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Abstract

This paper offers an interdisciplinary analysis of Tony Kushner’s play, A Bright Room
Called Day, through the lens of Gilles Deleuze’s interpretation of Immanuel Kant’s
philosophy. This study investigates how postmodern poetics are shaped by Kant’s
first principle —“the time is out of joint”— and his fourth principle — “the disorder of
all senses” —. Together, these concepts generate what can be termed as The Drama
of Disordered Relationships, a framework that reveals the complexities of human
interactions in the context of political turmoil. The analysis focuses on two prima-
ry dimensions within Kushner’s work. First, it examines the characters’ attempt to
establish a common ground or “Cardo” that is subjugated to the ideals of commu-
nism. However, this endeavor is ultimately portrayed as doomed to failure due to
the unhinged nature of time, which disrupts any possibility of a cohesive narrative
or shared understanding among the characters. Second, the paper explores how this
disjointed temporal framework and the resulting disorder of the senses disturb the
artistic and literary relationships among events in the play. This disruption challenges
the organic unity typically found in classical drama, emphasizing a departure from
traditional narrative structures and highlighting the fragmented experience of reality.
As a result, the interplay between unhinged time and chaotic relationships compli-
cates or in other words, makes representation of art impossible within Kushner’s
work. The findings suggest that the principles derived from Kantian philosophy not
only illuminate the thematic concerns of A Bright Room Called Day but also reflect
broader anxieties regarding meaning, coherence, and artistic representation in con-
temporary literature. This study contributes to an understanding of how philosoph-
ical frameworks can inform literary analysis, particularly in works that grapple with
complex socio-political themes and the challenges posed by modernity.

Keywords: Gilles Deleuze, Tony Kushner unhinged Time, the disorder of all senses, A
Bright Room Called Day, the impossibility of representation
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3. Saint Augustine

4. Gill Deleuze

7. Felix Guattari

10. Rimbaud formula

5. Henri Bergson
8. Tony Kushner
11. Kafka formula

13. Cardo 14. Hamlet

16. Mimesis 17. Imitation

19. Action 20. Three Unities
22. Figure 23. Oedipus

25. Foucault

28. The Oresteia
31. Friedrich Holderlin

29. Clytemnestra

26. Aristotle’s Metaphysics

6. Immanent Philosophy

9. Hamlet’s great formula

12. A disorder of all the senses formula
15. William Shakespeare

18. Representation

21. Francis Bacon: The Logic of Sensation
24. Sophocles’ Oedipus the King

27. Poetics

30. Agamemnon

32. Arthur Rimbaud (1854-1891) Jean Nicholas
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33. The Critique of Judgment 34. The Drama of Disordered Relationships
35. Claudius 36. King Lear 37.Creon
38. Antigone 39. Cordelia 40. A Bright Room Called Day
41. Weimar Republic (9 November 1918- 23 March 1933) 42. Berlin Institute for Human Sexuality
43. Bakhtin’s Choronotope 44. Common Ground 45. Communism
46. Proletarian 47. Paul Ricoeur 48. Intensio and Distension Animi
49. Intensive not Extensive 50. Reference 51. Hitler
52. Nazi Party 53. Vealtning Husz
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55. Agnes Eggling 56. Baz 57. Joseph Stalin
58. Annabella Gotchling 59. George Orwell’s Animal Farm 60. Unknown Citizen by W.H. Auden
61. Brigade 62. Too Loud Solitude 63. Bohumil Hrabal
64. Snowball 65. Karl Korsch’s Marxism and Philosophy
66. Mr. Jones 67. Boxer 68. Benjamin
69. Dr. Faustus 70. Christopher Marlow 71. Dr. Faust
72. Goethe 73. Institutional art 74. Mother by Maxim Gorky
75. Paulinka Erdnuss 76. Marx 77. Trotsky
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