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Abstract

Advancements in technology, environmental disasters, erosion, pollution, drought,
fossil fuels, global warming and depletion of natural resources have turned the
environment into the serious crisis of the world today. Malevil, a post-apocalyptic
novel by the 20" century French writer Robert Merle portrays the culmination of
such ecological crises. Ecocriticism offers an interdisciplinary approach to study the
intersections of literature and environment. The current interdisciplinary research is a
descriptive-analytical critique of the natural and artificial (human made) ecosystems
focusing on Malevil from the perspective of Ecocriticism. Research findings indicate
that the survival of human beings depends on the life of the natural environment
and sustainable actions on the part of human beings. The characters through hopeful
efforts manage to transform the grayed Nature, destroyed by a mysterious explosion,
into a living, green Nature. The results show that the literary work, assisted by the
unlimited power of imagination, turns into a backdrop for literary representations of
the pains of the nature and environmental degradation; and therefore, literature could
play a role in protecting the nature and educating people. The relationship between
literature and ecosystem and literature is mutual and interactive. It invites readers to
a constructive challenge to reflect on and protect the ecosystem.
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