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Shelter towers are a type of physical element built by farmers and local people
next to farmlands, fields, and roads. Residents of villages and cities used them to
protect garden products, monitor routes, rest, make observations, and stay for a
short time. According to field studies, these structures exist in the Iranian cities of
Yazd and Kashan with hot and dry climate. They were employed until the
nineteenth century before being abandoned.

The research problem is the increase of destruction and change in the nature of
towers due to development and lifestyle change and the need for research. This
article seeks to get a deeper understanding of the problem by selecting ten
representative towers in the cities of Kashan and Yazd and comparing them. For
this purpose, the documentary-historical method was used. As the survey shows,
shelter towers have certain physical and functional characteristics and can be
classified based on the five criteria of location, ownership, function, structure, and
geometry. The results of this research help to more accurately identify the towers
in other places. Due to the effect of the historical refuge tower in securing the
cultural and biological collections of the past, they can be registered with the same
name and characteristics in the list of national monuments of the country. Also,
because they are in relation with other structures related to agricultural heritage,
they can also be analyzed and reviewed from the point of view of GIAHS and their
place in the list of the globally important agricultural heritage.
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