Andrews, 2007;
Borg, 2003).

The sociocultural theory proposed by Vygotsky (1978), the noticing hypothesis
developed by Schmidt (1990) and Cognitive load theory by Sweller (1988) can
provide a foundation for the design and analysis of the study on EFL teachers’
strategies for correcting their induced errors, as they highlight the importance of
scaffolding, noticing, and cognitive load in language learning and error correction.

Previous studies have primarily focused on the impact of error correction on
learners' achievements (Chalak & Mazrouei, 2021; Ellis, 2009; Sheen, 2011; Lyster
& Ranta, 1997), while the factors influencing the selection and implementation of
error correction strategies by teachers have received less attention. Moreover, the
role of teachers' errors in the error correction process requires further investigation.
Despite their expertise, English language teachers may sometimes inadvertently
make errors during instruction due to slips of the tongue or incorrect modeling of the
target language (Farrell & Kun, 2008; Lasagabaster & Sierra, 2005). Teachers' errors
can have significant consequences, as they may lead to the perpetuation of incorrect
language forms and undermine the teacher’s credibility (Akram & Qureshi, 2013;
Farrell & Kun, 2008; Lasagabaster & Sierra, 2005).

Understanding how English language teachers address and correct their errors is
important, as it can provide insights into the cognitive processes and strategies
employed by teachers in error correction situations. Additionally, examining the
factors influencing teachers’ error correction approaches, such as educational
beliefs, content knowledge, and classroom management skills, can be beneficial in
developing educational programs and enhancing teachers' professional development
(Andrews, 2007; Borg, 2003).

The present study aims to address this gap in the existing research literature by
investigating the strategies used by English language teachers to correct their errors.
Specifically, this study seeks to answer the following questions:

¢  What strategies do Iranian English language teachers use to correct
their errors in the classroom?

e How do educational beliefs, content knowledge, and classroom
management skills influence the selection and implementation of error
correction strategies by Iranian English language teachers when faced with
their errors?

To answer the research questions, a qualitative research method was employed,
utilizing semi-structured interviews and classroom observations to collect data from
several English language teachers. The results of this study will contribute to the
existing resources on error correction in language education and provide a deeper
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understanding of the cognitive and educational processes involved in teachers' error
correction.

2. Method

This qualitative multiple-case study explored the strategies employed by Iranian EFL
teachers to correct their induced errors in the classroom. In the first stage of the study,
twelve experienced Iranian EFL teachers were purposefully selected to participate
in this study.

Then, the data were collected using semi-structured interviews, classroom
observations and stimulated recall interviews. In the next stage, the interview
transcripts, observation field notes, and stimulated recall interview data were
analyzed using a thematic analysis approach. The researcher followed the steps of
familiarization with the data, generating initial codes, searching for themes,
reviewing and refining themes, defining and naming themes, and producing the final
report.

3. Results

The analysis showed that the strategy with the highest percentage was immediate
self-correction (40.0%), followed by acknowledging and explaining errors (26.3%),
delayed self-correction (21.1%), and eliciting learner correction (12.6%).

Moreover, the data analysis revealed factors influencing the selection and
implementation of error correction strategies by EFL teachers when addressing their
induced errors. Regarding pedagogical beliefs, since the strategy with the highest
percentage was immediate self-correction (40.0%), we might conclude that most of
the participating teachers view errors as something to be eradicated; therefore, they
opt for immediate self-correction to ensure timely correction. As far as content
knowledge is concerned, teachers with stronger content knowledge were better
equipped to diagnose and address their mistakes in a meaningful way while those
with limited content knowledge delayed the correction to consult their knowledge or
resources before providing feedback. In addition, teachers with strong classroom
management skills could model self-reflection and provide explicit feedback in a
supportive environment based on the class conditions. In contrast, teachers with
limited classroom management skills struggled to implement certain strategies. They
avoided delaying error correction to prevent potential disruptions to the lesson.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In sum, this study highlights the importance of understanding the strategies
employed by Iranian EFL teachers to correct their induced errors in the classroom.
The findings suggest that these teachers employ a range of strategies including
immediate self-correction, acknowledging and explaining errors, delayed self-
correction and eliciting learner correction. Moreover, based on the results, the
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selection and implementation of these strategies are influenced by several factors
introduced in previous studies (Andrews, 2007; Borg, 2003), such as pedagogical
beliefs, content knowledge, and classroom management skills.

The findings of this study, similar to previous research, emphasize the necessity
of comprehensive training programs for teachers regarding error correction in
language education (Andrews, 2007; Borg, 2003). Such programs should inform
teachers about the role of error correction in language learning, enhance teachers’
content knowledge and linguistic awareness to identify and address errors and adapt
error correction approaches to the needs and skill levels of language learners.
Additionally, these programs should encourage teachers to critically examine their
beliefs, assumptions, and decision-making processes regarding error correction and
provide opportunities for teachers to observe and analyze error correction situations
in real classroom environments and receive constructive feedback on their error
correction strategies.

Furthermore, it is essential for English language teachers to learn classroom
management skills, including effective strategies for maintaining a positive and
supportive learning environment. Considering these key areas, teacher training and
professional development programs can better equip language teachers to face the
complexities of error correction practices and develop more effective, learner-
centered strategies for correcting both learners’ errors and their errors in the
classroom.
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