Urban Strategic Thought, 2(1(3)), 2024

%]

-

I

eISSN: 2981-1791 https://ut.journals.ikiu.ac.ir/ —

Ghullh

ic Though Y\
Urban Strategic Thought @

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY.

ORIGINAL RESEARCH PAPER Publisher: Imam Khomeini International University

The Challenges of Urban Livability in Afghanistan Based on Urban

Experts’ Point of View

Haniyeh Houdsony®", Faeze Ghale Ghavand®”

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Planning, Architecture and Urbanism Faculty, University of Art, Tehran, Iran.
2. Master of Urban Management, Architecture and Urbanism Faculty, University of Art, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO I Abstract

Received: 25/02/2024
Accepted: 16/04/2024
PP. 70-84

Keywords:
Afghanisian, Qualitative:
approach, Urban livabili~
ty, experts in the field of:
urban planning. :

eecceccccccccccccn

Number of figures: 0

Number of tables: 4

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

ntroduction: Due to the increasing urbanization, urban challenges are also increasing. The challenges of ur-

banization in developing countries challenge livability more severely and the concept of livability is directly
related to the quality of life of citizens. In addition to being considered as an under development country, the cit-
ies of Afghanistan have faced fundamental political changes over the past few years. Considering the impact of
politics on urban development in Afghanistan, the challenges of urban livability have become very important.

he Purpose of the Research: The purpose of this research is to examine the challenges of urban livability
with an emphasis on the changes within the last 5 years in Afghanistan.

Methodology: The approach of the current research is qualitative. This research is descriptive from the
aspect of internal goals and is considered as an applied research from the aspect of external goals. In line
with the qualitative assessment of urban livability in Afghanistan, the semi-structured interview method has
been used to collect the required data. The participants in this research were selected purposefully (with the help
of methods such as snowball) and their number depended on reaching the data saturation of 21 people. In this
research, the participants included professors, researchers and students of urban planning in Afghanistan. All
the interviews were recorded with the permission of the participant. During the interviews, note-taking was also
used, which was used both to mention the important and key issues and also to record the created ambiguities,
so that the participant can be asked about it again. After each interview, the audio file was played and was writ-
ten objectively with the same tone and expression. The data analysis method is the qualitative content analysis
method. Open, central and selective coding process was used for data analysis. This coding has been done at
three levels of abstraction. MAXQDA software is also used in the data management section. In this research,
an attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the findings by rereading the results by the interviewees.

Findings and Discussion: Afghanistan’s resources and strategic position have made this country important,
as a result of which both neighboring countries and superpower countries have a great impact on Afghan-
istan. Urban planning in Afghanistan is also heavily influenced by politics, and with the political changes that
occur, the urban planning and urban livability of Afghanistan also undergoes transformation. In the following,
the challenges of urban livability in Afghanistan are presented from the point of view of urban experts . The
main challenges of urban livability in Afghanistan include eleven main categories. These challenges include:
lack of sense of urban security, lack of platform for social interactions in urban spaces, one-dimensional view
of land uses, reduction of the sense of belonging, destruction of urban elements, destruction of public spaces,
weakening of citizen rights, non-specialization of urban management, economic stagnation in the financing of
cities, ineffectiveness of city laws and reduction of public participation.

Conclusion: Challenges of urban livability in Afghanistan are categorized in three dimensions such as so-
cial, economic and physical dimensions. The social dimension includes the challenges of the lack of feeling
of urban security, the weakening of citizen rights, the lack of a platform for social interactions in urban spaces,
the reduction of participation and the reduction of the sense of belonging. The physical dimension includes the ¢
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hallenges of eliminating Germany and urban elements, a one-dimensional view of uses and the destruction of
public spaces. The managerial dimension includes the non-specialized challenges of promoting urban man-
agement, economic stagnation in the financing of cities, and the inefficiency of urban laws. In summary, it
can be said that the index and principles of urban livability in Afghanistan are not in a favorable condition and
the livability of Afghan cities is facing serious and fundamental challenges. The main measure to improve
livability indicators is to increase the awareness of citizens and the government to take serious measures to
solve the problems. Today, there are many changes in the level of literacy and awareness of Afghan people
compared to the past. People of this period, especially Afghan women, have become more aware of their
rights. This awareness prevents people from accepting unfavorable conditions pushes them to reach the
conditions they deserve.
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- The principles of urban livability in Afghanistan are not in a favorable condition.
- The livability of Afghan cities is facing fundamental and serious challenges.
- Challenges of urban livability in Afghanistan are categorized in three social, economic and physical dimensions
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