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Abstract

The artand literature of Iran during the Safavid period, one of the bright-
est cultural epochs in Iranian history, were significantly influenced by
romantic and symbolic themes. The story of Khosrow and Shirin by
Nezami Ganjavi has been a focal point for artists as one of the most
important romantic narratives. However, the deep connection between
visual arts and literature in this period has not been thoroughly exam-
ined. The illustrations of Shirin bathing and textiles from the Safavid
era are examples of this coexistence that aid in a better understanding of
how romantic stories are reflected in visual art and their impact on the
social and cultural life of the people. This study examines two illustra-
tions of Shirin bathing and a textile with a similar motif, depicting key
moments of the Khosrow and Shirin story. The research aims to answer
the following questions:

1. To what extent does the visual representation in the discussed minia-
ture paintings and textiles adhere to the story of Khosrow and Shirin
by Nezami Ganjavi?

2. Based on the textile displaying the story of Khosrow and Shirin,
what signs indicate the designer’s familiarity with the art of min-
iature painting? How can these works serve as tools for conveying

cultural and social concepts of that era?
The findings indicate that the narrative of Shirin bathing in the illustra-
tions and textiles from the Safavid era effectively reflects the romantic
and symbolic themes of the story. The establishment of libraries and
royal workshops facilitated the gathering of prominent artists and paved
the way for the creation of valuable works.
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