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Abstract

Contemporary researchers consistently observe studies on nationalism
within Iranian dramatic literature from the early Pahlavi era. During this pe-
riod, Reza Shah devoted all his efforts to expanding nationalism and revival
of ancient culture. Therefore, nationalism is the dominant discourse.

Zabih Behrouz, who wrote drama during this era, in works such as Jijak Al-
ishah, the King of Iran and the Armenian Lady, and Shab-e Ferdowsi, focused
on nationalism based on returning to the glory of the past. This research
aims to read and analyze the discourse of Zabih Behrooz’s dramatic works
and a comparative study of the dominant nationalism discourse of the first
Pahlavi period and Behrouz’s intended nationalistic components in his works
in a descriptive-analytical way, using the method of library studies and Fair-
clough’s theory of critical discourse analysis. Additionally, the other aims of
the research are analyzing the dominant discourse of the first Pahlavi era
and how it is reflected in Zabih Behrouz’s plays and identifying the common-
alities and differences in these works from a theoretical point of view and
within the framework of the dominant nationalism discourse of this period.
The questions of the research include:

1. How has been the reflection of the dominant nationalism discourse of
Pahlavi | in Behrouz’s plays?

2. What are the commonalities and differences between the dominant na-
tionalism discourse and Behrouz’s plays?

According to the results of this research, we can refer to the direct reflec-
tion of Pahlavi I's nationalism with a nominal difference in Zabih Behrouz’s
dramatic works.
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Play, Zabih Behrouz
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